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HARRY AND CHARLES: HENRY ERNEST WHITAKER
AND CHARLES STANISLAUS STAFFORD AT TE AROHA
Abstract: Harry Whitaker was a member of a prominent political
family, and Charles Stanislaus Stafford came from an Anglo-Irish
landowning family. They both invested in mines in the Te Aroha district,
Whitaker being particularly active in promoting the interests of the mining
industry. But he was also seen as manipulating the share market to benefit
himself and as assisting Josiah Clifton Firth’s ‘clique’ to control the field,
meaning that for many residents some of his actions were deeply unpopular.
Both men acquired and traded in land both within and outside the
settlements, and developed their Wairakau estate, all profitably. Whitaker
also established the Te Aroha News, and in a variety of ways was a leading
member of the community. As a member of the county council he tried to help
the district, but once again was seen as working too closely with Firth for
their mutual benefit. Stafford also tried to assist local development.
Both men were prominent socially, notably in horse races and various
sports. Whitaker in particular was renowned for his lively personality,
personal charm, and elegant attire, but unusually did not marry nor,
apparently, flirt with the opposite sex, which may or may not be significant.
Whitaker left Te Aroha for Auckland and, later, Africa before returning
to Auckland in 1918 for one last involvement with mining. After farming at
Whakatane, Stafford became prominent in Kalgoorlie during the mining
boom of the 1890s before retiring to London and making a late marriage.
Unlike Whitaker, he ended his life a prosperous man,.
HENRY ERNEST WHITAKER AND HIS FAMILY
Henry Ernest Whitaker 1 was born in Auckland in 1854 to Frederick,
later Sir Frederick, and Jane Augusta, née Griffiths. 2 His father was a
prominent lawyer, investor, and politician. In 1880 a flattering ‘pen and ink
portrait’ described Sir Frederick as being
ever active in every legitimate enterprise, and invested heavily in
the Thames goldfield, to the development of which he contributed
1
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Whitaker, 8 March 1924, 1924/7306, BDM.

2
in a large measure. He was also interested in extensive
agricultural and pastoral operations, and in the timber trade, in
fact he has always been active in every enterprise calculated to
develop the resources of the province of Auckland, and to promote
the welfare of the people.
Although ‘as a speculator he has been accused by strong political
opponents of being a land-monopolist’, this journalist defended him. 3 He
was the partner of Thomas Russell in many ventures and part of the
‘limited circle’ dominating the Auckland business community from the late
1860s to the end of the 1880s, when he was ‘brought to the brink of poverty’
by his investments in land. 4 In a political career lasting from 1845 to 1891,

he was Attorney General in eight ministries and Premier twice. When gold
was found at Te Aroha, he was Attorney General, and from April 1882 to
September 1883 was Premier, 5 enabling him to support his sons’
investments by assisting the district.
Sir Frederick had four daughters and four sons, Frederick Alexander,
Alfred Edgar, Henry Ernest, commonly called Harry, 6 and Herbert. 7 An
obituary suggested that, because of his father, Harry Whitaker had
‘advantages of education and environment beyond those of most colonial
young men of his day, coupled with personal ability that would have carried
him far in any department of life’. 8 According to the journalist who praised
Sir Frederick in 1880, all the sons had ‘promising and useful careers’ in
their chosen professions. 9 Only one of Whitaker’s brothers, Frederick
Alexander, invested in Te Aroha mining. 10 A prominent Hamilton solicitor
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and politician, his speculations in mining and land were so unsuccessful
that he shot himself in 1887. 11
Having ‘received a splendid education’ at Auckland College’, after
leaving school Whitaker joined ‘the firm of Messrs Owen and Graham,
merchants, Auckland’, one of the main shipping agents. 12 Even before the
opening of the Te Aroha goldfield, he acted as an agent for Hone
Werahiko, 13 the discoverer of gold at Te Aroha. 14 In the 1880s his various
occupations were recorded as clerk, agent, settler, and gentleman. 15
As Whitaker supported his father’s political views, he opposed Sir
George Grey. In April 1881, he said he did not like an Auckland
parliamentarian, William James Speight, 16 ‘because Speight likes Grey, and
Grey’s a fool’. 17 The following year, after his father became Premier, ‘Red
Shanks’ asked a Thames newspaper asking whether he was ‘related to the
much-loved Premier’, and described him as ‘the king of Te Aroha, who, on a
recent election in this locality, commanded and brought down an army of
sheep, and under whose leadership they stormed the booths and carried the
election, and thus earned the distinction of “Conqueror of the Thames” ’. 18
In September 1883 it was ‘generally understood’ that Whitaker ‘and his
partner’, Charles Stanislaus Stafford, had ‘prepared an address to Sir
George Grey’ for the Premier to present ‘when the great Pro-Consul
returns’. 19 Probably it was designed to obtain broad political support for the
needs of the Te Aroha district.
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It was assumed that Whitaker assisted his father’s land speculations.
In April 1883, the Observer Man at Te Aroha wrote that ‘the son of the
Premier has left for the Thames to look after his father’s township at Kopu,
now that the railway contract is let’. 20 Two months later, this journal asked,
‘Do the Whitaker family wish to control the whole of the Thames Valley, as
well as Waikato?’ 21
CHARLES STANISLAUS STAFFORD
Charles Stanislaus Stafford arrived in the colony in May 1880. 22
Described later that year as ‘a young gentleman recently from England’, 23
he had been born in Melbourne in February 1855, 24 making him slightly
younger than Whitaker. He was the eldest son of John, of Portabello,
County Roscommon, Ireland, and Eleanor Anastasia, née Gilbert; his father
had arrived in Melbourne from Canada in October 1852 and married his
mother, also from Canada, in February 1854. 25 His landowning family was
part of the English ascendancy, 26 illustrated by the fact that the only
brother to marry, Sir Thomas Joseph Stafford, was the father of Sir Cecil
William Francis Stafford-King-Harman, Baronet. 27 In October 1879
Stafford was promoted from Second Lieutenant to Lieutenant in the
Roscommon Infantry. 28
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WHITAKER’S INVESTMENTS IN TE AROHA MINING
Whitaker’s only mining investment before the opening of the Te Aroha
field was at Waitekauri in 1878. 29 On 24 November 1880, 30 as he later
recalled, when, with Thomas Gavin, 31 he pegged out the Golden Gate and
Te Aroha No. 1 South claims, George Lipsey 32 ‘came up whilst they were so
engaged and proposed to precipitate him down the hill, as he appeared to
consider he had no right there’. 33 (Lipsey did not fulfil his threat.) He
obtained a miner’s right on opening day, and nine days later applied for the
Golden Gate. 34 The claim he pegged out, along with an Auckland journalist,
on opening day ‘did not prove a bonanza’, as an obituary noted; 35 but then
none of his claims did. For one week he was one of four owners of the
Omahu, at Tui before it was forfeited. 36 Two days before this forfeiture, he
was registered as one of 15 owners of the Auckland, which would be
certified as abandoned in the following May. 37 Also in May, with nine others
he registered an unnamed claim at Tui. 38
Whitaker was prominent in three companies. Honorary secretary of Te
Aroha No. 1 South, he acquired 171 scrip shares in the subsequent company
and was its chairman of directors. 39 He was legal manager of the Waitoa
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and the Te Aroha Quartz Crushing companies. 40 One journalist commented
that ‘his acceptance of office’ in the former proved it was ‘bona fide’. 41 In
January 1881, he was elected a provisional director of the latter, and, along
with Adam Porter, a prominent miner, 42 was delegated ‘by acclamation’ to
ask the council to make roads at Te Aroha. 43 After being ‘very successful in
inducing the Waitoans to take up shares in the Battery Company’, he
visited Cambridge and Hamilton to entice people to invest in it. 44 In
February, he stated that ‘he took a great interest in the company. If it was
successful, he would take a small bonus for office rent and expenses; if not
successful, the question of salary would be allowed to lapse’. 45 When a
banquet was held to celebrate the opening of this battery, his health was
toasted. The vice-chairman, Thomas Leitch Murray, manager for the Bank
of New Zealand at Thames, 46 described the Whitaker name as ‘second to
none in the colony, and he was sure it had become a household word in Te
Aroha. A great deal of their success was due to the indefatigable exertions
of their secretary, who would not take no for an answer when soliciting
subscribers’. 47 This speech was ‘received with great applause’, and Whitaker
responded in his longest recorded speech:
Mr Murray had laid it on rather heavy, but he had heard it was a
“great general,” and supposed it was a way he had. It afforded
him great pleasure to meet so many friends on such an occasion
as the present one. He was very pleased when he succeeded in
getting the Major [Murray was a major in the Thames
Volunteers] to subscribe for a few shares, for he knew like all
Scotchmen, that no matter how adverse they might prove to be to
going into anything, once in it was, “Eh, mon, it’s a gude spec.”
(Laughter). Many persons deserved more credit than he did, but
he would say that from the commencement all had worked with a
will. Although a damper had been thrown on the project at first
40
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by Auckland and Thames people and others that should have
been the last to have done so, yet the directors had successfully
overcome all the opposition. When they had but very little to
encourage them they accepted tenders for the battery, and went
on with the work. Too great credit could not be given to Mr
[Henry Hopper] Adams. 48 He was, in fact, a wonderful man, and a
great financier; he had financed the great “Watson,” and he had
heard a great deal about [John] Watson, [accountant] of Messrs
Price Bros. 49 However, the company had much to be obliged to
Messrs Price Bros. for their leniency. They had not come down
upon them, but when they asked for money, well Reuben Parr
[then farming at Waitoa] 50 and himself had just to rummage
round for the calls. (Cheers). 51
Another newspaper reported he had provided some of the bread, and
that George Stewart O’Halloran 52 had proposed the health of the
‘indefatigable’ Whitaker, ‘who returned thanks with considerable humour,
and hoped that Te Aroha was only commencing a career of success’. Its local
correspondent considered that, should Te Aroha ‘receive any impetus from
the progress of the goldfields’, the community would be most indebted to
him. 53
When the goldfield faded, in June 1881 Whitaker became honorary
secretary to the Te Aroha Prospecting Association. 54 When he revisited the
district in 1886, a banquet was given in his honour. George Wilson, the
mining inspector, 55 recalled that he first met Whitaker
when there were very few white men at Te Aroha, Mr Whitaker
having newly arrived from Auckland to make his pile on the
goldfield. He saw him putting in his first peg on the field and
during the first rush he formed companies and in many ways did
his best to push the field ahead. After the first rush, when
numbers abandoned the field, he expressed his conviction that the
place would yet come out alright, and stuck to it himself, and did
all he could to encourage a few others in the place…. There could
48
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be no doubt whatever that were it not for him, there would not
have been nearly so many on the field, he put his own money into
the place and induced others to do the same.
Whitaker responded with another humorous speech:
Mr Wilson was one of the first friends he made on the field, and
he had never had occasion to alter the high opinion he formed of
him in those early days; his only fault was that of being a
Scotchman which prevented him giving that free expression to his
thoughts which he otherwise would, being very cautious. He often
used to go down to him for advice, and he would tell him to be
careful, and to keep an eye here, and keep an eye there, till, by
trying to follow out this advice he got quite short-sighted, but
were it not for him I should probably have lost all he had. He
frankly told them his first object in coming to Te Aroha was to
make money for himself, and he would feel inclined to doubt the
word of anyone who would tell them he was not desirous of first
benefiting himself and the public afterwards. 56
His only other involvement in mines close to the township was to
become one of five owners of the Golden Fleece in October 1882. An
unsuccessful claim, it was declared abandoned a month later, taken up
again, and declared abandoned for the second and final time in June 1883. 57
STAFFORD’S INVESTMENTS IN TE AROHA MINING
Stafford took out a miner’s right on opening day and bought a small
interest in the Prospectors’ Claim and the Morning Star. 58 These interests
were converted into scrip shares in the Aroha and Morning Star companies;
he was a director of the latter. 59 He also had shares in the Smile of
Fortune, 60 and invested in the battery company. 61 He provided the beef for
56
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the luncheon celebrating the opening of the battery; 62 and when mining
declined he chaired the meeting that formed a prospecting association. 63
The only involvement he shared with Whitaker was the battery company
and this association.
WHITAKER’S INVESTMENTS IN WAIORONGOMAI MINING
In April 1882, a Thames newspaper commented that Stafford and
Whitaker were ‘encouraging mining matters in every way, and speculating
largely in the mines on the hill’, 64 implying they were investing jointly, not
as competitors. They certainly were partners; in 1882, when the Young
Colonial was transferred to the Colonist Company, the legal manager told
the mining inspector that he had been informed by Whitaker that this
transfer was ‘lodged by Mr Stafford for registration’. 65 At the beginning of
November 1881, Whitaker applied for the Golden Crown (the future
Premier), ‘per C.S.’, but withdrew his application a week later. 66 Shortly
after his application was lodged, Stafford applied for surplus ground, ‘if
any’, in both Golden Crown Nos. 1 and 2. 67 This was probably a ruse,
Whitaker fearing he had more ground than would be allowed, and this
application was to ensure they obtained all of it; Stafford withdrew this case
early in December. 68 In mid-November, Whitaker applied for both claims
‘per C Stafford’ and in Stafford’s handwriting. 69
In December, Whitaker was registered as sole owner of the Golden
Crown No. 1. He sold one share for £20 before transferring all his interest to
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the Premier Company in the following March. 70 He held one-twentieth of its
shares, and was a director. 71 Also in December 1881, he was an owner of the
Waterfall, transferring his one-thirtieth interest to the Canadian Company,
in which he was allotted 66 shares. 72 In January 1882, he was one of three
owners in the Werahiko Nos. 1-3, allotted three shares in Nos. 1 and 2 and
two in No. 3. Within three months, he had sold three shares for £55. 73 To
encourage investment in this mine, he displayed samples of newly
discovered gold in his office. 74 His remaining interest was transferred to the
Werahiko Company, giving him 931 scrip shares; he was elected a
director. 75
In late January 1882, he applied for possession of the Queen of Beauty
No. 2 from Hone Werahiko, claiming that it was illegally held, but withdrew
his plaint six days later. 76 The following month, he was registered as an
owner of the Queen of Beauty, which, after a period of protection, was
granted to Whitaker, John Bullock, 77 and Gavin at the beginning of April. 78
Bullock was the sole owner of the Queen of Beauty No. 2. 79 In August, they
were fined 1s for not working their now-combined claims. 80 By then,
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Whitaker had transferred his one share to the Vulcan Company in return
for 635 scrip shares; he was a director. 81
In June 1882, he was one of six owners of the Welcome, with half the
interest. The following year, after selling two quarters of a share, for £25
and £20, the rest of his interest was transferred to the New Welcome
Company, in which he held 2,500 of its 15,000 shares. 82 In August 1882, he
applied for spare ground in the Black Prince Nos. 1-3, but as he did not
appear at the hearing, his application was struck out. 83 All his other
investments were in companies: the Waitoki, of which he was a director, 84
and the Navy in 1882, 85 and the Wellington and the Lady Ferguson in
1883. 86
In April 1882, when chairing a meeting to discuss erecting a battery,
he made a ‘neat and appropriate address’. A correspondent noted that ‘since
the opening of the field’ he had ‘been indefatigable in his efforts to promote
the advancement of mining interests, and so far his endeavours have been
crowned with wonderful success’. 87 In December, at a banquet celebrating
the start of his battery, Josiah Clifton Firth 88 praised him for his efforts to
advance the field’s interests; 89 he was, of course, also advancing his own. A
Thames columnist, although disliking the ‘gush’ in the speeches, considered
‘the eulogies passed on the local Whitaker were well earned’. 90 It is not
known for how long he retained his interests, but in June 1883 he was ‘very
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largely’ financially ‘interested in the progress’ of the field. 91 An obituary
stated these investments ‘yielded nothing worth while’. 92
In July 1883, he attended the trial of a new gold separator in
Wellington, 93 and accompanied Adam Porter to inspect the supposed
goldfield at Terawhiti, near the capital. 94 His only other involvement with
mining was his election as auditor of the Silverton Company at Waihi in
1887. 95
STAFFORD’S INVESTMENTS IN WAIORONGOMAI MINING
At the banquet celebrating the first crushing, the warden, Harry
Kenrick, 96 stated that Stafford had ‘cut his eye teeth’, meaning became
‘knowing’, 97 in ‘following the golden fleece’ at Waiorongomai, 98 implying this
was the first time he had invested in mining. He invested in some of the
same claims and companies as Whitaker, his partner in trying to get the
Golden Crown claims, plus others. Late in December 1881, with Samuel
Cochrane Macky, a clerk and legal manager, 99 he owned the Golden Crown
No. 2; he sold one share for an unrecorded sum and made £60 selling six
others. 100 With Macky, in the following January he became an owner of
Golden Crown No. 3; he sold eight shares for £80. 101 When these claims
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were absorbed into the Premier Company, he was allotted 1,000 of its
20,000 £1 shares, the same interest as Whitaker. 102
The sole owner of Diamond Gully No. 2 in December, it was granted to
him as a licensed holding on the last day of January 1882. His interest was
divided into eight shares, six of which he sold for £30 later that year, the
remainder being forfeited in 1885. 103 He did not acquire any shares in the
Diamond Gully Company, formed in November 1882. 104 Also in midDecember 1881, he was one of three owners of the Waitoa, Te Aroha, and
Waihou. 105 When these, with other claims, were merged into the Army
Company the following February, Stafford had 437 of the 20,000 shares and
was a director. 106
In February 1882 he acquired five shares in both Canadian No. 1 and
No. 2. After selling half his interest in both to Macky for £20, the rest went
to the Canadian Company in August and he was allotted 625 of its 20,000
shares. 107 In March, he bought six shares in Werahiko Nos. 1 and 2 and one
in No. 3 for a total of £62. Within two weeks he had sold two for £25. 108 His
remaining interest was converted into 931 of the 27,900 shares in the
Werahiko Company. 109
In April, Stafford chaired the meeting that formed the Waitoki
Company. 110 In June, he became sole owner of two claims, Waitoki and
102
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Butterfly, and two months later transferred them to it for a nominal sum. 111
He held the same interest in the company as Whitaker, 1,200 shares. 112
Also in April, he was the sole owner of Moa No. 2. 113 He was a director of
the Eureka Company, holding 500 of its 20,000 shares. 114
On 6 June, he became one of six owners of the Welcome, with one of its
30 shares. 115 When this was turned into a company in September 1883, he
held 2,500 of its 25,000 shares and a director. 116 The following May, the
company was doing so badly that it sought tributers to work it; Stafford
provided the details for applicants. 117
In August, he had 625 of the 20,000 shares in the Vulcan Company. 118
Two months later, he had 661 of the 30,000 shares in the Navy Company
and was a director. 119 In December, he became the sole owner of Little
Wonder, which did not live up to its name, being forfeited for non-working
two years later. 120 He bought one and a half shares in the Smile of Fortune
in September 1883 for £6, selling these two months later for £20. 121
In August 1883, he purchased four shares in the Wellington for £12. 122
Two weeks later, these were transferred to the Wellington Company, in

111

Te Aroha Warden’s Court, Register of Licensed Holdings 1881-1887, folios 87, 105,

BBAV 11500/9a, ANZ-A.
112
113

New Zealand Gazette, 27 April 1882, p. 646.
Te Aroha Warden’s Court, Register of Applications 1880-1882, folio 124, BBAV

11505/3a, ANZ-A.
114

Company Files, BBAE 10286/10b, ANZ-A; New Zealand Gazette, 18 May 1882, p. 728.

115

Te Aroha Warden’s Court, Register of Licensed Holdings 1881-1887, folio 103, BBAV

11500/9a, ANZ-A.
116

New Zealand Gazette, 20 September 1883, p. 1345; Te Aroha News, 8 September 1883,

p. 2.
117

Te Aroha News, 17 May 1884, p. 7.

118

New Zealand Gazette, 17 August 1882, p. 1132.

119

New Zealand Gazette, 19 October 1882, p. 1522; Auckland Weekly News, 30 September

1882, p. 20.
120

Te Aroha Warden’s Court, Register of Licensed Holdings 1881-1887, folio 131, BBAV

11500/9a, ANZ-A.
121

Te Aroha Warden’s Court, Register of Licensed Holdings 1881-1887, folio 13, BBAV

11500/9a; Transfers and Assignments 1883, nos. 490, 491, 609, BBAV 11581/4a, ANZ-A.
122

Te Aroha Warden’s Court, Transfers and Assignments 1883, no. 379, BBAV 11581/4a,

ANZ-A.

15
which he had 875 of the 25,000 shares and was a director. 123 Also in August,
he purchased the forfeited Fraser Nos. 1 and 2 for £1 1s, 124 and at the
beginning of September bought eight shares in the Argyle for £20. 125 These
were merged in the Lady Ferguson Company in mid-September, in which he
had 500 of the 30,000 shares. 126
Stafford applied for a machine site alongside the site selected by Firth
for his battery in March 1882, but withdrew his application the following
month. 127
Most of these investments were unprofitable, unless he was able to sell
his scrip shares quickly. His only other mining investments were in two
Thames companies in late 1882. 128 He accompanied a prominent investor on
a visit to the West Coast goldfields early in 1884, 129 but did not invest there.
ACCUSATIONS OF SHARE MANIPULATIONS AND DISHONESTY
In June 1883, the Observer wondered whether he was publishing the
Te Aroha News ‘to manufacture the sharemarket in Te Aroha stock’. 130 It
detected ulterior motives in his influence, and fancied that the district ‘will
not always suffer itself to be led captive by “the ruling family” ’. 131 In its
next issue, after quoting the reference in its first editorial that ‘Plutus and
Ceres will walk lovingly together’, it commented that ‘Ceres among the
Romans meant “mother-earth.” By Plutus the News means the land-sharks.
Pluto will, of course, be on hand too. The editor says, “we feel earnestly on
123
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this subject” ’; the Observer noted that Whitaker was ‘proprietor of the
“Noose” ’. 132 In July, the Observer Man at Te Aroha wrote, ‘Things won’t gee
yet, altho’ the ruling powers have everything in training for giving their
fancy stock a spark when the time arrives’. 133 The ‘ruling powers’ were
Firth’s clique of investors that, it was claimed, controlled the goldfield. 134
The Waitoa Observer Man, when in Te Aroha in November, ‘noticed the
Sleuth Hound had returned from the Metropolis, quite gay in his new suit
perambulating between Walker’s and the buster corner, picking up the
news and quotations for his big patron’. 135 Which, being translated, reported
that Whitaker, having returned from Auckland, was walking between a
hotel and the Te Aroha News corner catching up on the news and share
prices on behalf of Firth.
In what may be a reference to Whitaker, in early October its
Waiorongomai correspondent wrote that ‘the master of science has
returned, and will make the scrip biz warm’. 136 Another comment in the
same issue referred explicitly to Whitaker and Stafford. ‘Star has been
dishing up Te Aroha to order. Now’s the time to sell, or be sold.... Te Aroha
looking up. The Stafford-Whitaker crew jubilant at the success of their
management of the mines’, the Mines Department, ‘and the market.
Premiers, of course, rising’. 137 The latter comment referred to the rise in
value of shares in the Premier Company because of regular reports of its
splendid prospects. 138 This ‘puffing’, coupled with cold water treatment in
the first crushing, 139 created much suspicion in Te Aroha, as its Observer
correspondent noted during this crushing. ‘It certainly did not look well to
see so much secrecy over the squeezing of amalgam, unless it was that
someone intended to squeeze the market if profitable. That seems the
general impression here, and it is just as well they had no opportunity’ (he
132
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quickly decided they did have one). ‘The Premier ring were sold over the
result, and the New Find shareholders benefited quietly, without so much
puffing being necessary’. 140
Possibly because of such accusations, in mid-October one man took
direct action:
As one of our most respected citizens, Mr W., was returning from
Waitoa at 12 p.m. on last Friday night, he was waylaid and set
upon by a Scandinavian, who hurled loaves of bread at his head.
Were it not for the presence of mind displayed by Mr W., in
putting spurs to his noble steed, serious results might have
ensued. As it is, nothing more terrible has occurred than a good
fright. 141
That this Scandinavian was not taken to court implied that Whitaker
did not wish to draw attention to his unpopularity or its cause.
As a director of the Premier, Waitoki, and Werahiko companies, 142 all
of which participated in the first crushing, Whitaker did have a vested
interest in the outcome. When they were formed, he held 1,000 scrip shares
in the Premier, 1,200 in the Waitoki, and 931 in the Werahiko. 143 In the
absence of their records, it is not known how many he held when crushing
started or how much trading he did in late 1883. After the intermediate
retorting, a newspaper report headlined ‘The Te Aroha Crushings: The Late
Rumours and Imputations’, gave details of an Auckland meeting of six
directors of the companies whose ore was being treated. ‘The discussion
turned upon the question of retorting, etc, which has lately been agitating
the public mind’. After Whitaker denied an Auckland rumour that he had
been practically in charge of the crushing, Firth’s resolution was carried
unanimously:
“That at a meeting of the directors of the Colonist, Premier, New
Find, Waitoki, and Werahiko Companies, it was resolved, after
careful consideration of all the circumstances relative to the
intermediate retorting recently made, that the directors of the
above companies are perfectly satisfied that Mr H.E. Whitaker
140
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acted disinterestedly and to the best of his judgment in the
interests of the various companies.” 144
A journal published under the auspices of the Dunedin and Auckland
Trades and Labour Councils was unimpressed:
After crushing had commenced misleading reports were issued as
to the probable yield of the mines, and advantage was taken of
the delusion in the public mind to sell Te Aroha mining stock at a
fictitious value. The procedure was considered scandalous, and
the old plan was adopted of empanelling a jury of foxes to
determine whether the family of foxes every carried away geese.
The conclusion was fore-known. 145
Firth, in his speech to the banquet celebrating the first cleaning up,
commenced by saying that ‘of all the names of gentlemen who lent a willing
hand and brave heart to the work of developing this goldfield none stand
higher than Harry Whitaker’, but immediately added ‘that even the best of
us occasionally make errors of judgment’. 146 The Observer went further.

Devoting a leading article to the crushings, it noted that the result was ‘not,
of course, up to the expectations of those who held large interests, or who
were led by interested persons to believe the yield would be much greater....
There was, no doubt, method in the madness, or irregularity’, of those in
charge. Referring to Whitaker’s denial that he was in charge, it ‘would have
been more satisfactory to the public if he had gone further, and enlightened
us as to who had charge’. The wording of the directors’ resolution was
‘ambiguous, and would lead to the conclusion’ that they also blamed him.
His name was ‘doubtless above suspicion; but we would have chosen less
ambiguous terms for exonerating him than the words “disinterestedly” and
“to the best of his judgment,” because it is at least a reflection upon his
judgment, which was seriously at fault’. 147
Miners had no doubts that Whitaker was involved in sharp practice, as
illustrated by the Waiorongomai Observer Man:
The residents here are very wroth with the amalgam
manipulators, and would like to know how much money they
144
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made at the expense of the whole mining community. It was
intended to burn someone in effigy last week, but for the efforts of
Messrs Firth and Clark to smooth matters over, and out of
respect for them it was not done. 148
At the beginning of November, he sold the Te Aroha News. 149 The Te
Aroha Observer Man was direct: ‘The Brothers W. have had enough of
newspapers, now that their turn is served. It came right in the washing –
i.e., the first washing’ [at the battery]. 150 Waiorongomai’s Observer Man
noted that its sale ‘concurrently with scrip manipulations are regarded as
singular coincidences’. 151 (The implication being that Whitaker knew his
newspaper would fetch a lower price once the mining bubble burst.) In the
same issue, the Te Aroha Observer Man wrote that this journal’s remarks
about the affair were ‘much appreciated by all here who have any real
interest in the place and its prospects. At the dinner, to be held on Tuesday
next, we shall probably find out a little as to who is to blame for those well, errors of judgment on somebody’s part’. 152 If he was expecting someone

to announce that Whitaker had instructed Adams to use cold water and
keep quiet about its use, he was to be disappointed. Therefore the same
correspondent, one week later, hinted at the names involved in a brief final
comment. ‘It will be some time before the district recovers from the cold
water shock. The two W’s have had the best of the market. As a speculator
told them, they have pocketed the money, and the public are left with the
stock’. 153 One of the W’s was Whitaker and the other his brother Frederick,
an original shareholder in the Premier and Waitoki companies; 154 they may
well have sold shares at the time of the crushing. A Cambridge
correspondent for the Observer who directly accused Frederick of being
involved forecast that his career as a Member of Parliament would be
damaged: ‘It is reported that W. made much money out of Premier stock,
before the cold-water trick was blown. Well, he will be independent of
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Waipa electors at the next nomination. Good job too, for his chance of return
would be very small indeed’. 155
In January 1884, a Thames satirist, Robert Wiseman, sang his ‘Te
Aroha Touches’ at the Oddfellows’ Anniversary celebration. He included
references to how investors were swindled through the first Waiorongomai
crushing:
First cheaply buy, and largely hold; next edit locals gushing;
Crack up the mine, the scrip will rise; sell out before the
crushing….
If you hold any scrip yourself, suspicious you’ll be under;
A “pal” must help to work the game, and you can share the
plunder.
Then sell the paper, and clear out; the ill-feeling soon will
dwindle,
When ’tis blown o’er, go back and work another swindle…. 156
The allusions were to editorials in Whitaker’s Te Aroha News lauding
the prospects, his selling some shares before the crushing but retaining
others through a dummy so that he could trade anonymously, selling the
newspaper, and leaving the district during the fuss over cold water
treatment before returning to ‘work another swindle’. In March, Wiseman
sang his ‘Te Aroha Idyll’ attacking class distinction and privilege at a
Presbyterian concert. 157 It included a coded message about the Whitaker
family’s dire influence:
No premier influence of a ring –real merit will prove stronger,
And worth, not favour, honour bring: wait a little longer. 158
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On the day the goldfield opened, Whitaker applied for a business site,
but his application was refused, 159 presumably because someone else had
pegged it first. After another area was surveyed for residence and business
sites in early December, Whitaker reportedly ‘pegged no less than 20
allotments’ for ‘Auckland and Waikato men’, unidentified 160 He applied
under his own name on 13 December for three business sites on Lipsey’s
Block and two allotments elsewhere, but all these applications lapsed. 161 A
week later, he applied for another business site and four allotments, but
these applications lapsed also. 162 At the beginning of January, a local
correspondent was told that on Kenrick’s advice he had pegged off 26
allotments, Kenrick being ‘desirous of putting one person in for a good
thing’. He commented that it was ‘not at all certain’ that the proposed
bridge would be built where Kenrick intended ‘to oblige his friends. There is
great complaining here that one person should be allowed to take up so
large a number of allotments, for purely speculative purposes’, and there
would be complaints to the government. 163 The rival Thames newspaper
denied this story, which was concocted in Thames by Kenrick’s
opponents. 164 Whitaker remained silent; if he did apply for 26 allotments, it
was under others’ names. In April 1882, he was granted a business site,
which he occupied. 165 In May 1883, he bought a residence site in Lipsey’s
Block, transferring it to the new editor of the Te Aroha News in
December. 166 In September, he bought another site and transferred it to the
editor on the same date. 167 On his business site was erected the office and
printery of the Te Aroha News. 168 In 1889, he forfeited a residence site in
159
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Lipsey’s Block. 169 Any dwelling erected on it must have been an
improvement on his initial accommodation, a tent strengthened by
weatherboards at each end. 170
On opening day, Stafford successfully applied for a business site
outside the southern boundary of the township. 171 On 13 December, he
applied for one business site and two residence sites, but abandoned the
first and let the others lapse. 172 Two days later, he applied again for the
same business site, allotment 3 of block 12, but again let this lapse. 173 Not
till the beginning of January 1882 did he apply for another business site,
allotment 8 of block 5, which was granted. 174 In 1888 he sold this site, with
its shop, outbuildings, and four-roomed house, for £235. 175
In July 1880, Stafford applied to the Waste Lands Board to buy two
unspecified portions of the Aroha Block. He was willing to pay £3 an acre
for 300 acres on the deferred payment system, and to pay £2 in cash for the
second block, of 233 acres. As the board declined to sell until drains had
been dug, these sales did not proceed. 176
One of Whitaker’s obituaries stated that ‘one notable transaction’ was
‘the purchase and sale of a large block of land a few miles from Te Aroha’, at
Wairakau, which yielded ‘a large profit’. 177 Early in September 1880,
Stafford informed the Minister of Lands that he had ‘taken for twelve
months’ the Ngati Rahiri reserve there, ‘containing about 3000 acres. The
natives don’t live on the land and are anxious to lease it as they have land
169
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elsewhere’. As it required considerable capital for development, his request
to lease it for 21 years was approved. 178 The following July, when Whitaker
visited George Thomas Wilkinson, native agent at Thames, 179 to discuss
Stafford’s proposed lease, Wilkinson provided ‘particulars as to
alienation’. 180 In November, Whitaker had a long talk with Wilkinson about
leasing, and in late December Wilkinson recorded that they both ‘called in
to see me about hearing that I was opposing their leasing’ the reserve. 181
Wilkinson was probably concerned that the owners received an adequate
return, which they did not. Although details were not made public, in July
1882 a reporter understood that their lease of the 3,250 acres had ‘a rental
of considerably under one shilling per acre’. Nobody would be surprised if
the land should ‘fall into their hands’. 182. While no doubt they would have
been glad to acquire the freehold, it was those who acquired the land later
who obtained this. 183 In May 1884, they leased another 400 acres, which
they sold four months later. 184
In mid-August 1883, for an annual rent of £20 8s they leased 100 acres
of the Hori More Block, on the south-eastern edge of Te Aroha and adjoining
both sides of the road between it and the Thames High School
Endowment. 185 In November 1883, they decided to sell portions as one-acre
suburban sections and quarter acre business sections. 186 These were
178
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advertised as ‘eligible villa and business sites, and grazing paddocks’, with
‘a nominal ground rent’. 187 As the land was inside the goldfield, they sought
its exclusion. Kenrick was told this would not deprive miners of land for
housing, as they preferred to live closer to the mines; only seven or eight
had taken up residence sites because of the distance to travel. 188 In midNovember, in forwarding their request to the Mines Department, Kenrick
pointed out the implications:
The application is based on a clause in the agreement made with
the native owners – wherein they were promised that any land
required by them for cultivation but not required for mining
purposes – should at their request be withdrawn from the gold
field….
The Natives are Leasing portion of the flat land not used at
present for mining – to Europeans – if – as in the case of Messrs
Stafford & Whitaker these leases are brought under the Land
Transfer Act – the supposed rights granted to the Crown by the
agreement referred to – would apparently be superseded….
The piece of ground leased to Messrs Stafford & Whitaker though
not used nor likely to be used for mining includes certain
Residence sites granted by me as Warden – I have pointed out to
Messrs Stafford & Whitaker that I cannot recommend the
withdrawal of that portion of the ground upon which these rights
are located – they express their willingness to endorse the titles
already granted – but intimate that they are advised these rights
have no legal validity – and that as a matter of fact or rather of
Law the Warden has no right to grant titles at all under the
native agreement over the land leased by them – This contention
is based upon the following grounds
1st That all the Native Owners have not signed the agreement
2 - That some have signed as Trustee for minors without the
consent of the Governor previously obtained.
3 – That the agreement not having been validated by Parliament
(or brought under the operation of the Land Transfer Act) – would
be subject or secondary to any Lease duly brought under the said
Act.
Although Stafford and Whitaker were ‘apparently anxious not in any
way to obstruct or interfere with the working of the goldfield’, their request
raised ‘the very serious question’ of whether he had ‘any legal right to grant
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mining titles over any portion of their Lease even if retained in the
goldfield’. 189 As officials considered ‘a dangerous precedent’ might be set, the
land remained within the field. 190
Whilst officials debated, the sale of from 50 to 60 acres proceeded.
Because the sections were ‘just outside Te Aroha’, a local correspondent
expected ‘high prices’. 191 The sale of ‘Stafford’s township’, as a Thames
newspaper called it, was postponed until early December, when visitors
attended the banquet celebrating the starting of the battery. ‘The delay was
in vain as the sale was a failure, only very few of the sections being sold,
and no bidders for the others, so they had to be withdrawn’. 192 Three of the
one-acre sections sold for between £10 and £14, and £7 10s to £12 was paid
for ‘several’ business sites. Although it was intended to sell the remainder
later, this did not occur during the 1880s. 193 Late in December 1883, 75
acres were mortgaged. 194 In 1885, 1886, and 1888, four sections were leased
for farms. 195 As leasing produced only a modest income, in 1889 they sold
their interest. 196
During the disputes about the construction of the Waiorongomai
tramway, one man charged that it had been built ‘from selfish motives on
the part of some of the councillors who had land in the neighbourhood, they
knowing that it would increase the value of their property’. 197 As a
councillor, Whitaker encouraged the transfer of land in and around the
township from Maori to Pakeha at a price favourable to the latter. In 1883,
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in supporting Mokena Hou 198 being granted land on the western side of the
river, he urged this should be done ‘before the land becomes too valuable so
as to prevent discontent amongst the few remaining natives in our
district’. 199
Stafford’s attitude to those whose land he leased was referred to in
May 1883:
Poor doctor; he has quite lost caste with the elite of Te Aroha, Staf
and his pals, since he refused to visit, without fee or reward, the
Maori slaves of the former. Of course they got consideration for
their attention, but the doctor says he must live, and cannot
afford to be at the beck and call of even the ruling firm. 200
(In what sense were they slaves?) Stafford also supported the
acquisition of Maori land by Pakeha. In August 1884, in one of his last acts
before leaving the district, at a public meeting he proposed a motion ‘That
the prosperity of the district is very seriously retarded by the land being
locked up in native and other reserves’.
Mr Stafford spoke at length on the great importance of this
matter, and said that the future prosperity of the district did not
depend upon the goldfield alone but to a large extent upon its
lands. Gold was certainly the principal factor in its present
advancement, but looking to the future the land was almost of
equal importance. Although he had large personal interests
involved he disclaimed any selfish motive in the part he had
taken in bringing this question before the meeting. He pointed
out very clearly that if he was a gainer the district would profit
still more largely if restrictions were removed, and facilities given
for the permanent settlement of a European population upon and
large native and other reserves now lying to a large extent wasted
and unproductive. From Wairakau to the Rotokohu Gorge there
were many thousands of acres of excellent land which would be
rapidly taken up and settled upon, if it were cut up into moderate
sized blocks and the freehold obtainable. But until such a title
could be procured this land would be useless and unprofitable
alike to Maoris and Europeans, for no person would care to
expend large sums in improving property held on such a tenure
as that which alone the law at present permits of. What he would
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suggest was that the Government should be asked to facilitate
bona fide settlement upon these reserves, after setting apart such
portions as absolutely required for the use of the native
owners. 201
With views like these, it was natural that he should be a director of the
New Zealand Native Lands Settlement Company. 202 When they sold their
Wairakau estate, they made ‘a good profit’. 203
FARMERS
Early in September 1880, Stafford told the Minister of Lands that he
had ordered 170 cattle, but Wairakau, being ‘mixed fern land and flax
swamp’, would require ‘a good deal of money spent’ before it could feed
many animals. 204 By the end of October, with his ‘several hundred head of
young animals’ he had ‘started to raise cattle on a large scale’, and
intending to purchase more. His financial position meant he could ‘wait for
returns’, having ‘no doubt that the venture will prove a very profitable
one’. 205 Shortly afterwards, ‘about 120 splendid steers’ arrived, described by

a correspondent as ‘the best mob I have seen for many a long day, all being
well-bred and well framed’. 206 The following February, he was granted a
slaughterhouse license at Te Aroha. 207 In August, he took ‘a large mob of fat
cattle’ to Thames and sold them ‘at remunerative prices’. He had ‘a large
number of cattle coming forward fit for the market’. 208 ,
There is no record of Whitaker doing any farm work, being solely a
sleeping partner. Whilst Stafford supervised the work, others did much of
the work; in August 1884, for instance, Stephen Spalding ran both farm and
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dairy. 209 Spalding was a 28-year-old stockman. 210 His appointment was
brief, as in November he was employed by the Auckland Dairy Company;
after burning down the company’s cattle sheds in 1886, he was sent first to
the asylum and then to gaol. 211 In 1882, Stafford erected ‘some 90 feet of
farm sheds’ for an estimated price of about £350. 212 To add to his costs, in
the following year Thomas William Carr went bankrupt, 213 owing him
£380. 214 In June 1884, cheese made at this ‘concrete dairy farm’ was sold at
Thames for a good price. ‘The quality being very superior it found a ready
sale. Further supplies will be to hand shortly’. 215 Their dairy, the first
concrete one constructed in the Waihou Valley, was of such a good standard
that in 1927 it was used as a house. 216 In September 1884, they sold their
Wairakau estate to Arthur Downes, 217 then managing a Waitoa farm. 218
They obtained good prices for their 300 cattle, which included 50 dairy cows,
80 ‘empty cows’, two Hereford bulls, and some horses. 219
WHITAKER AS AN AGENT
In the first issue of his Te Aroha News, 9 June 1883, Whitaker
advertised as ‘Whitaker and Co., Mining, Land, and Commission Agents’; 220
was Stafford his partner? That he was a successful agent was implied by
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having to enlarge his office. 221 He was the local agent of the New Zealand
Insurance Company; after a cabinetmaker’s shop burnt down in December
1883, 222 its owner publicly thanked him for speedily obtaining payment, 223
which must have increased his custom. Whitaker resigned this agency in
July 1884. 224
THE TE AROHA NEWS
At a banquet in his honour in 1886, George Wilson stated that
Whitaker ‘saw that press representation was much needed, and quickly
started a paper, which he conducted ably and well, and through it did much
to bring the place prominently before the public’. 225 His Te Aroha News,
first published on 9 June 1883, was the first newspaper to be printed
locally. 226 Its first editorial, either written by, or approved by, him, looked
forward to ‘a vast change’ in the district after the completed tramway
brought down ore from the ‘rich reefs’.
Already people here are beginning to feel that the ebb has run its
course, and there is a buoyancy and confident expectancy very
discernable both in mining and general matters – an anxiety to
be prepared to take the flood on its turn and float on to fortune.
Something of this feeling we confess has stimulated us to the
enterprise of making this journal what the present proprietary
has some time felt the district required. Something more is
wanted than that the local journal – the special advocate and
pleader for the district in all that concerns its interests and
prosperity – should be content to be the mere chronicler of the
small beer of passing events. The Aroha is on the point of passing
from a stage of comparative inaction into the rush and whirl of a
busy and thriving goldfield, such a one as never before has been
seen in New Zealand, where the work of goldmining and the
plough of the farmer will go hand-in-hand in making, not a mere
township of mines and batteries, all life to-day and deserted tomorrow, but the important centre of a large and growing and
settled population. Large questions will crop up; important
interests will have to be considered and discussed, our position
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politically and socially in the colony advanced and asserted. The
press, therefore, equally with the settler and the miner must gird
up its loins to do the work before it. This we are prepared to do,
and we feel that we have little need to make special appeal to
those whose cause we propose to advocate, that they should
render us every assistance in their power in the performance of
this duty.
Te Aroha was ‘not simply a mining district’, for Plutus, meaning
mining, and Ceres, agriculture, would ‘walk lovingly together. Our future is
as much bound up in the success of our country population as in the
development of our mines, while at the same time the farmer looks to the
mines as affording him a market for his produce at his very door’. It looked
forward to the development of the ‘magnificent agricultural country about
us’, and concluded that the newspaper’s success depended on the success of
the district. ‘The measure of the prosperity of the one is that of the other,
and we are content to cast our die upon the issue’. 227
Both Whitaker and Stafford were on the ‘literary staff’, 228 and
Whitaker took an active part in determining its content. 229 After five
months, he sold both newspaper and printing office to Brett and Company,
whose partners were Henry Brett, Whitaker, and his brother Frederick. 230
The future Sir Henry Brett was a prominent journalist who owned the
Auckland Star. 231 They would sell their printery in 1890. 232 Brett took an
active interest in his new acquisition: an employee recalled him, on his
visits to Te Aroha, helping with the typesetting. 233 The ‘new proprietary’,
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meaning Brett and his editor, John Ilott, 234 insisted that their promotion of
the district’s interests was disinterested because they had ‘not one sixpenceworth of interest in any single mine nor in an acre of land’. 235 As both
Whitakers had such interests, they must have had no involvement with the
paper after its sale. Ilott never invested in mining, but in December 1885
Brett became sole owner of Mark Moon, at Tui, which, after a small amount
of prospecting, was sold two years later for £5. 236 In 1886, he owned the
May Bell in that district. 237 The following year, with other investors, he
attempted to obtain English capital to work four Tui claims, including his
Mark Moon. 238 In May 1889, his Monte Christo, also at Tui, was forfeited
for non-working. 239
WHITAKER AS A LEADING MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY
Right from opening day, Whitaker was a prominent member of the
community. As an indication of his active involvement, in April 1882 a
gossip writer wondered, ‘How is it that the energetic Harry is not among the
names of the movers?’ for a brass band. 240 Later that month, a resident
wrote ‘that Harry Whitaker will probably be big drum in their new brass
band!’, 241 a reference to his role in the community rather than to any
musical interests, of which none were recorded. The Hamilton newspaper
commented, in June 1883, that he had been ‘most intimately’ connected
with Te Aroha and had ‘materially helped to assist its development in
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various capacities’. 242 Its local correspondent referred to his ‘energetic
manner’ in promoting ‘any matter he has undertaken’. 243
At the end of 1880, as a miner recalled, Whitaker was tenting with
‘Manukau’ [Hugh Robert] Jones: 244
These two men commandeered, from one of the river steamers, a
kerosene tin which they converted into a stock pot. An abundance
of bones were obtained daily from Jack Wood, the butcher, 245 and
Reuben Parr, who farmed some land in the neighbourhood,
supplied the requisite vegetables. Every evening, soup, both
palatable and nutritious, was served out to all hands free of cost,
subject to the consumers bringing in to the camp sufficient fuel to
keep the pot boiling continuously. 246
At a meeting held a few days after the field opened, Whitaker seconded
a motion that Kenrick be asked to assist residents obtain a telegraph
service and a recreation park. 247 Just before Christmas, he helped collect

money for a public hall. 248 In May 1881, he chaired a meeting at Waihou
that asked the government to provide bridges and roads. 249 The meeting to
elect the first school committee was held in his office. 250 He was on the
committee that created a public library, and helped establish a pound. 251 He
was appointed a trustee for the maintenance of the cemetery and to the first
domain board, which held its meetings in his office. 252 Active in developing
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the domain, 253 he did not bother to resign as a cemetery trustee until asked
to in November 1886 by a Te Aroha resident visiting Auckland. 254
Whitaker’s charm and influence were utilized to obtain concessions
from visiting politicians. In January 1882, three members of parliament,
including his brother, inspected the mines, accompanied by him; his
‘intimate knowledge of the wants of the new goldfield will be of material
assistance’. 255 The following month, when Sir John Hall, Premier of a
government that included his father as Attorney General, visited, Whitaker
was elected to a deputation to discuss local needs with him. 256 He
accompanied Hall on his inspection of the mines. 257 The following month, he
headed a delegation asking the Minister of Mines for goldfield tracks and
roads. 258 That he was regarded as crucial in arranging funding was
indicated late in 1882, when he received a copy of a Mines Department
letter about government subsidies for goldfield roads ‘with the request that
he report upon the works most needed at Te Aroha’. 259 In January 1884,
when the Minister of Public Works inspected the tramway, Whitaker
accompanied him. 260
When a banquet was held in his honour in 1886, the Te Aroha News
described him as ‘one who by his energy of character and perseverance,
together with the influence he was able to bear, was largely instrumental in
the development of the resources of the place’. George Wilson stated that it
was through ‘the influence he brought to bear’ that the government gave the
initial £500 to develop the hot springs. ‘They had also to thank him in a
measure for their railway, as it was through his influence pressure was
brought to bear upon government’ to extend it to Te Aroha. In reply,
Whitaker said that he ‘had simply acted as a mouthpiece for the people in
applying to his father Sir Frederick’ to have the railway bridge constructed,
without which ‘very probably they would not yet have had a railway’. 261 As
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a symbol of their gratitude, residents planted a tree in his honour during
Queen Victoria’s jubilee celebrations in 1887. 262
WHITAKER ON THE PIAKO COUNTY COUNCIL
In November 1881, the Thames Star reported that ‘our friend’,
Whitaker, ‘the King of Te Aroha, has been returned unopposed to the Piako
County Council’. This ‘complement’ was ‘well deserved’, for he had ‘done a
good deal for Te Aroha, and has stuck to the place manfully’. 263 As
councillor, Whitaker worked closely with Firth to benefit the goldfield (and,
therefore, themselves). At his first meeting, he moved that a main road be
constructed between Te Aroha and Waiorongomai, a track be made from Te
Aroha to Hone Werahiko’s new discovery, and that the road between the
river and this track be repaired. 264 In January 1882, he moved, and Firth
seconded, that engineers inspect the goldfield tracks and roads ‘and report
on all matters brought under their notice’ by him ‘at the earliest possible
date’, the ‘sleight-track to have precedence’. 265 The ‘indefatigable’ Whitaker
‘accompanied the engineers in their ramblings’ to inspect these. 266 At the
next meeting, he moved, and Firth seconded, that the Waiorongomai pack
track be widened and continued to what became the Premier mine. 267 In
April, on his motion, the council asked the government for rails and sleepers
for the tramway. 268 At the end of the month, Whitaker and Firth were
appointed to instruct the engineers surveying its route and to determine
their payment. 269 One month later, on their motion, a committee comprising
themselves and the chairman was appointed to take preliminary steps for
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its construction; subsequently they acted as a supervisory committee. 270 In
July, on Whitaker’s motion, the government was asked to construct a
railway from Morrinsville to Te Aroha, and on Firth’s motion Whitaker was
authorized to spend up to £50 improving the track to the mines. 271 When
there was concern about tailings polluting the river, he was appointed to a
committee of three to report on ways to prevent this. 272
In September 1883, the council heard a complaint by Peter Ferguson, a
pugnacious local miner, 273 against Whitaker. The sub-editor of the Waikato
Times made his opinion clear about this controversy by headlining it ‘A
Scene. – Mr Ferguson’s Misrepresentations’. Whitaker introduced the
subject by explaining that Ferguson was attending the meeting as a
delegate seeking a road to the Waiorongomai landing. ‘Great credit was due
to Mr Ferguson for the ready manner in which he responded to the request
of his fellow settlers, and the trouble which he had taken, and the
inconvenience he had been put to in coming to Cambridge to represent this
important matter’. He then asked Ferguson ‘to answer a few questions’
about his ‘serious reflections’ at a public meeting on Whitaker’s ‘personal
honour’. Ferguson had inferred that Whitaker had used his position as a
councillor ‘to benefit himself by diverting a road through a certain section of
land where it could be of no earthly benefit to any body but himself; and
also that he had entered into some sort of a compact with some other
property holder in the vicinity to give effect to his own personal ends’. 274
After identifying this man as Denis Murphy, 275 Whitaker insisted there was
‘no collusion between Murphy and myself to get this section’. 276 The
agreement, ‘produced for the edification of the council’, proved ‘these
allegations were absolutely incorrect’ and that Ferguson ‘had made false
statements’ to the previous council meeting, when Whitaker was absent.
Whitaker stated ‘there was a great deal of trouble in getting a proper
landing to which the nearest and best road had to be made. Here you infer
270
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that I did not give the question of convenience any consideration – that I did
not take the best road’. He accused Ferguson of making ‘a statement which
is absolutely false and untrue. You have been casting a great reflection on
me’, and the alleged agreement ‘was never contemplated’. The actual
agreement proved ‘conclusively that this matter which reflects so seriously
on me, and which tends to injure my position in the council, has been got
together for a purpose’, and he had ‘no hesitation’ in stating Ferguson ‘was a
leader in it’.
Ferguson then accepted that the agreement confirmed Whitaker’s
statement and blamed another person for providing the information on
which he based his accusation. Whitaker then stated he had engineers’
reports denying there was a good landing place where Ferguson claimed,
and denied colluding with a landowner to obtain the section. ‘I think that
whenever any reflections are cast upon a councillor in his official capacity’
the council should enquire into the charges, for if these were not refuted,
those who elected him ‘would say I had been accused of certain improper
actions’ and that, as councillors had done nothing, it agreed with these
actions. He charged Ferguson with distributing copies of the newspaper
containing the charges ‘among certain people at Waiorongomai, with the
object best known to yourself, and only to be surmised by me’. After
Ferguson admitted he had arranged their distribution, the chairman said
he considered Whitaker had done ‘his very utmost to serve the interest of
the council, and of the people of Te Aroha’ in this matter, and councillors
had ‘every reason to be thankful to him for his efforts’ of behalf of his riding.
‘Anything’ he had done as a councillor had ‘been for the public good’. After
all councillors ‘fully endorsed’ this statement, Whitaker thanked them, but
continued to complain about Ferguson’s ‘malicious act’ of distributing
reports of his accusation. ‘The whole thing had been very damaging to him’,
and he ‘could not see why the council should receive deputations from such
men as Mr Ferguson’, who had been proved ‘was not over truthful in
making representations on public matters’.
Firth assured him the council would not have permitted imputations to
pass without challenge and that he ‘had exerted himself in every way to
forward the Aroha district, and the business of the council generally’. The
chairman added that, had it not been for Whitaker, ‘there would not have
been any Aroha or Waiorongomai to-day’. Ferguson cited Murphy and
another farmer as having given him information, and admitted ‘he had been
led astray’ and ‘deceived’. After Whitaker continued to challenge Ferguson’s
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veracity and offered to produce witnesses to prove he ‘was never told any
such thing’, Ferguson laid an apology on the table:
I, Peter Ferguson, having been led astray regarding the steps
taken to fix the road to Murphy’s landing, reflecting on Mr
Whitaker’s action in the matter, beg to withdraw any statements
I have made, and express my regret that I have been so misled,
and request the publication of this apology.
With Whitaker’s consent, Firth moved the apology be accepted and
councillors hear Ferguson’s request. After considering his recommendations
about the proposed road at Waiorongomai, Whitaker moved, and Firth
seconded, that he be accorded ‘a cordial vote of thanks’ for ‘the trouble he
had taken in coming such a distance to represent the requirements of the
district’. 277 The council also passed Firth’s motion supporting Whitaker’s
arranging for a road to be constructed to Murphy’s Landing and thanking
him for his aid to the goldfield generally. 278
Ferguson’s letter to the Te Aroha News explaining his position in detail
was not published. He claimed that Whitaker, then its proprietor, ‘informed
me that owing to the large amount of advertisements which had just come
to hand he would be obliged to crush out my letter that week, but would
certainly insert it in the next issue’. After Ferguson’s letter was published
in the Hamilton newspaper and Whitaker considered there was ‘no occasion’
to reprint it, Ferguson sent it to the Thames Advertiser because of ‘the
inconvenience I have suffered through the caprice of our vacillating
newspaper proprietor’. 279 His letter to the Te Aroha News claimed that its
‘somewhat detailed account’ of the council meeting misrepresented his
motives, and explained in detail who had told him what. He denied
attempting ‘to hurt the feelings of any sensitive and guileless person’, for ‘to
heap abused and detraction upon’ Whitaker ‘would never have been my
intention’. 280
At a meeting at Waiorongomai in July 1884, a speaker complained
that Whitaker had not attended council meetings for some time and wanted
the meeting to find out whether he would resign; he was ruled out of
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order. 281 One resident believed he had resigned some time ago but the
council had not accepted his resignation. 282 In August, it did, and later a
councillor ‘complained of the way in which the Aroha riding had been
unrepresented in the Council for such a time’; Whitaker ‘ought to have
resigned long before he did’. 283
That he had been a successful councillor was indicated at the banquet
to celebrate the first crushing at Waiorongomai, when Kenrick described
him as being one of the greatest friends of Te Aroha, and the toast to the
council ‘coupled with’ his name was ‘well received’ and he ‘was voted “a jolly
good fellow” ’. 284 In 1886, Wilson considered that, had he remained on the
council, ‘the streets of Te Aroha would have been put in a proper state of
repair long since’. 285 Denis Murphy considered ‘great praise was
undoubtedly due’ to him because the tramway was constructed through his
efforts. 286
Whitaker was believed to have ambitions to be more than just a county
councillor. In April 1882, the Observer Man in Thames reported that he was
‘looked upon as the future Mayor of Te Aroha’. 287 He convened a meeting in
July 1883 about making Te Aroha and Waiorongomai a borough, but could
not attend because of lobbying the government about the tramway. 288 Te
Aroha’s Observer Man reported ‘a nice little quarrel re local government.
Both ends want priority. Harry Whitaker wants to be first Mayor, and
Waiorongomai considers he is only a puppy, or puppet, of the others. They
won’t have it, and they are right’. 289 The allusion was to Whitaker being the
pawn of Firth’s clique. The following year, he was accused of assisting ‘the
clique’ to so engineer the school committee election that Henry Hopper
Adams 290 received most votes. 291
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STAFFORD AS A LEADING MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY
Like Whitaker, Stafford was a leading advocate for the district. In
February 1882, he chaired a meeting to discuss the forthcoming visit from
the Premier, and along with Whitaker was elected to the committee to
interview him about its requirements. 292 They both accompanied the
Premier to inspect the mines. 293 Shortly before he left the district, in August
1884 he was a member of another committee charged with obtaining
government assistance. 294
In September 1883, he also became a member of the domain board and
a trustee for the maintenance of the cemetery. 295 For part of 1884 he acted
as chairman of the domain board. 296 Like Whitaker, after he left the district
he had to be asked to stand down as a cemetery trustee so that he could be
replaced. 297 In 1882, he was the chairman of the first licensing committee,
and was re-elected unopposed the following year, becoming chairman once
more. 298 In mid-1883 he was made a justice of the peace. 299 In this capacity
he was acting coroner at least twice. 300 He presided at the ‘treat’ celebrating
the opening of the Te Aroha school. 301 A member of the committee that
established the public library, he was later elected a vice-president of the
library. 302
For his services to the community, like Whitaker a tree was planted in
his honour during the queen’s jubilee celebrations. 303
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HORSE RACING
In December 1885, in proposing the toast to the chairman at the
annual dinner of the Pakuranga Hunt Club, Whitaker stated he ‘had been
associated with the club from its first formation, and lent it a helping hand
in every possible way. In a highly humorous speech, which fairly convulsed
those present’, he ‘described his first experience in hunting’. 304 An obituary
recorded that he ‘rode to hounds for many years’, 305 a sport that did not
exist at Te Aroha, where he helped organize the first race meeting in
February 1881. 306 He was a steward for the next meeting. 307 At the end of
1882, he was a steward for the Piako County Turf Club’s Spring Meeting at
Morrinsville and in March a steward at the next Te Aroha meeting. 308 ‘The
moving spirit’ in forming the Te Aroha Jockey Club in 1883, he was elected
to its committee. 309
Stafford was a steward for the first two Te Aroha race meetings. 310 In
1882 he judged a meeting at Waitoa, and, with Whitaker, was a steward for
the Piako County Turf Club Spring Meeting at Morrinsville. 311 The
following year, he was a judge for the Te Aroha Jockey Club. 312 He attended
the Auckland race meeting on New Year’s Day, 1884. 313
SPORT
In 1918, Whitaker was recalled as being ‘a leader of the “sports,” and
nothing of a daring or sporting nature occurred that Harry did not have a
part in’. 314 An obituary stated that ‘in all forms of sport, from the turf to the
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football field, his was one of the most conspicuous figures’ in Auckland. 315
He did indeed participate in a wide variety of sports in the 1870s, notably in
foot races. 316 As a member of the Pakuranga Hunt club he ‘followed the
hounds for many years’. 317 A pioneer of rugby football, in 1872 he played in
the ‘Colonists’ rugby team against ‘the World’. 318 The following year, he
played for Auckland in the first rugby match to be held at Thames. 319 In
1875, he played five games for Auckland and was a member of the first
Auckland team to tour the colony; it lost every game. 320 The following year,
he again played for Auckland against Thames. 321
In December 1880, when a rugby match was held in Lipsey’s Paddock
at Te Aroha, he chose one of the teams. 322 In 1883 he captained the Te
Aroha club against Thames. 323 At the end of that year, he was elected a
vice-president of the cricket and tennis clubs, and in 1884 was elected
president of the football club. 324
Stafford was one of the best players for the Hamilton cricket team
against Cambridge in March 1881. 325 In December 1883, the Te Aroha News
described him as an excellent cricketer whom the ‘selection committees for
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Interprovincial matches should not forget’. 326 He supervised cricket practice
every afternoon. 327
RELIGION
At the first Anglican service held at Te Aroha, Whitaker led the
choir. 328 When the bishop held a meeting in mid-December 1880, Whitaker
nominated the churchwarden and was himself elected to the vestry. 329 Like
other Anglicans, he supported the Wesleyans by giving an entertaining
speech at the soiree to celebrate the opening of their church. 330 No other
details of his involvement with the church have survived, but he died an
Anglican. 331
In August 1881, the Observer was amazed at a report in the Auckland
Star of
Harry Whitaker having preached an “edifying” discourse … at a
Wesleyan tea-fuddle at Te Aroha. Ye gods! The sons of the briny,
whom Harry was able to knock into a cocked hat in the concoction
of forcible expletives, refuse to accept the yarn, while all his
quandum chums are dumbfounded with astonishment. If the
promoters of that muffin and crumpet contest care to announce a
repetition of the performance with H.W.’s “edifying” discourse
well forward on the programme, they may safely count on a
special boat from Auckland crowded with anxious tea-fighters. 332
Stafford, a Catholic, was an originator of a subscription to build a
church and was on the committee to achieve this. 333 ‘The energetic action
taken by our respected fellow townsman’, Stafford, resulted in the obtaining
of a ‘most eligible site’. 334
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SOCIAL LIFE
In a speech to the 1886 banquet in his honour, Whitaker declared ‘he
had never met better fellows in his life, than those he had met at Te
Aroha’. 335 Three years previously, the Observer asked, ‘What would become
of Te Aroha but for Harry and Charles, who are always to the fore in any
matter of business or amusement’. 336 In February 1881, they were both
noted amongst the local ‘notables’ swimming in the river and ‘entering with
the zest of school boys into a mud fight from opposite banks of the river’. 337
When a band was formed, it was rumoured Stafford would ‘be asked to take
Drum-Majorship’, 338 but this did not happen.
PERSONALITIES AND PRIVATE LIVES
Far more was recorded in the press about Whitaker, suggesting that
he was more extraverted. According to an obituary, ‘no man was better
known or popular in Auckland’ before and after his time at Te Aroha. ‘In the
society of that day, and in all forms of sport, from the turf to the football
field, his was one of the most conspicuous figures and his personal
brightness of disposition as a young man made his company welcome
wherever he went’. 339 He was ‘one of the best known figures in Auckland’, as
well known ‘as the town clock’, and regarded as ‘the prince of good
fellows’. 340 Another obituary described him as being ‘possessed pf a bright,
genial disposition, and a fund of dry humour’. 341 As an indication of his
sociability, he was a founder member of the Auckland Club, established in
1877. 342 One gossip writer called him ‘Snoozer’; 343 did this reflect his
debonair and relaxed manner? Or, less flatteringly, could it have meant ‘a
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person who doesn’t really do anything. Generally they look busy but are not
really achieving anything, they might as well be asleep’? 344
Whitaker was called ‘Witty C. Rufus’ in one letter to the editor, 345
indicating both his complexion and his reputation for wit. Kenrick described
him as ‘he of the ruddy countenance and laugh – laugh as loud as the shirts
it pleased him to wear’. 346 At the age of 20 he weighed only nine stones. 347
In his late twenties, he retained this slender physique, as indicated by a
comment on his election to the committee of the Te Aroha Jockey Club: ‘We
suppose he will be treated as a light weight’. 348 He had sandy hair and until
the end of his life ‘was one of the few men in Auckland who wore an
eyeglass’, 349 meaning a monocle. In 1901, he was described as wearing ‘the
inevitable eye-glass’ and his face being ‘as florid as ever’. 350 His attire was
mentioned in an 1889 article describing ‘Gentlemen’s Street Toilettes’ seen
in Auckland: ‘Mr H. Whitaker wears a charming toilette, combining pretty
grey trousers, dark blue tailor-made corsage, and bewitching tie’. 351 Even
his voice was distinctive, as the Observer noted in 1881: ‘Harry Whitaker’s
voice was deliciously audible last Sunday evening. It is so unlike any one
else’s that there is no mistaking it’. 352 His wit was referred to on several
occasions. For example, at the soiree celebrating the opening of the
Wesleyan Church at Te Aroha he spoke ‘on nothing in particular, and
everything in general’, causing ‘much amusement by his natural family
bashfulness’. 353 When he chaired a Waiorongomai banquet in 1888, the Te
Aroha News wrote that it was ‘almost superfluous’ to report he ‘presided in
a manner that gave universal satisfaction – for Mr Whitaker is well-known
as making a first-class chairman at social gatherings, and, with a tact
peculiarly his own, carries out a programme as it should be done’. 354
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Although people recalled his jokes, 355 none were published. Possibly he was
referred to by the local Observer Man over what may have been intended by
the perpetrators as a joke: ‘Can’t Harry and Dick go and have a drink
without taking the landlord’s oysters?’. 356
He was always portrayed as urbane and relaxed, with one exception.
In 1882, when living in a Te Aroha hotel, he returned one midnight to
confront a drunk lodger. In the words of a witness, ‘They began to growl at
one another. Mr Whitaker stood off as if to shape’, ready to fight, when the
publican intervened. 357 In the judge’s notes, ‘Whitaker came in front door –
appeared to be picking quarrel with him. Appeared W. was preparing to
strike him’. 358 And in 1883 it seems that not everyone enjoyed his repartee,
if the following story was about him, as it seems:
Scene in a country hotel, not a thousand miles from Te Aroha: Dramatis personae: W., sitting at a breakfast table with Messrs
B. and K. Enter Mr C. H.W. (loquiter): “Well, my sanguinary (he
used a stronger term) little C.; how are you?” C.: “I am no more --little C --- than you are --- little W---.” Collapse of H.W. 359
Despite all his charm and elegance, Whitaker never married, and there
were no hints of any flirtations with any women, which the Observer would
have mentioned. The only time he was recorded as having anything to do
with women was in 1891, when he ‘was called upon to respond to the toast
to “The Ladies” at the smoke concert, and made a very neat speech. The
boys spared his blushes’. 360 When living outside New Zealand in 1900, he
was allegedly interested in ‘the latest charm in Flossies’ in Auckland. 361 The
use of this term is curious, for in New Zealand, as in England and South
Africa, flossies were prostitutes or, at best, older and over-dressed and overaffectionate women or girlfriends. 362 Only in American was this term used
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for a young woman. 363 Could his description as ‘gay and debonnair’ 364
indicate his sexuality to an age that uses the term ‘gay’ differently? Which
raises the question of the nature of his relationship with Stafford.
Gossip writers were far less interested in Stafford, and as he never
lived in Auckland he was unknown there. In 1882 a report of ‘Miss Ruby
Stafford’ of Te Aroha visiting Thames 365 prompted an immediate response:
Your compositor must have been slightly elevated [slightly
drunk] 366 when compiling last week’s budget, or how he could
possibly convert a fellow six foot two in his stockings, and big in
proportion, into Miss Ruby Stafford is a puzzle to yours’ truly. At
any rate you have conferred a handle to that gentleman’s name
that will stick to him, and what a glorious ruby he is. 367
Like Whitaker, Stafford was fit, for instance accompanying a couple to
the top of Te Aroha mountain and back in seven hours, before there was a
track. 368 In mid-1883 a Thames gossip writer revealed that he was
attractive to women: ‘Stalwart Stafford, the idol of Te Aroha, turned the
heads of half the young ladies at the conversazione. One is so seriously
struck, that she thinks she requires a few weeks’ sojourn at the hot
baths’. 369 He did not write that Stafford was interested in the ‘young ladies’.
It seems the partners did not share accommodation either on their
farm or in Te Aroha, where they both lived for at least part of the time in
hotels. Whitaker was living in one hotel in 1882, 370 and the following year
Stafford was living in the Hot Springs Hotel when it had one of its fires. He
‘had gone down the river on a shooting expedition, leaving all his belongings
in his room, amongst which was a gold watch and chain, all being
destroyed’. 371
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WHITAKER’S LIFE AFTER TE AROHA
Whitaker had left Te Aroha for Auckland by July 1884. 372 When the
Auckland Amateur Athletic Club held a meeting in the following April, he
‘occuped the position for which his energy and manner so fit him, that of
call steward, at it was greatly owing to him and his bell that the races were
kept so well to time’. 373 In March 1886 he was unable to attend a Te Aroha
luncheon to celebrate the opening of the railway from Morrinsville, 374 but
when he did revisit two months later ‘some of his friends availed of the
opportunity to entertain him’ at a banquet. Wilson, who proposed the toast
to him, said they wanted ‘to manifest the great pleasure they all felt at
having him back amongst them, even if only for a short time, and to express
their feelings of warm friendship for him’. In outlining his contributions to
the community, Wilson said he had ‘made many true friends’ who regretted
his departure. 375 The following year, Whitaker revisited with his father, a
sister, and some friends, but was not present when a tree was planted in his
honour during the queen’s jubilee celebrations. 376 In April 1888, he chaired
a Te Aroha banquet honouring Henry Hopper Adams. 377
In Auckland, Whitaker was a commission agent. 378 He also lent
money, 379 and was appointed the auditor for the Silverton Gold Mining
Company, of Waihi. 380 In 1884 he became secretary of the New Zealand
Stud and Pedigree Stock Company, which owned Sylvia Park, but when the
company collapsed in May 1890 he was appointed its liquidator. 381 This
task continued until the following May, 382 when, in the words of the
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Observer, ‘the genial Harry Whitaker’ left for Australia ‘amid the
lamentations of his Club chums and others’. 383 ‘In the presence of a large
assemblage’ at the Auckland Club, the mayor presented him with a
‘handsome and influentially signed’ illuminated address, signed by 118
men, along with a purse of sovereigns. The address expressed ‘sincere
regret’ at his departure and assured him of ‘the high estimation’ in which he
was held. In business, ‘your rare tact and ability have enabled you to carry
to a successful issue all the undertakings you have engaged in, while
socially there has hardly lived a man in this city who has enjoyed a
popularity so widespread and so thoroughly merited’. It hoped he would
obtain ‘a deserved and abundant reward’ in his ‘new career’ and then return
to his ‘old friends’. The mayor referred to the affection in which he was held,
for his ‘personal merits’ had ‘brought about this little event. (Cheers.)’ His
friends regretted that the colony’s poor financial situation had caused his
departure. Referring to the suggestion that ‘he might return a millionaire’,
the mayor hoped he would, ‘for he was quite certain that if he did, he would
be a millionaire of the right kind, and would not cease in his endeavours to
benefit the town in which he was born’. The number of sovereigns collected
was remarkably large. Whitaker’s health was drunk ‘with great
enthusiasm’.
Mr WHITAKER suitably replied, and said he fully appreciated
their kindness in giving such a hearty send-off. He had to take
exception to that portion of the address in which they spoke of his
successes, but what they had said had been said with the best of
intentions – (laughter) – and he accepted it with great pleasure.
He had received hospitalities and kindnesses from his friends in
Auckland which would never fade from his memory, and he was
sure that never again in his life would he have so many true
friends around him as he had met in this city. However, he was
not going far from them, and if any one of them was going to get
married, or anything of that kind, and thought that he would like
to have his old friend Whitaker with him, all he had to do was to
send across an invitation, with passage money and expenses, and
he would come at once. (Laughter.) Whatever part of Australia, or
any other part of the world, he was in, a grasp of the hands of
Auckland friends would always be looked to, and he trusted that
if any old friends came to that part of the world where he would
be, he would not miss looking up Harry Whitaker. (Cheers.) He
thanked them most heartily for their kind presentation. 384
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Another version of his speech was printed in the evening newspaper:
Mr Whitaker in replying said it was not necessary for him to say
that his present inclination was to fall into tears and weep at
losing so many friends, and when he saw in what a hearty
manner the address and coin had been presented, he thought it
would be bad form on his part to do any such thing. He fully
appreciated the thoroughly hearty send-off they had given him,
and wherever he might settle there would be vividly before his
mind the good feeling now expressed. In referring to his successes
he feared they had said rather what they wished than what was
actually the case, but it had been done with the best intentions
(laughter), and he accepted the compliment in the spirit in which
it was intended. There were many occasions on which those
present had extended to him hospitality and consideration, which
could never be obliterated from his mind, and if he lived twice 35
years in any part of the world, he was satisfied that never again
in his life would he have so many true friends around him. He
certainly could say, and did say that wherever he might go, he
should be only too pleased to see his old friends and to have the
grasp of friendly hands. They were not idle words when he said he
was leaving some of the warmest friends he had ever had or
would ever have again, and he thanked them all heartily for the
kind manner in which they had expressed their friendship.
(Cheers.)
This newspaper then gave details of the ‘tastefully got up’ address
(because it was produced in book form by its printing office):
The book was bound in massive, beveled edged boards, full
crimson morocco, and elaborately hand-tulled in gold, the cover
being lined with cream satin inside. On both sides of the cover,
Mr Whitaker’s crest and monogram were embossed in gold. The
address was illuminated and engrossed in 15th Century style,
with elaborate initials and an ornamental and floral border. In
the border of the address were worked Auckland arms, Mr
Whitaker’s crest, and a horseracing emblem. The whole effect was
very striking and pretty. 385
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It was understood that he had left, ‘for good’, for ‘Tasmania via
Sydney’. 386 At first he kept in touch with his friends, in November telling
them he ‘did very well over the Melbourne Cup’. 387 After his father died in
the following month, Whitaker returned to Auckland briefly but declined to
act as executor of his father’s estate. He did not inherit anything, his father
leaving everything to his daughters and a daughter-in-law. 388 Early in the
following year he ‘bought a seat on the Melbourne Stock Exchange for
£1500’. 389 Possibly he borrowed this amount, for he had left Auckland
without paying off an overdraft of £196 owed to the National Bank. Its
inspector noted, in August 1896, that the account was ‘worthless. I
understand that his friends will see us paid. He is said to be dead’. 390 He
was not dead, but 16 months later the inspector recorded that the
guarantee for this overdraft was worthless, but ‘I am told that his friends
will see us paid – otherwise it will be a loss’. 391 The amount remained
unpaid. 392
Whitaker was a member of the Melbourne stock exchange ‘during a
brisk period on the Victorian goldfields’, 393 but his departure in 1893 for
Matabeleland, in southern Africa, suggests that he had been financially
unsuccessful. Reputedly he went there because of ‘the reversal’ of the
financial fortunes of his family; he was still there early in the following
year. 394 After spending time in Rhodesia, he moved to South Africa at an
unknown date. 395 Before the Boer War, he fought in a South African corps
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against Africans, and during the Boer War he fought with the British. 396
The Observer mentioned him in January 1901:
Harry Whitaker … who a few years ago was one of the best
known figures in Auckland, is in South Africa, doing a roaring
trade as a tobacconist. It is not often he meets an Aucklander, but
when he does the inevitable eye-glass falls from his eye, and his
face, as florid as ever, beams with old-time serenity as he plies
them with questions about New Zealanders in general and
Aucklanders in particular, from the Governor down to the latest
charm in Flossies. 397
In July 1901, after learning that his legs were fractured in a railway
accident in South Africa, some members of the Auckland Club sent ‘a
cablegram expressive of their sympathy and good wishes’, but were
informed that it could not be delivered ‘owing to the decease of the
addressee’. 398 A trooper in the Imperial Light Horse, he had been on his way

to the front. The Observer wrote that, as he was ‘a man of adventurous
spirit, and undoubted courage, his enlistment for service was a foregone
conclusion, more especially as he was an exceptional horseman’. 399 Despite
his injuries, he ‘exhibited great courage and fortitude. Although pinned
among the broken wood, and suffering severely, he told the relieving party
to give their attention to the other sufferers first, remarking that they were
in a worse plight than he was, and that he would yet come out all right’. 400
His ‘great composure and fortitude’ was seen as typical of him. 401 Two
months later, a brother informed the press that the story of his death was
false. 402 The Observer commented that he would ‘have the curious
experience of reading his own obituary notice, or, indeed, notices.
Fortunately, he is still alive and well’. 403 The ‘circumstantial account’ of his
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having died was based on ‘the discovery among the papers of a dead soldier
of documents bearing the name of H. Whitaker’. 404
During the early twentieth century, ‘recollection of him almost faded’
in Auckland, although he was understood to be ‘somewhere in Africa’. In
1918, it was believed that his elder brother Alfred, also unmarried, was the
only son of Sir Frederick still alive. That April, the Observer reported that,
on a recent journey from Sydney,
Captain “Sid” Phillips was approached by a lonely first-class
passenger, who plaintively asked him about Auckland. Did the
captain know any old Aucklanders? Could the captain rejoice his
soul with reminiscences of old times? Who were the Aucklanders
of to-day? Was old Tom Henderson of the Union Company still fit
and hearty? - and so forth.
The captain informed him that an old resident in the smoke room ‘who
knew Auckland better than a guide book’ would be able to answer his
queries.
In the smoke room was a little gentleman cosily seated in a
corner, engrossed in fiction, a faraway look in his spectacles, and
a suggestion of detachment, warning the interloper to beware.
“Sir,” said the captain, with Chesterfieldian politeness, “permit
me the honour of introducing to you a gentleman anxious to hear
news of old Auckland and old Aucklanders.” Alf. Whitaker looked
up, slightly annoyed, for he was just in the interesting place
where the chauffeur proposes to the duchess and the duke
reaches for the dagger. His appearance of annoyed detachment,
however, vanished like thistledown before the tempestuous
breath of a sixth standard schoolboy. “Harry!”, he yelled,
springing towards him; and if those brothers did not embrace
with Gallic circumstance - their chins wagged far into the night,
and the captain stole away to his stateroom and muttered, “It is
well.” For three days these brothers had sat at the same table in
the saloon, and had passed the salt to each other without
knowing they were brothers. Alf knew nothing of Harry’s
whereabouts, and possibly vice versa. Old Auckland cronies will
haunt the club to waylay Harry. They will wish to see that eye
flash again through the monocle, and to observe if Harry has any
of his old dash left. 405
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Upon his return to Auckland on 7 April, the Auckland Star commented
that ‘his many friends will be pleased to learn that he is enjoying good
health, and may settle permanently in this city’. 406 He did settle there
permanently, but over time he was ‘in failing health’, becoming ‘a confirmed
invalid, and seeing only his old friends’. 407 One obituary stated that the only
‘prominent’ position he held after returning to Auckland was secretary of
the Moanataiari-Caledonian Gold Mining Company. 408 He was more than
that: from 1920, the year of its formation, until late 1923 he was chairman
of directors of the Caledonian, Kuranui, Moanataiari Consolidated
Company, and in the latter year also its acting secretary. He initially held
1,000 of the 100,000 shares, selling the last 500 four months before his
death. 409 He was also secretary of the Sylvia, also at Thames. 410 At this
time he described himself as an accountant. 411 He died in March 1924, aged
69, of general debility, lasting three months, and heart failure, lasting three
weeks. 412 As he did not leave a will, he cannot have accumulated much of an
estate.
STAFFORD’S LIFE AFTER TE AROHA
After selling his interest in Wairakau, Stafford left Te Aroha in late
1884. 413 He revisited in 1885 before going ‘to another part of the colony’. A
dinner in his honour attracted ‘a select circle of friends’, about 25; the
speeches, toasts, and songs made it the ‘most enjoyable’ gathering for a long
time. George Lipsey, ‘in felicitous language, referred to their departing
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friend’s long residence in this locality, and to his popularity among all
classes’. 414
In 1886, like Whitaker, he was unable to attend the luncheon to
celebrate the arrival of the railway. 415 By that time, he was manager of the
Whakatane Cattle Company, which bought over 6,000 acres and leased
12,000 acres in the Opouriao Valley behind Whakatane in the 1870s. 416
Stafford arrived in Te Aroha in July 1886 with several stockmen and 500
cattle, which he ‘turned out on the Wairakau farm’. 417 These were to be sold
‘as opportunity offers’, and he had 1,000 still to remove from the station. 418
The following month, he brought another 375 cattle and placed them on the
Wairakau run until they could be sold. 419 He also ran thousands of sheep. 420
In mid-1890, when the Whakatane property was sold to Gould brothers of
Christchurch and the manager became Charles Gould, formerly of the Te
Aroha district, 421 it was reported that Stafford had ‘very successfully
managed’ the company’s then 11,000 acres of freehold and 8,000 acres of
leasehold, one of the most valuable and fertile blocks in the North Island. 422
‘A lot of useful work was completed’ under his direction, and after John
Logan Campbell and others became owners in 1887 ‘much money was
expended in clearing, draining and fencing the property’. 423 Campbell
‘always recorded in gratitude in later years’ how ‘fortunate’ the syndicate
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had been in having such ‘a particularly astute manager’. 424 In gratitude, his
former employers paid Stafford a gratuity of £2,105. 425
Stafford did not leave the district immediately, for when Gould
accidentally killed himself in late August, he helped search for the body. 426
He left New Zealand at an unknown date, to take up an entirely different
career. After being involved in mining at Zeehan in Tasmania, he moved to
Kalgoorlie during the mining boom of the mid- and late 1890s. 427 Having
acquired considerable skill as a mining engineer, he was the local
representative for several British mining companies and supervised some of
their mines. 428 In 1895 he was described as being the ‘local manager’ for
William Robert Wilson, 429 who earlier had established the Te Aroha Silver
and Gold Mining Company. 430 Stafford was particularly involved with
Kalgurli Gold Mines, being its consulting engineer, general manager, and
managing director for several years after 1897 and later its chairman of
directors until its collapse in the early 1920s. 431 As well as being a ‘wellknown mining man’ and a member of the Kalgoorlie Chamber of Mines, 432
he was a director of the Kalgoorlie Saw Milling Company, 433 a member of
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the committee of the Kalgoorlie Racing Club, and a prominent member of
the local golf club. 434
After being ‘for many years a resident of Kalgoorlie’, in 1906, at the
age of 51, he married Leila Josephine de Labrosse, the second daughter of
the late Vicomte Charles de Labrosse in Knightsbridge, London. 435 She had
probably been born in 1867. 436 In reporting his marriage, a London
correspondent described him as being ‘well-known all over New Zealand’. 437
Curiously, a relative of his bride had a connection with Wairakau. In March
1867 ‘Mrs and Lionel de Labrosse’ arrived in Auckland along with their son
Lionel, and one week later ‘La Vicomtesse de Labrosse’, the former Jane
Isabella Hill, had a daughter. 438 Born at Varennes, near Nantes, in France,
Lionel was 25 when he arrived in the colony. After settling at Pahi, in the
Kaipara district, after working at the Wairakau flax mill for a couple of
months in 1889, Lionel (who never called himself Vicomte) died there
suddenly of ‘natural causes’. 439
Because of the bride’s age, there were no children. They lived in
London, where Stafford died in May 1938, aged 83, 440 leaving his widow an
estate valued at £51,027. 441 She died two years later. 442 At the time of his
death his occupation was recorded as company director, holding interests in
South African mines. 443
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CONCLUSION
Both Whitaker and Stafford were prominent members of the early Te
Aroha community. Both were at the top of the social ladder, and Whitaker
was fondly remembered for his sense of fun. But as he was accused of using
his positions and contacts to benefit both himself and the ‘clique’ around
Firth, for much of his time in Te Aroha he was strongly disliked by those
opposed to this clique. As Stafford was less sociable and not involved in
local politics he escaped this criticism. Both did their best to assist the
development of the district and thereby, indirectly, their own fortunes. At
the time there was no suggestion that their relationship was anything but
friendship, as it seems to have been.
Appendix
Figure 1: G.H.A. Purchas, ‘Plan of Messrs Whitaker and Stafford’s
Lease from Hori More & Others’, November 1883, Mines Department, MD
1, 83/1141, ANZ-W [Archives New Zealand The Department of Internal
Affairs Te Tari Taiwhenua]; used with permission.
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