Buildings as dangerous spaces:
mobilities of emotion and affect in disaster relocation
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Context: Renters and aftershocks
• Mobility is a resource that is differently accessed
• Immediate aftermath 70,000 people left
Christchurch (most returned) [Tim Love 2011]
• Renter population more ‘mobile’
• +10,000 aftershocks 50 have been over magnitude
5 (and counting…)

Theoretical context
• Politics of mobility (Tim Cresswell
2010)
• Consequences of mobilities (Jon
Anderson 2015; David Bissell
2010a/b; Lucy Budd 2011)
• Sara Ahmed (2004) stickiness and
movement of emotion
• Motion of emotion (Peter Adey
2008; Mimi Sheller 2004; Sheller &
John Urry 2006; Divya Tolia-Kelly
2008)
• Trauma and contagion (Kate
Coddington 2016; Loretta Lees
2000; Roger Luckhurst 2008)

Seeing methods as a research journey
• Participant sensing in
Christchurch: (photos, interviews,
driving around, orbiter bussing it)
• Semi structured interviews
• Focus group
• Support group:
• Cantabrians in WaikatoSpontaneous focus group
meetings; Commemoration
gatherings
• Follow-up interviews
• 19 families, approx. 62 individuals
in the support group

“Earthquakes don’t kill people, buildings do” (England
and Jackson 2011)

Acute spatial awareness

PTSD: trauma and vibration

Somatic jolts
Phil:
It’s when you hear certain sounds, noises, frequencies and feel vibrations. It’s
like being at sea and gaining your sea legs then stepping ashore. You spend
days getting rid of the urge to counter-balance the sway of the ship. That’s the
best way to illustrate what it’s like to go through months of aftershocks, I’ve
been through thousands of them, and I still feel them in my body (Interview
25 October 2011)

Histories that stick:
Los Angeles and an ecology of fear in the Western

Bonaventure

Consequences of micro-motion
• Buildings and the earth can: flex, sway, tilt, roll, rupture, break,
crack and buckle
• Motion-[akin to disembarkation sickness] remains in the bodies of
earthquake survivors
• Like motion, trauma is sticky with affect, in that it frequently
colonises the bodies of survivors and can be transmitted to others
• Historical association to seismic events embed in subconscious
and can be reignited when similar vibrations are felt
• Traumatic contagion and vibrations push at the boundaries of
what it means to be mobilised
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