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international journal it is today. Ken was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate by the University ofWaikato in 2006. 

Ken's acumen and abilities were recognised beyond New 
Zealand's shores. From 1994 to 1996 he chaired the South 
Pacific Association of Commonwealth Language and Literature 
Studies (SPACLALS) and was a Research Associate at the 
prestigious Centre for Research in New Literatures in English 
(CRNLE) at Flinders University, Australia; he was also an 
Associate Member of Darwin College, Cambridge, England, and 
a Professional Associate at the East-West Center in Honolulu. 
He represented New Zealand at international literary 
conferences and festivals in company with the finest writers and 
academics. On one memorable occasion he attended the 
International Literary Symposium hosted by the East-West 
Center with Janet Frame and Allen Ginsberg. The poem which 
subsequently emerged from the experience was read at the 
Commemorative Event for Janet Frame held at the New 
Zealand High Commission in London. Ronald Tamplin, 
formerly of Waikato University and later at Exeter University, 
commented that 'the poem left anecdote behind, becoming 
insightful'. At the invitation of External Affairs, he presented at 
the Australian National Word Festival in 1985 and at the First 
Congress of the American Association for the Study of 
Australian Literature at State College, University of Pennsylvania 
in 1987. More recently, in 2003, he recalled the late eminent 
Robert Creeley, as an American of the Rocky Mountain School, 
visiting Hamilton for the first time. That work was later 
published as 'Robert Creeley meets the Sentimental Bloke: A 
Momentary Encounter between New American and Old­
fashioned Antipodean Poetics'. 

Nationally and internationally Ken is acknowledged as a poet. 
Waikato University was a mere ten years old when Ken moved 
here in 1974 and in 1989 when the university celebrated its 
twenty-fifth anniversary Ken was commissioned to write a lyric 
sequence to commemorate the event. The result, 'A Generation 
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of Age', with muslC by Heather Kerr, was performed by the 
University Choir in the Lady Goodfellow Chapel on 16 
September 1989 to high praise. He began publishing in journals 
and magazines in the 1950s and received the firs t of many 
awards for his poetry in 1963 when he was awarded the 
Macmillan Brown Prize for Writers, placing him among New 
Zealand's most distinguished literary figures. His collected early 
poetry was published by Oxford University Press in 1973 as 
Riding the Pendulum: Poems 1961-1969. His poetry has appeared in 
literary magazines nationally and internationally, and has been 
anthologised in Australia and Japan, as well as in all of the major 
anthologies of New Zealand writing since the early 1970s. Ken's 
poetry often conveys loss and suffering, even foreboding, but on 
the back cover of Riding the Pendulum the writer comments that 
the poems: 

all demonstrate the author's gift for the evocative image, 

the haunting phrase, the delicate cadence; and all 

through is revealed a natural lyricism ... But for all that, 

these are not sombre poems, and the pervasive idealism 

running through them is tempered by an equally 

pervasive irony which moderates the ideal, rather than 

destroying it, and sets it in some clear relation to reality. 

Ken is remembered in so many ways, by so many people: as a 
husband and father by those closest to him; as a friend by those 
who have good reason to remember his many kindnesses; as a 
colleague; as a gardener; and as a staunch New Zealand man; but 
underlying these memories will be Ken's wonderful sense of 
irony that brought such light and humour to life. Vince 
O'Sullivan wrote that, within Ken's poetry, 'one has the sense of 
the whole man, creative writer and scholar and alert social 
commentator, attending to the most important cultural 
developments of his country and his time'. 

Vale Ken. 
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