








Ken Arvidson

of Age’, with music by Heather Kerr, was performed by the
University Choir in the Lady Goodfellow Chapel on 16
September 1989 to high praise. He began publishing in journals
and magazines in the 1950s and received the first of many
awards for his poetry in 1963 when he was awarded the
Macmillan Brown Prize for Writers, placing him among New
Zealand’s most distinguished literary figures. His collected early
poetry was published by Oxford University Press in 1973 as
Riding the Pendulum: Poems 1961-1969. His poetry has appeared in
literary magazines nationally and internationally, and has been
anthologised in Australia and Japan, as well as in all of the major
anthologies of New Zealand writing since the early 1970s. Ken’s
poetry often conveys loss and suffering, even foreboding, but on
the back cover of Riding the Pendulum the writer comments that
the poems:

all demonstrate the author’s gift for the evocative image,
the haunting phrase, the delicate cadence; and all
through is revealed a natural lyricism ... But for all that,
these are not sombre poems, and the pervasive idealism
running through them is tempered by an equally
pervasive irony which moderates the ideal, rather than

destroying it, and sets it in some clear relation to reality.

Ken is remembered in so many ways, by so many people: as a
husband and father by those closest to him; as a friend by those
who have good reason to remember his many kindnesses; as a
colleague; as a gardener; and as a staunch New Zealand man; but
underlying these memories will be Ken’s wonderful sense of
irony that brought such light and humour to life. Vince
O’Sullivan wrote that, within Ken’s poetry, ‘one has the sense of
the whole man, creative writer and scholar and alert social
commentator, attending to the most important cultural
developments of his country and his time’.

Vale Ken.
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