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Abstract

Goaded by the regional repercussions of the Syrian crisis sectarian tensions are
emerging as the key threat to Middle Eastern and Syrian stability. Sectarianism
has had a big impact on politics in Syria, it is implicated in the maintenance of
authoritarimism, and sectarian dynamics are escalating the intensity of the
uprising against the Assad regime. Prior to the civil war communal bonds
between regime members and minority sect insecurity were key to the survival of
the regime. Political power andrdool was maintained through fear and this was

not just fear of the powerful security forces but also fear of sectarian conflict with
the regime highlighting the risk of sectarian conflict, minority persecution and
instability should the regime fall. As r@sult many supported or tolerated the

Assads out of fear of the alternative.

This thesis aims to analyse the extent and the manner in which political players in
Syria have used religious narratives and manipulated sectarian identities in their
pursuit d power. It concludes that sectarian tactics hlagenintensified within

the Syrian uprisindoy both the regime and within the opposition. Religious
narratives for mobilising support have become widespread and an emphasis on
dangers from the 6éotherd is prevalent.
towards other religious and ethnic groups #nphasis on confessional narratives

is intensifying the dangers of sectarian violence within the civil war and creating
rifts that will be hard to heal.

The use of religious narratives for political goals is a feature of the religious and
political landscapeand this is analysed through the lens of Ethnic Conflict
Theory, With radical Islam heavily featuring narratives that emphasise
opposition to other, an entittement to dominate and an admiration of religious
warrior characteristics alongside thealtaral importance of nested communal
groups, Islam has served as a readymade construct for mobilising sectarian groups

against political foes.

However although many sectarian narratives refer heavily to history the current
confessional tensions relate sghieally to the present. With Middle Eastern
autocratic regimes under threat due to the Arab Spring many groups perceive that

political power is up for grabs and are finding it expedierdnd religiously



justifiable - to mobilise through the establisheldannels of confessional loyalties
and networks particularly along Sunni versus Shia lines. Plus given the

importance of religion to the region it is a clear front runner as justification for
political and/or armed action.

Advances in communications ctenology, specifically social media, and the
breakdown of regime authority has allowed for voittebe heardrom within an
autocratic state that had otherwise been silenced, thus providing an unprecedented

opportunity to analyse sectarian politics withigivil war.
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Introduction

Contrary to the openness across borders achieved by globalisatignus
violence and intolerandeas asserted itself across tflebe with the Middle East
leading he stakes foreligioustensiongDanin R. M., Religious Restrictions and
Violence Growing Globally led by the Middle East, 2D12n exploration of the
political culture of the Middle East is in order to ascertain why it is the region

with the higheshumber ofreligious conflicts

Sectarianisnprimarily encompasses religious belonging lidlso overlaps with

other communalidentity indicators such as ethnic and trilmaigins Sectarian
issues were complicated in the Middle East after new states were created and
independence granted by the WesWith the traditional order of thepast
disrupted many religious, ethic and tribal groupsompeted in the new political

environment for political power arabntrol.

New borders and statehood required the formation of a n&tovever this was
compromised byommunalcontests for political authority resulting dominant
ethnesectarian groups basing the emergingnational identity and political
hierarchyon their own sectarian groupAs such he transition from @ommunal
based sense of belonging within a regional sphera state identity wasnly
partially achieved Insteadsectarian identity remainechportant and claslaewith
the notion of statehogdreatinga mosaicof communal groupsather than a
unified state Due to dominatiomnd discriminatiormany sectarian groupseek
to regain or achieve dignity by muing sectarian advantages thus intensifying
and continuing sects as @entifier for confrontationlines within the struggle for
power and authority within the state.As such political power is based on

alliances that are a complex tapestry of tribgligious and family connections.

Sectarianism is the deliberate use of religious identities to achieve political or
social goals.From 1990 the majority of internal conflicts have had a significant

ethnic or sectarian element. Unfortunately it appears that internal armed conflicts
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along ethnesectarian linesare particularly complexand long lasting with
seemingly inhuman brutality Many of these conflictemerge from a history of
bloodshed withpastmarginalisation angbersecutionnterwoven into the minds

and culture of the communities involvésicott, 2008, p. 4)

The emergence or intens#itton of ethnesectarian conflicts is often caused by a
shift in power from one group to anotheFor instancehe fall of an autocratic
regime can lead to an explosion of conflict pewer is up for grabs and
simmering resentments get the chanceexpress themselves. In the vacuum of
power that results communities revert back strongly to theiasaegroups for
security and in order to pursue opportunities for poweradersco-ordinate their
bids for power around their sewian support baseand groups interested in
seizing powerconverge on the scene from withand without, often using
religious or ethnic narratives to legitimise their actig8sott, 2008, p. 6) As
such he breakdownof autocratic leadship doesnot necessarilylead to
pluralistic and tolerant democias but rather unleash@entup ethnesectarian

hatred and an intense identity driven conflict to grab the reins of power.

This thesis researches the premise that a political culture basegposition to
other is at the root of Middle Eastern unrektalso looks to explain how the links
betweenthis political culture and the resulting sectarianism have created politics
that focuson power and contrat the expense dfuman rightandthe freedom of

individuals.

The rise and present weakenirgf the Syrian regime provides an ideal
opportunity to analyse how autocratic regimes use sectarianism to facilitate the
establishment of power and control over their citizens and to analyse the
mechanisms of sectarianism within an uprising and civil war. In my thesis |
answer the question of how this is used by both the oppositidital Islamists,

the people and the regime to debate and struyglepower and control of Syria.

The queBon of sectarianism and legitimacy is analysed with the breakdown of
the Assad regime providing an ideal opportunity to explore the question of
legitimacy. The comparative stability of Syria achieved by the al Assad regime

prior to the uprising justifiesnalysis, particularly with regards to the regime
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assertion that it has been able to conttimasectarianconflict. The regime
primarily rests its case for legitimacy on this assertiohhis enquiryinvestigates

how sectarianism is used to secargocraticpower and control. | outline the
power and control mechanisms that autocratic regimes use to control and
manipulate their citizens. Within this analysis an investigation is made into
whether the Allawites are being used by the Assad regincagturepower and

control over Syria or whether Syria is ruled by the Allawite sect.

In order b explore this | have drawn on Ethni@@lict Theory which clearly
describes ethnsectarian politics. In order to further dissect the sectarian situation
in Syria with regards to thengoing uprising and civil war, Social Movement
Theory is applied to separate out communal drives for increased power and status

from the popular movement for political change.

Ethnic Conflict Theory proposes that myths, symbatsd narratives are used by

elites to encourage and direct ethnic violefarepolitical purposes Thepolitical

cultureof religion in the Middle East makesatreadymade source of mobilising

narratives for use in conflict. Mark Juergensmeyer suppoigsbth identifying

that religion provides groups with the means to recast their struggle fortydenti

and dignity ais which atte of vviolénce hava a $ymbolic and

spiritual significance that they are able to relate to their religious herifeg

Mi chael | g today mostfoffthe pustifgingedsolodidfor terrorism) are

r el i g iMditarg @nalyst Paulette Oris goesn t o st at é ndwh a't rel
emerging as the single most important politickological defall mechanism in

gl obal . cDue folthe dntedse emotions evoked by religion, sectarian
violence is often more brutal and harder to resolve then secular conflict. Oliver
McTernan described that religious extremists can find in the teachings and history

of their religon, spiritual justifi@t i ons f or t h ¢o pwtece or o f Vi o
promoe t heir own s és duchreligiom ofténretteres deavilys id

narratives for resistance and rebellions against a dominant @kée(ormick,

2006, pp. 144.46)

Importantly there are signsithin the Middle Easbf an emerging shift in the

choice of political narratives from the ideology of resistandbedJS andlewish
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Israel towards religious conflicts centred on SeS8hiarivalry and theological
disputes over the interpretations of Islam and the political application of Islam.
The concern is that political narratives prominemiiyntringon the more internal
Sunni Shia contest for power is castthgsetensionswithin political Islamas the

new focus for seeking to establish political power and stability in the Middle East
(Abdo, 2013) As a result of the Arab uprisings identities in the Middle East are
being reassessed from gendues to positioning between sectarian groups, as
such the emphasis on identity politics is greater than previqédlgio, Arab
Uprisings Have Led to Greater Religious Sectarianism, 2013he uprisings
have created a shiiith the politicaland sectariabalances in the region and the

mainresultis the deepening of the Sunni Shia divide.

Methodology

This sectiorestablishes the metidogy of this thesis. First the choice of Syria
as the country in which to studbectarian issues is justified. Then sources of

information are discussed and the theories applied are outlined.

)] Syria was chosen to analyse due tdiistory of sectariatensionsbut
also significantlybecause ofts recent history of relative tolaree
between the sects underethAssad regime. Additionallyhe
weakening of the regimand thecontrastingemergence of outright
sectarianism by both the regime and extreme elements within the
current uprisingprovides ample materighrough which toanalse
sectarian politics Sy r ikey @lace in the regional sectarian tensions
between the larger and comipgt sectsSunni and Shias also crucial
to this thesis.

i) I n order to analyse Syriab6s sectari
gathered from a welrange of sources.  Extensive use has been made
of primary sources such as onlin¥ouTube videos posted by
opposition groups and Shabbiha, activist blogs, Facebook pages,
j 0 ur n mterviesvs, ikine rhetoric from webtes anddefector$

opinions dl being important to understanding the sectarian dynamic
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within the Syrian uprising. Secondary sourcavestigationsof both
the Assad regime and the uprising have also been utilised including
think tank reports, bited Nations (UN)press releases, newspaper and
magazine articles and academic analysfskey limitation of Syria as
a case study is the closed and secretive Assad regime and its repression
of internal voices other than those officially sanctianddhisis a key
problen in studying sectarian based authoritarian regimes.
Specifically his has severely reduced the primary sources available for
the precivil war period. However the weakeningf regime
repression due to t011 initiateduprising has resulted in a hulgap
in the amount of voices emerging from Syria dradpfully most are
discussing the current crisis. This is extended by the huge
international and regional interest in the crgeneratinga significant
rise in media and academic attenti@rhich is providing fascinating
study. Social media and the internet has meant thatdnentSyrian
crisis has provide@n unprecedenteapportunityi the inside story and
videcs of a civil war in real time from primary sources. This is
invaluable in terms olunderstanding how ethrsectarianconflicts
develop within internalcrises. This also explains the chiefcus
within this thesis on the time period between thet stiathe uprising to
the thesis end date, August 2013

i) Ethnic Conflict Theory which relates to identity politics and as such
extents to the study of sectarian conflids been emplogen order to
provi de a framework throudgahan whi ch
dynamic. An Ethnic @nflict Theory based approach provides a
understandingf the sectariamssues exploited by the regime and the
sectarian issues underlying the civil Wwaowever it does not provide a
means to separate out definitivehe social movement component of
the opposition from the sectarian dynasnicTo clarify this difference
Social Movement Theory is also applied to the civil war. This has
enabled an accuratassessmenbf which dynamics are due to

sectarianism and which are due to social activism within the uprising.
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ChapterOne

Theoretical Framework: Ethnic Conflict Theory and Social

Movement Theory

1.1 Social Identity Theory

I n order to examine t hectanaa tiusiors | lobafe Syr i a
used Ethnic Conflict fieory aghe theoreticaframework. Differences of opinion

within Ethnic Conflict Theory exist with primordialists asserting that ethnic

groups operate out of a common history, culture and ancestry within communal

bonds leading to conflict driven by deepeated communal loyalties.
Constructivists believeletni ci ty i s ad dasnodc itaH e rceof nosrter utch
system creates ethnic conflict. Instruméista describe ethnic conflictsa

motivated by rational political motives. Most theorists do ndd Ipoirely to one

rationale for ethnic conflict maintaining instead that the theoretical causes of

ethnic conflict overlap (Kaufman, Ethnic Fears and Ethnic War imalagh,

1998, p. 3). Ethnic Conflict leories tend to be tied together by a
understandig that the ethnic groups involved perceive themselves to be under

threat and are attempting to achieve group security.

Social dentity Theorylooks at the socigbsychological motiations within ethnic
conflict asexploredby Muzafer Sherif in 1954. His theory suggests that hostility
between groups stems from conflicting goalkere zero sum competitions
employed leadingp negative stereotypes and hosti(\yolff, 2009, p. 37)

The most prominent socialentity theorists are Donald Horowitz, Michael Billig
and Henri Tajfel. Social identity theory proposes that people seek a positive
social identity which is basesh belonging to a group. Group loyalty is reflected

in a tendency for individuals to makecial comparisons between ith-group

and outgroups which reflecs favourably on thein-group an approactwhich
enhances amdividuals self esteem(Wolff, 2009, pp. 3839). In positively
def i ni ng o nmé@mbersoofien regpnt to digeriminatory descriptions of
out-groups (Horowitz, 1985, pp. 14143) If the groufs standing falls and as



such itno longerboosts thesef esteemof its members, individualsvill either

seek to change the group (social change) or change the narrative on which their
group identity is based (social creativity) or leave to join another group (social
mobility) (Wolff, 2009, pp. 3839).

Horowitz identifies competition between groups as a major factor within ethnic
conflict.  Experiments have shown that grolgyalty generates a desire to
promote the advancement ofn eidg@oup relative to other groups As such
analysts have concluded that humans have an instinct towards belonging to a
group and towardscaieving apositive selfandsocial identity through thigroup
(Horowitz, 1985, pp. 14143)

Socialldentity Theoryalsosupposes that minority groupfien have lower social
status thamnmajority grou, thus in order to obtain a positive social identity
minority groups must use innovative strategies. If the social system is thtatde
is generallylittle opportunity for changandthe minoritygroup must accept their
status. Hwever opposition to thestatus quowill rise if the minority group
perceives an a@ming, such as political instabilitgp improve their statusln
response the majority grodppically resors to repressiorof the minority group
to maintain itsown position. Additionally if the minority group perceives its
status in relation to the majority group is illegitimatieey will reject their lower
status andattempt toresolvetherr social identity accordinglyWolff, 2009, pp.
38-39).

Horowitz outlines how low status groups must decide whether to enmuéte
group behaviour to improve their positiothrough competitioror adopt other
stratggies. Socially and economicallyishdvantagedjyroups fear extinction if
they are unable to compete and the resulting anxiety contribuaeei@aggerated
reaction toperceivedthreats. Under thesecircumstanceself esteem improves
when an individuafrom a disadvantaged growhooses an aggressive stance as
self protectionagainstoutgroup prejudices and threats. The combination of
defensivenesand anxiety increases the likelihood that a group adhere more
closely toethnicand religious bondfor security as a basis for rationalising group
entittemens and as aymbol of social statudVolff, 2009, pp. 3839).



Ethnic divisions and conflicts within states have become a global phenomenon
since the WorldVars. With the struggle for independence from colonial forces
over, many new nations have entered into internal struggles for power and
resources betweaomesticethnic and sectarian groups.  The global spread of
new ethnical norms such as equaligshmade the repression of sectarian and
ethnic groups illegitimateesulting in an increased number repressed groups
seeking to address the distribution of political power and resources within their

nations anés suchmprove their conditiongHorowitz, 1985, pp. 3).

Horowitz identifies that ethnic groups areanked hierarchically in order of
dominancerom the ethnic eliteowards subordinate and unranked ethnic groups
(Horowitz, 1985, pp. 223). Uprisings and revolutionswhilst typically
associated with class ideology, can alsonséigatedby ethnic groupsvanting to
advance byremoung social, economic and political barrie@nd attempting to
force the redigribution of ecoromic and political power in order thange their

position within the statis ethnesectariarhierarchy(Horowitz, 1985, pp. 884).

In states where ethnic divisions areryasive, ethnic concentratiorsist across
political, economic and military structures creating a situation where ethnic
conflict and competition are the prominent poéti¢eatures. Where one ethno
sectarian group holds political power alongside a strong representation within the
military and security forces, the security apparatus becomes a tdabeforternal
repression othallenges from other ethnic grouf@dorowitz, 1985, pp. 142).

In a state where political parties are drawn along ethnit sectarian lines a
situation can develop where one group is never in power and the military,
particularly if it comprises of predominantly one ethnic group, may decide it is

fairer and safer to seize power (Horowitz, 1985, pp84)33

Horowitz also states that ethnigoups benefit their members as theyarait of
secure solidaty that offers help and support. This unity hardenswithin
ethnicallydivided andunstablestates ashe need for visibly belonging to a group
intensifies due tohte lack of securityHorowitz, 1985, p. 74) Heidentifiesthat if

a state provided for the security all its citizensand supplied effective legal
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recourse foinjustice this would reduce theeed for ethnic affiliabnswith group
membersinstead able toely on the state to provedfor their security concerns
(Horowitz, 1985, p. 74)

There is a strong interplay betwe@&thnesectarianaffiliations and kinship.
Additionally ehno-sectarianaffiliations can create ties betweehe political
bureaucacy and citizens. Again this is particularly relevant whefeiman rights
are not adequately protectedthin a state as in this instanbelonging to the
sameethnosectarian groups members of the regime chaelp provide security.
Ethnosectariangroup membersvho arein positiors of political influence and
working to protect theicommunal grougs rights contributanarkedly to ingroup
security and prosperity particularly in gsgsem where citizens are vulnerable
Additionally belonging to a ethnic groupensuresmembers do not have to face
any new emerging political or social system al@iderowitz, 1985, pp. 781).

Claims are mad¢hat history, traditios and tribalism are a major contributors to
ethnic violencehowever modern ethnic wars show that those groups associated
with modernisation such as educated elites, army officers and the urban
population aremore often at the forefint of ethnic conflicts. Therefore whilst
previous conflict and persecution goes some way towards explaining feelings of
insecurity and hostility between grouygghnic conflict tend not to be explained
assolely due to the revivadf previous disagreemes (Horowitz, 1985, pp. 97

99).

Modernisation can contribute to ethnic conflict with populationslemoing
6soci al mag theirlcondit@rts changie to increaskmedia exposure,
urbanisation,a risein the number of educated citizersd moves away from
traditionalagricultural lifestyles. These changesvake insecurity and therefore
cancontribute tomoves towards thehelter ofethnesectariarbelonging. $cial
mobilisation rates can differ greatly from assimilation rates therefore competition
for the benefits of modernisation can lead elites to turn to the collective support of
their communalgroup to increase their competivenés®rowitz, 1985, pp. 99

101) Communalgroups that are successful at advancing their social and



economic position are in turn envied, resented and often feared by groups who

occupy a lower position in the class syst@torowitz, 1985, pp. 10813)

Psychoanalytic and Social Dynamiddory develops group identity further by
stating that group self &®m is comprised of symbols, rituals amdrratives
relating toa grousod successefdilures with borders which clearly itferentiate
between out and igroup inclusion. Minorities camecome part of a majority
groupsd narrative for framing its failures and traumas This is particularly
relevant whenthe majority groupprojects responsibility ad blameonto the
minority group. If the minority historically belonged to a state or nation that
inflicted a great trauma on the majorigthnic group andhe majority later
becomegdominantthey may commit mass atrocities as retaliation to redrast
injustices (Wolff, 2009, pp. 3¥40).

The importance of collective memories anshared identitgmbeddedvithin the
culture of an ethnic group can help to understand mobilisation within ethnic
conflict. In manyinstances of ethnic conflicliees manipulatecommunalfears

and narratives ag means tagecruitan army to promote their leadership and rise
to power (Wolff, 2009, p. 41) Social Identity heory outlines the role
communal identities play within conflict situations particularly as this relates to

in-group loyalty and ougiroup hostility.

1.2 SymbolicPolitics Theory

Kaufmarb s Sy mb ol i ¢ aBserts ithatiethrscity ishbasedan 6 my t h
symbol caadnrtpal wherbostility towards another ethnic group am
important part of this complex the likelihood of inter group conflintreases
(Wolff, 2009, p. 28) Alongside group mythologies that justifstility towards

other ethnesectarian groups Kaufman outlines two othpeconditions that
indicate that ethio conflict is likely, these preconditions being whegraup fee$

that it is facingan existential threat to its survival, and the opportuiitsnobilise
(Wolff, 2009, pp. 3€31).



Kaufman adds that conditions within the political sphere suctieasographic
concentrations of raethnic group, political freedoms, third party involvement,

regime losing powedue to internal oppositioand a base in a neighbouring state

also contribute tocommunalconflict. However in order for thesituation to

escal ate to mass or elite |l ead violence
chauvinist political mobilisation and e c ur i t ymudtibé meavantd/dlff,

2009, p. 31)

Sufficient mobilisation toengage incommunal conflict is encouragedby

emotional appeals to ethnic bond#s such Symbolic®!| i t i cs makes t he
assunption... that people make political choices based on emotion and in response

to symbol sé. Ethnicity 1is defined as
f e el (Kaufgnan2001, p. 29) In order to understand thgmbols which work

to mobilise acommunalgroup an examination of the myths and prejudices shared

by group members is required and this | e
col | ect(Kaufenanf 2804 ,rpg. 290).

Groups aremorelikely to engage in ethnic conflict where there is a-@xesting

ethnic myth which justifies violence towards specific -gudups. This
justification can include a bel iref t hat
entitled than th target ougroup (Kaufman, 2001, p. 30) Additionally a group

that admires warrior characteristics andludes thisadmirationas part of their

shared identityincreases the likelihood of thgroup engaging in otgroup

violence. Opportunistic elites often attempt to maaudhmyths to support their

own aims ando strengthen thelegitimacy(Kaufman, 2001, p. 30)

Fear is the driving factowhich turnsethnoesectariartensions tacommunalwar.
Extreme fear and insecurity are perceivedussifying violent self defence and
can leadto drivesfor political dominance in order to achievegnoup security.

The primary source of group fearsidentified as existing with the groujds

myth symbol complexparticularly wherthis emphasisefeelings of persecution
and victimization. Often a dominant group fears revenge whilst a dominated

group fears group and thereby individual extincijigaufman, 2001, p. 31)



Another precursor to ethnic conflict is the opportunity to mobilise. Political
repression can prevent ethnic or sectarian opponents from being able to effectively
mobilise ethnically based opposition groups. $amuentlya brekdown in state
authority within an ethnically divided state can create an opportunity for ethnic

groups to violently seek to redress the political balgdeeifman, 2001, p. 32)

Mass led ethnic movements tend to depewhere ethnic myths and fears are
strong. Elite lead movementalso have their origins in ethnic myths and symbols
but in this instance elites are creating narratifrem within the grouds myth
complex in order to intensify fear and insecusitlgich they in turn use to justify
their extremist policies and to support their assertion that their political
empowerment is necessary for the protection of tleimr Thus the security
dilemma isin this case cynicallyintensified by a predatory elite andgin
emerges as a dominant cause of ethnic confli¢aufman, 2001, p. 34)

Kelmenmakes the observation thidie escalatory and self perpetuating nature of
ethnic conflictis also based withinthe myth complex. Asew conflcts and
massacres are endured new symbols and myths ethatgecorporate these new
traumasstrengthemg and hardeimg existingchauvinisticand hostile attitudet®
relevantout-groups. The end result ismotive and dramatic ethnmythologies
that reinforce zero sum politics and make compromise seem like a betr#élyal of
groups myth complex. This createssgnificantbarier to peaceful settlement as
it reinforcesjustifications for aggressive defensive actioaad confirms the
necessity of further violenc achievesecurity. Extreme feay reinforced by
ethnic myth compless and accompanyingsecurity dilemms, pervads ethnic
conflicts making them verydifficult to resolve(Kaufman,Escaping the Symbolic
Politics Trap: Reconciliation Initiatives and Conflict Resolution in Ethnic Wars,
2006, p. 205 & 215)

1.3 The Security Dilemma and Communal Conflict

In this section| look at Ethnic ®@nflict Theory with a focus on themore
prominent security dilemma explanation fmmmunalviolence Theories based



around the security dilemma draw from realist International Relations theory
relating to Kenneth Waltzds 1979 descrip
in which inorder to become secure statake actionsuch as acquiringilitary

power, which in turn decreases the security of other stades seek to address

this resulting in a subsequent reduction in security of the original sStaterent

anarchy within thenternational political system means that security is the most
significant concern of stat€gvolff, 2009, p. 26)

Barry Posen highlighted that the anarchy and lack of central authority inherent in
international polical system emulates the anarchy that exists when a regime loses
control or a state is undergoing regime changéle explains further that two
factors in this scenario increase ethnic gréuypsrceptions of insecurity, one
being thattommunalties can beused tomobilisean army, the second being that
when ethnesectarian groups are geographically isolated or vulnerable to
aggression from radicals they take action to ensure they can defend themselves
and often these actions are perceived as offensive rréditiae defensive to rival
groups. Complicating these matters is the tendency of people to refer to history
when they lack insight into the plans of competing graigslff, 2009, pp. 26

27). Drawing on the integroup conflict between Croatians and Serbs in what is
now the Republic ofCroatia Posen noted that once the more violent fanatical
segments of each group began terrorising the other ethnic gotlphe ethnic
groups as a whole wengore likely to pursue violenc@Nolff, 2009, p. 27)

Barbara Walter builsl on the security explanations forthmic conflict by
extending the conditions that createmmunal fears to include government
breakdown, chaging balances of political or demographical powedistribution

of economic anar military resources and forced or voluntary disarmament.
Regional and global political dynamics are also import@fbolff, 2009, pp. 27

28).

Walterassers that whilst these conditions make ethnic insecurity likedg actual
outbreak of violencesiorchestrated by predatory and manipulative elites who
develop rhetoric which increases their own ethnic gieuUpars and offer

themselves as a protective source of unity and defence dutgroup threats
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Political opportunists are able to find traction for their spread of inflammatory
myths within shareccommunalmemories which in turn become the base of
emotonally driven decision making within highly chargettuations (Wolff,
2009, p. 28)

FurthermoreLake and Rothchild state that information failures anthck of
credibility lead to ethnic groups being unableréassureout-groups and also
unable tdbargain effectivelyascommitmens fromeither sideare notperceivedas
credible As insecurity intensifiegre-emptive forcestarts to emergas the safest
defensiveoption (Wolff, 2009, p. 28)

1.4 Contentious Politics:Social Movement Theory

In order to fully understand the communal conflict within Syaiad particularly
within the uprising analysis needs to extend beyond Ethnic Conflict Theory to
include Social Movement Theosp as to separate out communal aspirations from

popular activism

Social Movement Theory outlines three causal factors that lead to social
movements. Theseact ors are O6épolitical odpportun
f r ami n ¢Political opportunity presents itself as the grievances and
dissatisfaction which leads to the opportunity to take collective action.  In order

to collectively mobilise structureend resources are neede@ollectiveaction is

typically mobilised through established social structures andhmunicated

through existing social networks. In order to motivate and focus collective

action the opposition grouframes dissatisfactioninto a strategyby outlining

grievances and attributingesponsibility and blameesulting in a compelling

argumentor political changéJackson J. W., 2006, p. v &.4)

McAdams, Tilly and Tarrow elaborated o&ocial Movement feory through
their contentious politics analysiassefing that mobilisation through existing
social structures went so far as to appropriate existing social structures and turn

them into vehicles for mobilisation. This accounts fog fbility of opposition



groups to organise effectively despite repression or a lack of resources.
Furthermore they went on to state thia@ framing narrativeof the opposition
movement was not just a motivational tool used by leading activists suawa
construct influenced by narratives of competing groups, oppqgniitd party
groups,the state and the media.As such lhe narrative of a social movemast
contained within theultural and sociatestraints of its locality. The manner in
which a movement is reported through mediammunication channels and the
cultural filter of its environmenimpacts on the movement leadeastempts to
frame the movementContentious politics is dynamic and evolving mechanism
that is a function of bothtself and its political and social circumstances
(McAdams, 2001, p. 44)

In order to analyse the Syrian uprisingwill be drawing from the Social
MovementTheories described as th&hnic Communal Mobilisational Model,
Resource Mobilisation TheoryPolitical Process Theory and New Movement
Theory. Resource Mobilisation Theory stresses the role of power and power
strugglewithin social movements It explains that groups can mob#ito address
grievances or deprivation when they have the resources to do so. Mobilisation
requires the creation of a potential support base, recruitment netwheks,
motivational framing of issuestemoval of barriers to participation and the
building of a coherent collective identity. The ability do this relies heavily on
necessary resources such as financial support and resources, political influence,
access to media outlets and the necessary worké&thout adequate resources

to enable theirmovement to develop the group is less able to address their
grievancegOpp, 2009, pp. 127160)

The existence of the necessary resources to mobilise is understood within Political
Process Theory however the erapis here is on the timing of collective action.
The emergence of a political opportunity to organise is recognised as being crucial
to the instigation of a social movement. iBo&l opportunitiesan be created by
various factors such athe growth of political pluralism,a decline in the
effectiveness of state repression, elite disumith a correspondinglecline in

regime legitimacy, increased and broadened access to institutions involved in the
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political process and the advocating of psbtey an elite group looking to expand
its organisation and raise its prof{@pp, 2009, pp. 16165)

Political Process Theory also establishes the political environment as a key
determinant of collective action The political environmen influenced by a
number of factors including the nature of the megls elite, the distribution of
skills and satus within the population and leved$ social disintegration. The
political environment plays a key role @ither facilitating the development of or

the obstruction of social movemen{®pp, 2009, pp. 16165)

Mixed systems where there aeme openings for political mobilisation but also
repression generate gteanumbers ofsocial movements as they have both the
grievances andhe opportunity although limited to mobilise  The limited
opportunitiesfor influencing political changéncreases frustration with protests
often the only avenudor voicing grievances Additionally rising expectations
can also sharpen discontent leading to ctileaction. Furthermore a perception
that there is an imeased likelihood of a movemémtsuccess can increase
participation in protest@Opp, 2009, pp. 16165). This is in linewith the Kings
Dilemmaasoutlined by Samuel Huntington whereby ited reforms from the top
increase rather than decreatamands for moreeforms from the bottom. He
resulting pressure fadditional and more radicagéformsimperils theincumbent
regimeincreasing the risk it will be swefpom power(Dunn, 2007)

New Movement Theory was constructedto expand understanding of
contemporary activismwhich emphasied cultural reproductionin advanced
capitalist societies sucas the Green movement ahdmanrights movements.
New Movement Theorydescribesmovements that focus on issues relating to
symbols, ideology, culture, social consciousness agdneréised beliefs and
valueswith key themes being quality of life, self determination and identitys
theorised thatthese new movements are a pEsise to communications
technology the influence and plurality of modern urban centréne fast pace of
life, and the constant change within modern civilisatieadng to activistthemes

that areattempting to address the wdshg fracturing of personadentities that
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this complexity brings. As sudhesesocial movements are constantly evolving
(Buechler, 1995)

New Movement Theory outlines collective action that focuses not just on
initiating instrumental actiorirom the state in relation tdnighlightedgrievancs

but also focuses on changing the values and behaviourgittfens New
Movements are often grass roots movementsfraogientlyfocus on the interests

of marginal group$Buechler, 1995)

New Movement Theoryds emphasidraflecedin gr ass
Ge n e Spolticalpti@esry outlining an action plan for revolutievhich was

referenced by activists within the Egyptian Arab SprinGene Sharp promoted
revolution in terms of understanding that dictators are never as powerful as they

say they arerad thatthey can be toppled througieaceful means through acts of
noncompliance,using symbols to demonstrate opposition unity, highiight

brutal and repressive stadetions,creating anovement identity and undermining

the regimed pillars of support(Arrow, 2011) Unfortunately this has not been

successfuin Syria.

The remaining theory | am aiming to outline,Ted Gurr 6s Et hnic C
Mobilisational Model which outlines four chief traits which contribute to
communal mobilisation.  The first trait is the ext of the gap between the
aggieved population and the governing elite, namely the larger the gap the greater
the motivation for political mobilisation.  Secondly, Gudentifies that the
stronger the upsd identity through commorhistorical experiences, religion,
ethnic origin, language andhared locality the greater the likelihood of
communal political mobilisation.  Thirdly the stronger the networks and social
cohesion within a group the greatie ability to organise political action and
fourthly the extent of repression by the dominant group over the subordinate
group points to the potential for political mobilisation in that harsh repression

makes aggrieved groups reluctant to resort to opdence(Sahliyeh, 2001, p. 5)
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1.5 Theoretical FrameworkConclusion

Ethnic conflict theory and social movement theory help to shed light on the Syrian
sectarian situation.  Ethnic conflict theoryiatssin identifying and analysing
sectariarmobilisation Socialmovementheory teases out the dynamics tstam

from the popular movemenand separates them off from the underlying sectarian
dynamic. In order to show how these two have overlapped within the

revolutionary conditions both theories have been applied simultaneously.
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ChapterTwo

The Communal Contextwithin Middle Eastern Politics

2.1 ArabCulture and Communalism: Opposition to Other as Political

Structure

The Pew Researatentresd 20072010 research polervealedhatthe Middle East
eclipses the rest of the worlibth in terms otensiors between religious groups
and with regards tostate repression of religion. The poll also showedhat
religious restrictions ah tensons are on the rise across the globsith the
increasedexposureto outsidereligions and culturesfforded byglobalisation
oftenmet with ameasure oflefensivenesandethnoesectariarchauvinism(Danin

R. M., Religious Restrictions and Violence Growing Globally led by the Middle
East, 2012) Given the pll revealed the Middle Easts the region with the
highestlevel of religious hostilities it is relevant tinvestigatethe dominant
cultureand religion in the regigrArab culture and Islagmand assess its impact on

the creation of this statistic.

Middle Eastern culture is based on a history of predau@srior tribalism and

identity politics in which individuals belong to a siof nested communal

groups from family through to sectarian group. The tribal culture is based on self
preservationthrough out-group hostility which correspondingly reinforces- in

group loyalty (Salzman, 2008)Symbolic Politics Theory outlines how ethro
sectarian communities with a warrior myt
and s 6 engage mo r e-seatadam acbmnflicty(Kaufrman, &odarm o

Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnwar, 2001, p. 30) With both these
characteristics present withiArab culture this has significantly influenced

Middle Eastern politis and the politization of IslaniSalzman, 2008)

The Muhammad ascendency and the rise of Islam can be attributed to
Muhammadés ability to unite the Bedouin

collective through which they were able to dominaiegrous and provide in
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group security As Salzmarwulescribes

Building on the tribal system, Muhammad framed an inclusive
structure within which the tribes had a common, @oakn identity

as Muslims. This imbued the tribes with a common interest and
common project. But unification was only possible bytending

the basic tribal principle of balanced opposition. This Muhammad
did by opposing the Muslim to the infidel, and ther al-Islam, the

land of Islam and peace, to tbar alharb, the land of the infidels
and conflict. He raised balanced opposition to a higher structural
level as the new Muslim tribes unified in the face of the infidel
enemy. Bedouin raiding became sanctified as an act of religious
duty. With every successful blgtt against unbelievers, more
Bedouin joined theumma Once united, the Bedouin warriors
turned outward, teaching the world the meaningildd, which
some academics today say means only struggle but which, in the
context of early Islamic writing and thegjical debates, was
understood as holy w@Balzman, 2008)

Symbolic Politics Teory illustrates how the politics of Middle Eaststatesare
influenced by their myth symbol compleas which encompassheir cultural
histories  For the majorityof Islamic groupstheir myth symbol complexes
clearly denounceout-groupsas infidels. Furthermore miths attestingto the
divine purposef Jihadwere strengtheneoly theconquest®f the Muslim armies
between the 7 and 9" centurieswho éwith Islam as theinational religion and
war-c r suocessfully challenged the Byzantines in @eth and the Persians to
the East, going on to conquer Christian and Jewish populations in Egypt, Libya
andthe Maghrebh and the Hindu papation of Northern India(Lewis B. , 1956,

pp. 13, 4963). These conquests were followed by successful invasions into
much of Chrstian Spain, Portugal and Sic{Salzman, 2008)

Whilst editing primarysourcedescriptionsof JihadAndrew Bostoman associate
professor of medicine at Brown Uniggty, discoveredengthy quotes from major
ancient Islamic authorities confirming the obligation of Muslims to engage in holy

wars against infidels. Moderiihadi rhetoric reflects this ancient justification for
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sectarian violence.This is an extension of a culture irhieh tribal identity is

based on a premise o this lopsptoraughttaMosim t o d o't
attitudes to nofMuslim. This attitude is confirmed in the historical persecution

and repression of Christian and Jewish peoples in Muslim lands. ef$ecption

of Jews and Christians was based not just on a tribal culture of opposition to other

but also on the deeply rooted Muslim belief that Islam was the one true religion

and all others were inferior or falsa belief that most religions have atdea

historically held about themselvesT hus, as Sal Therheologdad scr i be
foundation of the Arab empire was the supremacy of Islam and the obligation of

each Muslim to advance its dominationThe relationship between Muslims and
nonMuslims is thus defined byancientlslamic doctrine as one of superiority

versus inferiority and of endlessnflict until the succedul conquest of the nen
Muslimod(Salzman, 2008)

Opposition to other is also reinforced through timportance of honour within

Middle Eastern tribal culturevith violence againsbutsidersa common path for

those seeking honoySalzman, 2008) With honour heavily embedded in a
warriorods successft usl Arab dondur is cotresgomdimgly wi t h
challenged by the global spread of Western valueshtasits perceived as a threat

to Islam. In order to find honour in a world politically and economically
dominated by Westemalues asopposed to Islamic values, Isiec honour6é ¢ a n

be found onl(Sazman, 2008 s Wescanaseedhss @ynamitilised

within Syrian politicswith theregimes use ofthe Islamic myth symbolcomplex

in order to cast themselves @® champions oArab honourand Islam through

redstance to the West and Israel

The regiorsd zero sum politics and lack of power sharing means that the
introduction of human rights and democracy will require a shift in the political
paradigm(Symh, Interview: Phillip Symth on Syria, 2013)Secular democracy

is part of the modernity paradigm which has affected the globe at varying times
and depths. Modernity projects towards the fufluavoix, 2012) In contrast
radical Islam autocratic leadershignd tribalismdrawsfrom the pasthence many
radicalsand leadersgjuotehistorical fatwasand/or use religiono legitimise their
political choices.
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The political culture of the regiomvhich is based on the suppression of others in
order to achievesociopolitical goals and dominance, a dynamic particularly
noticeable in reference to the lack of gender and sectarian equality, favours the
development of autocracy. Both thatocraticsecular regimes and the radical
Islamists are a direct product of this winner takes all mentalibhoughthey are
sworn enemies. ey are not sworn enemies solely because of their different
ideologicaland religiousideals but also because they are directly competing for
the same goal, the right to impose their own needs and wants onto society
legitimised either through ideology or religion, through a systeaureckitherby
aradicalinterpretation of Sharia law dry secular use of forc@& order to obtain

power and privilege

Middle Easternsct ar i ani s m icentrd @iscepld btribgd politicat he 6
or g aniwh&h frames Gectariam-groupsin opposition toout-groups or
mor e basi catlH e (®azman, 2008)r This effectivelyensurs in-
group cohesion andltimately survival in a harshard politically competitive
reality but it destroys the opportunity for stability based on cooperation and
human rights. Political mobilisation within Middle Eastern cultures usually
framed in opposition to a heretic other, thimkes for a difficult processom
revolution todemocracy, secularism amdjual sectariamights.  As such he
Syrian democratic social movememithin the 2011 initiated uprisingnust
withstandthe temptation taraw from its ownpolitical culturetoo greatly It

must resist the urge to secupmlitical supportalong sectarian lines as this will
ultimately defeat its airg, reducingsupport fromoutgroupssuch aghe religious
minorities and making the social cohesion required f@ successful democracy
difficult.

2.2 Religion, Political Narratives and the Mechanisms of Power

and Control

The political culture of O6us versus them
to useas an important part dhe imposition of autocratic powandenableghe

use of religious political narratives the Middle East and within SyriaPower
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and control is achieved through mechanisms that encourage the submission of

targets and enforces the psychological dominance dftaet | have outlinedn

the tablebelow thetypical mechanisms used by autocratic regimes to create

conditions that strengthen illegitimate political power and control.

rg. 1 Power and Control

Physical Fear

Economic

Psychological

State of Emergency
legislation enabling
securityapparatus to

repress citizens

Elite control over resources

Manipulation of ethne

sectarian fears

Corrupt criminal justice
system used to imprison

political opposition

wSIAYSQa LI G
systems only way to securg

wealth

Regime maintaining
divisivenesdetween ethno

sectarian groups

Security apparat@isQ
internal intelligence mean
organising internal

opposition difficult

Resources primarily
RA&0GNROGOIzi SR
own ethnosectarian group
or within patronage

networks

Conspiracy theories
declaringthe state is under
threat from external source
to distract from internal

discontent

Corrupt immunity of
security officials from
punishment for human

rights abuses

Disproportionate allocation
of resources to suppressin

internal opposition

Minimising ofregime

deficiencies and failings

People whcriticisethe
regime going missing or

receiving beatings

Corrupt acquisition of

wealth by regime elite

Denial of regime brutality

Torture of opposition

figures

Ability to direct funding
within religious

orgarnisations

Blaming common enemies
for regime failings and/or

violenceg i.e. Israel ,the US

Incorporation of military

into political spheres of

Ownership of media outletg

to ensure the dominate

Truth Owningg punishing

those who challenge the
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power

message is the regimes

narrative supporting its ruleg

state narrative

Symbolic violence the
punishment of loved ones
in the steed of concealed

opposition figures

Cult of Personality around
rulers, naming as Lion,
Father of the Nation , force(

displays of adration

State terrorisnx violence
such as massacres within
opposition strongholds to
send message to entire

population

Using religion to legitimise

rule

Assassination of leading
internal and external

opposition figures

Using religious symbolism t
enforce power and devout

right to rule of leader

Assassination of leading
figures within ethne

sectarian groups

Creating chaos in order to
obscure securing rule by

force

Assassination of any eliteg
with the potential to
challenge leadership from

within

Discrediting internal
opposition in derogatory
language i.e. terrorists,
criminal gangs, inciting

sectarian hatred

Assassinating politicians il
other countries who
challenge the

Wall of fear

Deflecting blame for
internal chaos by claiming
victimisation byexternal
mutual enemies i.e. US

conspiracy

Terrorising population to
install wall offearwhilst

claiming legitimacy

Holding mock elections tha
releasing statements about
how much the President is

loved

Fear is the base on which autocratic politipalver and control is constructed.

The wall of fear is built around corruption, the criminal justice system, a brutal
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security apparatus focused on domestic dominance, media repressiapt elite
enrichment, exaggerated elite influenpelitically inspired narratives, clientism

sectarianisnand control of the armed forces

Due to the social and culturadle of religion and nested identity groups the

Middle East,these bondsepresent significant tools for the imposition of power

and control. This has its roots in Islamic historyslam createda psychological

change in thgeoplethat Muhammadand his successors sought to |emloudh

unifying tribes andmaking them more controllable despite being unused to
centralised leadershipSo it emergedhat historically dn the Wars of Conquest
(Islam)was the g mb o | of Ar ab evenithobugh tleemain aimsoft or y 0
the conquests were based in power and resources as opposed to (ledgisrB.

, 1956, p. 56)

Additionally Bernard Lewis describes Islam as being the means through which
causead f ol |l owi ng wlae faith was the effeial erddo of the 0
established order, the cult the externatl divisible symbol of its identity and
cohesion, conformity to them, however perfunctory, the token and pledge of
loyalty. Orthodoxy meant the acceptance of the existing order, herappstasy

its criticism or rejection...in g1 minds and feelings of merh@ch and St were

i ndi sti ngu(Lews®b, 196, fpudQ0O) dhereforethecommunal
myth symbol complexess described by Symbolic PoliticBheory heavily
featured Islam amtrinsically bound witim Middle Easterrpolitics.

In modern historyHafez al Assadfollowed byBashar al Assadjsedreligious

and sectarianstrategieto ensure control over the Syrian populatiotdafez al
Assad sought to gain the trudtthe Sunni majaty by co-optingS y rsiredigious
establishment.  He gave high ranking Islamic clerics positions in the Reoples
Assembly and he made large personal donations to Hama religious clantties
Homs religious schoolsFurthermore heincreased the salaries of religious
estdlishmentemployees and designated extensive funds for the building of new
mosques in an attempt to decrease the Sonajorityés reservations about their
President belonging tilve Allawite sect. Througthe contrasting strategies @f-
opting religiousleaders and th® a 6 at h sqrudar stande sHafez al Assad
sought teestablisHegitimacy(Ziadeh D. R., 2008)
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FurthermoreHafez worked to create a cult of personality to reinforce the
legitimacy of his rule(Pipes, 1996, p. 15) This included the regime issuing
propaganda using religis iconography and depicting tHeader imitating

divinity in an attempt to subjugate religious and constitutional challenges to an
Allawite ruling elite. An example it992occurredu pon t he death of
mot her,wNemtbhe ar egi me i ssued a poster feat
halo and Hafez bowing at her fd@ipes, 1996, p. 1%Wedeen, 1999, p. 13)he

lack of mainstream media reporsd civilian challenges tthe Islamic styled
propagandallustratedthe regimés power through theiability to imposetheir

own narrative

However although the regime was able to ensure that the majority of its citizens
participated in outward displays of admiration of their leader none of this worked
towards creating genuine legitimacy or popularigther it was his ability to
publicly proclaimthese things and remain relatively unchallenged which proved
and perpetrated his power and control leading to an everyday culture of
compliance and fear of the regimét establishech visible dominance wheog

the people deemed it was in their own beserests to submit to that times
religious, slogans and symbols of the noharismatic regime and in doing so
psychologically submit to its power and control over their lijdd&deen, 1999,

pp. 67 & 9-11). Essentially forcing the population to put up pictures of al Assad
was and is a discipline strategy of the reg{wedeen, 1999, p. 15)

When he came into power Bashar al Assad also sougissticiate himself with

Islam throughsecuringthe support of key Sunni religious figures in order te co

opt the religious establishment apreventit mobilising its followers to oppose

the regimé power. Given its importance to the Sunmiajority, religion forms

an i mportant part of the regimeds strate
Syria(Ziadeh D. R., 2008)

After asurge of demands followdgla s h ar  airfaugéaticna 2000sdue to
perceptions he was eeformer, the regimeswung backtowards suppressing
internal oppositionn 2006 At the same tima recognition of the Islamic revival
across Syria and the Middle East, Bashar al Assadht tofurtheraccommodate

religious conservatives as a means of broadening his support Haisencluded
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an increased usef references to his Islamic identity withhmhe Pr esi dent
speechegSlackmen, 2012)

Another methodhat the regime employed in order to control their population was

to deliberately associate the increasing visibility of Sunni Islamic religiousness
with I slamic extremists and terrorists.
t e r postBKl and the sdarianism within the Iraqi civil war to help facilitate

this association Additionally when it has felt threatened such as during 2004

2006 the regimehighlighted hcreased Sunni religiousness in order to malee

impression that the only alternative teeir rule was Sunni majorityule and due

to increasedSunni religiousness this would raa the repressionf tereti®
religionswithin an Islamic statgAlhaj, 2012, pp. 34)

In contrast to its highlighting increas&linni devoutnesghe Syrian regime did

not publiciset h e r i dtersligiousnes@videnbinthe increasing number of
ShiGte pilgrims visiting holy sites in SyrigAlhaj, 2012, pp. 34). Through his
greater asociation with Shia IslamBashar al Assad has inflamed Islamic
defensiveness by departing from the careful balancing act that Hafez al Assad
maintained between sectarian graug$is balancing aatften entailed absorbing
individuals from differentsectaian groups into positions within the government
that did not entail decision makingThis balance has been upset vwBthshar al
Assad favouring the support tife Neo Shites in line withthe regimes foreign
alignment wih Shia Iran and Hezbollah wittriticism regarding this from Sunni

Muslimsdealt with through the security forcéslhaj, 2012, pp. 34).

However the most visible and significant illustration refigion as political
propagandaehas been seewithin the uprising This highlights the continued

importance of religion as a mobilising fora@nd has resulteih a battle to

establish religious legitimacyFor example many Free SyWamy (FSA) units

are becoming increasingly identifiable as predominantiyni® Muslimsdue to

brigade names that draw &unnilslamic myths and figure@®'Bagy E. , Jihad in

Syria, 2012, p. 18 & 21)The regime and its supporteare also seeking to create

religious legitimacy for thir cause througlslogars such as6 Go d , Syria an
B a s hkhod§g Inside Syria's Sectarian Divide, 2012)
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The Supreme Iftaa counciwvhose leader is Sunni cleric Grand Mufti Ahmad
Hassoun, issued a statemant which the regimé& fight for survival was
described as religiously sanctionsthtingt h avé imgdore our people in Syria to
stand shoulder to shoulder with our Syrian Arab army and our armed forces and
we call on our sons twlfil the religious duty of joining the Syrian Arab army for
thedefenceof our homeland which the heavens have blessed and which the Imam

of the prophet [ 1 . €. Mo h a mme dt Jwentcom ltol refedence the h i m.

Zionist conspirag theory and the reginde identification of itself as arént of
resistance to Zionist aggression ahakth American hegemony witirhe country
that has remained lofty through the ages of time in the face of Zionist aggression

and its policies of expansionisdfAl-Tamimi, 2013)

0

Bashar al Assadds i mage has been markete

lenssince the uprising. Widespread pulghiortraitsaccord him holy status with

slogansunder hisimags uch as 0 God Werhave @od trilee SISy r i a 6,

andBashr on E &odttchbé Pada ,sce d6 and Bas haGvent o be
Allawites were rescued from marginalisation to a large extent by the Al Assads
and now perceive they face an existential thfemh retribution at the hands of

Sunni Muslims it is easy to see how the hero worship of Bashar al Assad as their
protector has developed within the insecurity of the uprising and in face of rising
sectarianism. However heseportraitsoffend many Sunni MuslimSyria,2013)

Opposition hetoric encouraging mobilisations also reinforced by religious
referencesexpressg frustration and anger at the regime withmments suchs
60God <cur se yposied @theBRysah &evdlution Facebook page
(Syrian Revolution Facebook Page, 2011)

Fig.2 Bashar Al Assad Facebook Page Viglial
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151379751603854&set=a.10150134007013854.334893.22233463853&type=1&relevant_count=1

Facebook isuak posted by loyalists and the regime, such as the one above,
referenceSyri adés rhetoric in def ercecagains f I ts
Zionism and the US(Bashar al Assad Facebook Page, 201®)further posting
describedhe actons of theFSAa's 061 mp u r (Bashaeat Assad Fasebook

Page, 2012) Here the regimes reinforcing itsconspiracyargumentn which the

uprising representdslamic terrorism instigited by Zionists and the U$ an

attempt to ignite Syrian patriotisto @r ot e c t t h @ashaoahAssaa n d 6
Facebook Page, 2012) Highlighting the Islamist presendée the uprising also

works todiscourage Western interventitiroughreinforcing fears thathat they

may be intervening on behalf of their enemies, Islamic terrorisiswever he
rhetoric is primarilyai med at the regimeds main cons

groupswho are fearful otherevolution installing a radic&unnilslamic regime

Visuals that are most likely dishonest are posted onto the Bashar al Assad
Facebook page drumup religious fearsuch as the visual and pagigyptian
Farhat Ramadarfounder of the Salafist Call in Kafer Aheikh in Egypt, has
joined the temorist Jabhet AINu s r a i (ig. 3p(BasharaabAssad Facebook
Page, 2012)

Fig. 3 Bashar al Assad Facebook Page Vigjal

Clearly it would be highly unusual for an Islamerrorist leader to appear looking
jolly when theirpreferred look is severely taciturn, casting serious doubt on the
authenticity of this image. Howeveeading comments below the image

appearsto have struck ahord with some loyalistsvho posed the following
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many with religious referencesérhe faces of demons...@od a mn t hem al | ¢
d_ook at their facesThey are of European origin were Mossad ageard G¢hese

enemi es of | (Bdstkanal Assad FadeleoakdPage, 20X29nspiracy

theories that distort andistract fromthe truth are a key ploy of regimesd

political religious movements ithe Middle East(Pipes, The Hidden Hand:

Middle Eastern Fears of Conspiracy, 1996)

On 11 December 201Bas har a Faceldoskpaged édosdeclared that a

Wahhabi fatwa was issdéo support militant Islamic urstin Syriaencouraging

temporary marriages betweehati women and soldienis orderto raise morale

Comments posted again reflected sectarian bias against Jews in order to
discreditthose involved in the uprisingyith claims that temporary marriages
representedthe sale o pi ni on as {tBashar al AdsddiFacebook Zi on
Page, 2012)

The conspacy theory using Israel as the protagonist for the uprisfigctsthe
Middle Eastern use of Israglewsas thecommon enemy od o t twvhéch @ued
Arabs oppose. Although there ardikely to be sincerepolitical motivatians
behind opposition to the state of Isradérael iscynically used within political
narratives to resonate with Islamic prejudices and feacobypt Middle Eastern
regimesincluding the Assad regimand radical groupsThis draws on the Middle
Eagern myth gmbol complexin which honouris based in tribal and religious
systemsand thus reflects Jewishisrael as a challeng® Muslim Arab honour,
ensuring that th&yrianregime appears honourable in its resistance to the Israel
state. According to Salzmanhis particularly resonats with the Muslim belief
that &ws as well as all other religions outside Islaane followers of afalse
religion therefore the establishment of a Jewish state on Arab Muslim territory is
intolerable(Salzman, 2008)Nota | | Syri ans mlticalegratives he st atf
which is evident inthe comment alsowith religious references, postemh 11
December 2012n reference taa Syrian TV documentargnd unrelated to the
Israel narrativedlo be honest they lost confidence in public information and
meda from t he t i m¢asbaral Asdad FacedavldPadey2012)

With boththe regime and theppositionusing religious rhetoric, including both

sidesrefering to their dead as martyrst is evidentthat both resisting and
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engaging in the uprising iseing portrayed aa religious cause intensifying the
feelings of citizens on both sides. This is intensifying the risk that the civil war

will degenerate it a zero sunsectarian contest.

2.3 Conclusion The Communal Context within Middle Eastern

Politics

The nyth symbol complexes of sectarian groupsSyria significantly influence
current political narrativeand strategies for enforcing political powedatontrol

With Islam historically embedded in politics and emerdnogn within tribalism,
traditionally it hasplaced significant emphasis opposition to othethonour, the
supremacy of the Islamic religion and warrior characteristiaking it the ideal
religion for mobilising a sectarian group within a conflict situatioAs a result
religion features strongly within mobilising narratives of the diverse groups within
the opposition, particularly radical Islamic groups, and alsoinvttie rhetoric of

the Assad regime.
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ChapterThree

The Allawite Ousting of Sunni Power

3.1 TheOrigins of Sectarianism under the Assad Regime

Sectarianism has been a significant feature of the politicas¢ape in Syria since

its creationin 1916. Prior to the introduction of thWesternstate systento the
Middle Eastwhich spurred the conception Afab nationalismsect waghe key
identifier within the region that becam&yria (Dam N. v., 2011, p. 2)
Sectarianism was both the historical cause of Allawite misery, the motivation to

organise politically and the means by which the Allawite elite secured political

power.
Fig. 4 Syrian Ethn&ectarian Groups
TURCOMAN, CIRCASSIAN
ASSYRIAN & JEWISH
KURD-SUNNI 1%
9% J
=
ARMENIAN-CHRISTIAN
4%
ARAB-ISMAELI
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ARAB-DRUZE 60%

3%

SYRIAN ETHNO-RELIGIOUS GROUPS
(Holliday, 2011, p. 10)
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In 2010 the Syrian population numbered 22 million, and although accurate figures

do not e xi

st estimates place Arab Sunni

and Druze 5%, Allawites make up 12%, Christians 13%, Sunni Kurds 9% and

Turcoman, Circassian, Agrian and Jewish at 1¢tg. 4).

Just over 30% of the

population are noiMuslim or heterodox Muslim(Holliday, 2011, p. 1Q)

Ethnically the population is approximately 90% Arab and 10% other ethnic

groups such akurds

and Armenians. Syria also has a large number of refugees

with 1.5 million Palestinian and 1 million IragiBar S. , 2006, p. 359) Many of

these figures are in

war.

flux given the exodus of refugees from Syri¢odihe civil

Fig 5 Distribution of Ethnesectarian Groups within Syria

al-Lathagiya 4
(Latakia)

TURKEY

IRAQ

Shia, Ismaili
and Jewish

.
— S

Key:
[ Sunni Muslim
77777772 Shia Muslim
I Alawi

Y Ismaili
E€= Christian

N | IIIITT Druze

J  Jewish
l Sparsely inhabited

JORDAN

75km

(Kaplan, 2012)

7:1

TheLatakia region is the traditional homeland of the Allawite s¢€aksh M. A.,

1984, p. 134)

Whilst the Alawi, Druze and Ismailis are compact minorities
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concentrated in districts, Christians and Sunni live throughout the cqieny,
Spring, 1978, p. 201) The sectarian distribution within Syria isuditrated

within figure 5.

On the surface communal identitissemedcomparativelyless pronounced in
Syriathan the rest of the Middle Easbwever rather than a social phenomenon
this was a r ef | ecoptionooh keyodarties anecprassog ofme 6 s
sectariantensionsthrough such means as preventing expressions of communal
identity through media channel@Vorren, 2007, pp.-4).  SunniArabs, Kurds

and Turksdisplayedcomparative tolerancef ead other howeverless tolerance
was extendedowards heterodox Muslims such as theiZ®, Ismailis, Allawites

and Shia Generally however ethnesectarian fault lines remained strong
cementedhroughout Sy r i a 6 sby ihvassomnsdocalsm due to gpre Assad

lack of a strong centrauthority and the geographical isolation of the Jabal al
Druze and the Allawitsects(Dam N. v., 1979, p. 16)

The Druze community was and is primarily located witlttre Southern al
Suwaydabd province wher e, unl i ke t he Al
constituted both the traditional elite and the popuyleating in astrongsense of

regional identification. As a result Wen either the Ottoman rulersor

governnenss in Damascus hav@&ught to increase their influence within the al
uwaydad regi on t h e solidbeatarian cechesim@®amuNov.,agai nst
The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and Society Under Assad arRhthth

Party, 2011, pp. 2Q1).

Ismailis are concentrated in the Hama provimdeere 806 of their population
reside with nostliving in the rural districts of Salamiysdnd MasyafSalamiyah

was the centre ofsimaili influence in the ninthral tenth enturies,a period of

time where the Ismailis were feared by other sectarian groups. In the eleventh
century they fled to the Latakia region bemcountered resentment from the
Allawites contributing tomany returning to Salamiya after the Ottoman empire
granted thenocal territory in 1845Dam N. v., The Struggle for Power in Syria:
Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, gi®2)11
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Notwithstandiy C h r i sldwipmfiteidomestically, Syria is the birthplace of
the Christian faithThe faith was named Christian for the first time at Thekish

city of Antioch and it was travelling to Damascus that Saint Paul converted to
Christianity. SyrianChristians, in particular the Orthodox Grebkanch,are
aware that they are the heirs to ancient Christianitidiowever asignificant
proportion of Syria Christians a newer arrivals includingefugees from World
War 1 who weredeportedand/or escaped the massacres in Turkey. These
refugees are typicallyArmenian Orthodox (112,000), Armenian Catholics
(25,000), the Syrian Orthodox (89,000) and Syrian Catholics, with additional
17,000 Assyrian Chrisihs and 7,000 Chaldean Cathaletugeeswho escaped
violence in 1933 from newly independent IragMouawad, Disappearing
Christians of the Middle East, 2001) |l ragds r eceaminfluxcof vi | war

Christian refugees into Syrilwever many Christians ar®w fleeingSyria

Although the Sunni represent the majority sectarian gtie@Bsunni community is
split on significant issues such as religious jurisprudence, political position
relative to the Assad regime and disswuer religious family of origin(Donker,
2010) Divides also exist acrossspectrum fronsecular tdundamentalistthis
divide often reflects the paralldivide betweerurban and rural Sunn{Kaplan,
2012)

The Kurds represent the largesbrnrArab ethnic minority within Syria and
possess their own language and cult(ileman Rights Watch, 2009) The

Kurds are significantly marginalised in Syr{luman Rghts Watch, 2009)

Sunni non Arabs such as the Kurds, Turkomans and Circassians tend to be less
orthodox than Arab SuniiBar S. , 2006, p. 35%ontributing to the ethnic divide

between these groups.

Little is known of the Allawite secgiven theirhistory of quietism in order to

avoid persecution, theihistorical geographical isolation iNor t hwe st Syri e
mountainous expanses and the secretive nature of the sect. In the Middle Ages

the Allawites noved towards an Arab identity adopting the Arabic language and

linking their religion specifically to the Islamic Ismailiyyah sect before re

emerging as a separate séeaksh M. A., 1984, p. 134)
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The Al |leawwsbctalestatis marked them for economic exploitation and
discrimination by other sectarian groups in particular the regionally dominant
Sunni Arabs.  This historical discrimination and subsequent communal
separateness was reinforced by Ottoman rule wgoslerned groups according to
their sectarian and tribal di visions.
important indicator of identity and social statisksh M. A., 1984, p. 138)

Albert Hourani deschied Syria during the Ottoman Empies under a system of
localised tribal communities from the same sectagaoup where thegroups
operaed a sclosed communities...each looked at tlest with suspicion even

h at Dam Bl v., The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and Society under
Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, pp-18). Thisreflects Social Identityfie or y 0 s
proposition that individuals make comparisons that reflect positively on their in
group anddisplay discriminaory attitudes towards owgroups(Horowitz, 1985,

pp. 141143)

The emphasis on sectarian origins was deepened by competing Western states at
the beginning of the eighteenth century who sought to establish sponsor type
arrangements ih Syrian sectarian groupparticularly duringthe gradual demise

of the Ottoman Empire. The Frenchlooked to protecthe Lebanese Maronite
Christians, the English pursuedies within the Druzecommunity and the
Russiangnade overtures towardse Greek Orthodox se(Eddin, 1998, p. 238)

Although the different sects were generally reluctdat accept foreign
involvement in their affairs as the Ottoman Empire declined they began to seek
outside protection from the increasinglgorrupt central authorities another
sectarian group(Eddin, 1998, pp. 23839) The Europear@establishment of

ties on a sectarian basis strengttkthe political mobilisation of sectst also
contributed toSunni hostility towards the minorities wiwere perceived to be
clients of Christian Europe and thereby a threat to the Islamic s(ibane N. v.,

1979, pp. 1718). Laterthe Cold War andhe strategies obig power rivalry
would alsointensify the sectarian digions and conflictsvithin the Middle East
(Eddin, 1998, pp. 23239) This culture of sectarian competition was the

grounding for Allawite fears of Sunni power and their historical marginalisation
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meant thathey very motivated to make use of the opportunities presented to them
to move into positions of power and to reduce Sunni authority.

During the French administration of Syrafter World War | the religious
leadership who had dominateliring the Ottoman rule aligd with the urban
elite Sunnifamilieswith this alliance maintaininguthoritywithin whatcontinued
to bea largely feudal society. = The Frendboking to make political use of
sectarian divisionsgncouraged the empoweent of minority groups in anffert

to weaken the Sunni elitdhis opportunitywas taken up strongly by the most
disadvantaged grouphe Allawites who quickly moved intacareers within the

army,civil service and educatiafWorren, 2007, p. 42)

An argument was madey nationalists for Arab unity across the Middle East as a
meais to mobilise political will in oppositioto Western influence (Worren,
2007, p. 41) In responséhe French extendedse oftheir sectarian strategid¢e
weaken emerging Arab nationalisawarding two of the five states created under
the French mandate the Druze and Allawite minority sectAdditionally North
Eastern Kurdish political mobilisationvas encouraged although the French

stopped short of granting them autonofam N. v., 1979, p. 18)

The 1925 revolt against the French mandate was a civilian rather thaleadite
resistancenovement. The French @mmasised a sectarian element to the uprisings

in order to discredit it as sectarian chaos, however later analysis suggests that
many sects were united in their oppositiontiie French mandate.The French
attempted toappeal tominority sect fears througltating that their political
administrative role in Syria was necessary for the protection of Christians

(Oztan, 2011aclaim to legitimacy later used by the Assad regime

The Syrian political elite from 1928 to 1934 weyamarily occupied with the
formation of political parties that oppo
was founded in 1940s on the principles of Arab nationalism, Arab unity, freedom

from colonialism and imperigm, socialism and secular ngectaianism. The
nonsectarian seculastance was a reflection of the sectarian concefnthe

founders who wergypically non-Muslim (Bar S. , 2006, pp. 35%60).
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Before World War Il four of the states were daimed to form Syriavith the fifth,
Alexandrettaceding to Turkeyhenindependencevasgranted in 194¢Dam N.

v., 1979, p. 18) The Allawites were considerably anxious about the meofer
their regioninto Syriadueto the Sunnimajority in the new State. nl1936this

lead to six Allawites, including the Grandfather of the current Presidesnding
alettertohe French Prime Minister Theespirit Bl um |
of hatred and fanaticism embeddedtle hearts of the Arab Muslims against
everything that is neMuslim has been perpetually nurtured by the Islamic
religion. There is no hope that the situation will ever change. Therefore, the
abolition of the Mandate will expose the minorities in Syoathe dangers of
death and annihilation, irrespective of the fact that such abolition will annihilate
the freedom of tDéaspita gllavwite faansbe cleaidniokthed .
modern Syrian state went ahesloriginally planne@VacKey, 2011)

From 1936 tal939 Allawite religious leaders issued pamphl#iat declared the
Allawi faith was a Muslim religion and stated that any community members who
did not consider themselves Muslion accepthe Koranasthe holy book would

not be deemedAllawi (MacKey, 2011) This seems to be a movewards
assertinga strongeridentification as Muslimin order to avoid Sunni religious

chauvinism

The minority groups sidedith Arab nationalism due to its policies of equality

and secularism{Worren, 2007, p. 42) The traditional Sunni elitevere also

heavly invested in Arab nationalismowever suspicious of their influenceival
nationalists strains notably within the
nationalism which focused its ideals around class politics including economic and

social justice and a redistribution of power away frthra existing Sunni elite

(Worren, 2007, pp. 442).

Syria achieved independence in 1946wever 1 was difficult for postcolonial
statesto create a sense of national identtythe colonial drawing up of state
boundaries was not in line with the existing etlsectarian territorieWedeen,
1999, p. 16) Thus @mmunalgroupsfelt threatenedby dominansecs within the
colonial borders. In line with Ethnic Conflict heory, @st persecutioaddedto

thisinsecurity, as a result colonial bordentensified ethnic and seatartensions
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with citizensseekingsecurity througla renewed emphasis tme unityand safety

of communalgroups

Therefore by the 1940s there had beenlittle change in ethnoesectarian
communities attitudes towards each other t h Jacques Wachl| er sse
gesture by a neighbouring community appe
and which unifies eachollectivity in its entirety at the least outrage committed

against any one of its memly @am N. v., 1979, pp. 130). It appers that

Syrian communal groups possess myth symbol complexkish include
significanthostility towardsout-groups greatly increasing the likelihood of inter

group hostility (Wolff, 2009, p. 28) This attitude was projected into national

politics where compromise wasot a motivation alternatively politics was

conducted inpursuit of zero sum aims that reflected local political struggles.
Therefore political parties and organisations focused on local issues and
commanded strong lajty from within their own ethnesectarian communities

whilst ignoiing or suppressing the aims and aspirations of other grgdps N.

v., 1979, pp. 180).

The Allawites did nothold political influencein the postindependenceradue to

their lack of participation in thendependence struggle and the removal of
Allawite autonomy(Landis, 1998) In the 1950s the Allawites were at the bottom

social stratum in Syriathey were the least educated Syriaect andsuffered

extreme poverty within theregion of Latakia in Nath Wesern Syria It was

typical f o r upper class Syriandéds to have Al
contributed to their being treated with contempt by Sunni Muglifaksh M. A.,

1984, p. 133) Historically subject todiscrimination the isolation of the
mountainous Allawite region both reinforced Allawite sectarian cohesiveness and

served tqrotectthem frompersecutior{Faksh M. A., 1984, p. 138)

In the years of political instability that followed independence the military became
increasinglyinvolved in politicswi t h  ttlhn marty Beizéhg power in a coup
d 6 ®in E63beginning the change from a parliamentary, democratic system to

closedauthoritariarone party rule(Ziadeh, 2011)

Prior coupgended to be led by Sunni officdiewever theegimes followingthe
B a 6 aouphwere socialist and secular, bringing in radical policies such as the
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nationalisation of sectors of the economuitich removedthe traditional Sunni
leaders from powe(Worren, 2007, pp. 442) (Dam N. v., The Struggle for
Power in Syria: Politics and Sotyeunder Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, p. 27)
A group of bBrgelySunni Nasseristled an abortive coup laten 1963which was
suppressed by Allawi officers causing Sunni opposition figuresetek to
discredit the regime bglaiming that the regime was sectariahich increasethe
Sunni distrust of theBa 6 at h (DaengNi. vneThe Struggle for Power in
Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011,.p. 33)

Badat h ipea oftayd expmwpriation and redistribution improved the lot of
Allawite rural poor but their social mobility was stilnited with the sect largely
continuingto occupy the lowest socieconomic group. In attertgopto move out

of this positionyounger more educated Allawites found that ammg security
apparatugcareers were open to themThis becamen importantform of social
mobility for Allawiteswith Allawite numbers in the upper ranks continuing to rise
(Faksh M. A., 1984, p. 136)

Patronage along sectarian | ines was

reforms as part of its introduction of socialiswith Ayoub Agha describinghe

situationas Gsupposed to create a more equal soclegwever]lt he Badat h

favoured members of their sect; hordes of Alawites from the North flooded

Damascus and land was distributed amongst frieadd families of the
g o v e r nlalkabeti,2008, pp. 442).

evi

Par

Aft er t he Badath coup a battle for suprei

Syria erupted between the three Allawite ringleaders of the Military Cogenitt

Hafez al Assad, Salah dladid andMu h a mma d oUmr an. The C

overlaidwith tribal and familal rivalrieswith al Assad belonging to the Kalbiyya

tribe, Jadid the Haddadi(Worrem 20076pg.mt a n

42).

In 1965 Salah aladid and al Assadnitedt o o u st Muhammad
him to Lebanon and finally Assad ordered him assassinated in (A3&r,

Commanding Syria, 2006, p..7) In light of increasedensions betweeAssad

and Jadidthat followed the oustn g o f Mu h a mtimaBda 6 @drihr a n
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developeda rift betweentwo distinct factions, the civil lead byadid and the
military lead by Assad(Dam N. v., The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and
Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, pj65.3

One of the men involved in the Babdath co
after alater failed takeover accused Salah Jadid andHafez al Assadof

favouring Allawites and tribal connections statitsgctarian spirit is spread in a

shameful way in Syria, particularly in the Army...the (filling of) powerful places

in the state and its institutions is limited to a specific class @fSyrian people

(,e.t he Al (DamwN. .) The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and

Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, pp/A6 Opposition to the

regime during this period tended to stress the sectarian nature of the regime as a

means to try and mobilise the majority Sunni and other groups against its rule.

The two remaining leaders vied for dominance until 18y@vhichtimeAs s ad 6 s
officers faction had almost monopolised political powseating an opportunity

for Assadwho staged a corrective revolutioand put Jadid in jail where he
remained until his death in 1993The Minister of Defence Hafez al Assad
installed himself as President in 197é@nding the Syrian tradition of Sunni
Presidents His brand of socialist politics was less radical than the preceding
President and instead he focused his enc
monar chy?o. pdreeis tvereoAllawites fseom ghe mpilitary which had
important implications for how his government was perceived by the Sunni
majority and the Syrian population as a whigMorren, 2007, pp. 442) (Dam N.

v., The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and Society Under Assad and the
Ba'ath Party, 2011, p. 6&nd also gave him considerable power to enforce his

rule through the security forces

The rule of Hafez ahssad began a periadf unprecédented stability in Syrian

pat because he representegtipherygroupssuchas theAllawites, other minority
sects andural populations To broaden his support bagesadset out to cept
urban Sunnthroughhis economic policiesasdespitebeingpolitically displaced

Sunnimerchantsstill held influence within the economy Additionally although
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the regine remaired seculaiAssadincreased his puiz participation in Islamic
rituals in order tostrengthen his legitimacy witkhe religiously conservative
Sunni majority ando discredit radical Islamists arguments which declared his
rule was illegitimate as he was not an orthodox Musl{#isser, Commanding
Syria, 2006, p. 9) At the same timé h e Bparty eeprdssedhe traditional
Sunni elite particularly the Islamic elements who had bé#emown intodisarray
foll owing the B@ssa,  CommamaingtSyria,2G0& p.d)v e r

Al Assads useof bothBa 6 at h i digamldidmptydisquisedhadllawite

Haf ez al As s ad 0 s hadausten tradifionabunni IPadership af e n c y
Syrian societyessentially inverting the previous sogolitical arrangemenand

introducinga newsystem of patronage and elite recruitment that foclesgely

on his Allawite alles The Assad regime styled itsel
order to present itself as a legitimate Arab nationalist movement but in reality it

was a military regimén which personal loyalties and rivalries dominated politics

(Faksh M. A., 1984, p. 133)

In |'ine with Gur r 6 gatidédl WModél it is €/identnthatnthee | Mo b i
discrimination and grievances experienced the Allawites meant that the

potential for them to seize an opportunity for political powes high. As such

Allawite sectariannetworks were and are the keystorier the Assad regime.

With Assad in poweminority sectarian groups were now in asfimn of relative

security which cemented their support of the Assad regint&y using existing

sectarian alliances and assuming control over the military through the
proportionally high number of Allawitas the officer classedHafez al Assad was

able to secure autocratic rule over Syria.

3.2 Hafez al Assadnd the Allawite rise to Power

In a society in which communalentity is a key means of defining individuals it
made sensthat Hafez al Assad, as widarlier Syrian politicians, found the nsb
natural and effective means biilding up political support waalong religious
tribal and familiallines. Hafez al Assd@dsbility to build a loyal and largely
Allawite power basewhilst repressinghis enemiesvas the key to his durable

presence on the Syrian political scgiam N. v., The Struggle for Power in
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Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011,.pA65uch
sectarianism was an importantrpa o f Haf ez al Assados 1 mpl

and control over the Syrian people.

However it is inaccurate to claim that Hafez al Assad saw power as a chance to
imposeAllawite rule over Syriaalternativelyhis aims were to gain authoritarian

power and control(Pipes, Syria Beyond the Peace Process, 1996, pfhl)10
Neverthelesshe Allawites were areadymadesupport base given theaditional

strength of tribal and sectarian tiespecially giverAllawite sectarian insecurity

resulting frompast narginalisation(Goldsmith, Syria's Allawites and the Politics

of Sectarian Insecurity: A Khaldunian Perspective, 2011, p. 40 & 52)
Furthermore in view of the comparative safety Assad afford&hristians and

other minorites and their preference for the re
fundamentalist Sunni alternativds saddés support based exter
Allawite minority (Pipes, Syria Beyond the Peace Process, 1996, p. 10his

is supported by t&nic Conflict Theorywhich clearly identifies that elitesvithin

divided statestypically achieve powerthrough the mobilisation opolitical

supportvia communalties through themanipulaton of ethnesectarian fears

(Wolff, 2009, p. 41)

The high number oAllawites employed within the security apparatasant that
after Hafez al Assad came into power Allawite supportersvere ideally placed

to move intopowerful positions within the military and to consolidaie this rise

in statusby assumingcontrol of keypolitical positions (Pipes, 1996, p. 10)
Allawites continued to enrol in the military oisproportionally large numbers,
trend which was reinforced b&llawite poverty asAllawite youth lacked the
necessary funds to buy their way out of military service, an option often taken by
Sunni familes (Pipes, 1996, p. 10) Horowitz identifies that where an ethno
sectarian group has a significant repres#on within the military and security
forces, the security apparatus can become a tool for the intepraks®n of
political opposition from other ethrgectarian groupgHorowitz, 1985, pp. 10
12). As such he Allawite dominance of the military gave the Assad regime

considerable power to use the security apparatpsojectpolitical authority.
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Hafez strengthead his political controlby embeddindoyal co-religionists often

memberf his Kalbiyya tribeand family into leadership roles within the armed

forces, intelligence services, the government and the civil bureaucratih

many cereligionists holding key positions within the regime many -non

i deol ogi cal Al | awi pr ag ma tmeansatb Issgcureadopt e
themselves within the regime patronage sys{®@am N. v., The Struggle for

Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, p. 97)
(Zisser, 1999,p. 135) Dominating the regime were twentyloyal men
collectively <cal |l edhetemenwere predpminantly bath J a ma
Allawites and military officers reflectinghe military and sectarian interse¢hat

constitute the backbone othe regime(Pipes, Syria Beyond the Peace Process,

1996, p. 10)

TheBabdath @aocdiyadlsi =t9 4F cothe Ardbindtientcanstitutess t at e d
a cultural unity. All differences existing amongst its sons aredental and

spurious, and will disappear with the awak i ng of the Arab cor
(Dam, Spring, 1978, p. 201)However& t hough t he Badbdath part.)
cultural unitywas @ntral to its political agata (Rais, 2008)Sy r i adés cul t ur
communalismcreated a vicious cycle, as in ordergienerate enough support to

secure powepolitical groups were forced to rely dmaditional sectarian and

tribal loyaltiesthereby perpetustg sectarianism(Dam N. v., The Struggle for

Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, p. 74)

The Babdath partyoés r espon pragmatiovithtthei s cul t
party closing to use itsi deol ogi cal sl ogans to suppo
legitimacyas wellasobscur e the All awite(BalSi,t eds dc
2006, pp. 366861)

One of theweaknesses ofAssad sule was adirect result of his reliance on
communal loyales to maintain political power. The lack of accountability

expected ofpolitically connected Allawites andegime membergesulted in
widespread corruption which Hafez attempted to address in.197@pon
discovering that key members of his inner circle, including his brother, were
among the worst offenders he was forcedatwepttheir corruptionas their
prosecutiorwould have severely undermined thee g i me 6 s (Dam §y.ivi i macy
The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba'th
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Party, 2011, p. 73) However corruptiordecreased the security otizens and
greatly reduced the reliability oégjal recourse against injustice.thidc Conflict
Theory asserts thatherea state neglestto safeguard citize@sntereststhere is

an increaseg@erception that ethrsectarian affiliations are a necessary alternative

to addressnjustice andsecurityconcerns(Horowitz, 1985, p. 74)

As his ultimate aim wapower for an Allawite eliteas opposed to the dominance

of the Allawite sect in its entirefyHafezsought to make ties within the Sunni sect
appointingloyal Sunni politicians sucls Abdal Halim Khaddam, Mustafa Tlass

and Faruq al Sharaa to highly placed cabinet positions, an actimh again
helpedtoobscur e the All awite el i(Ripeg) $996d o mi nan
pp. 1811). Crucially howeverAllawites occupied the lead positions within any
part of the security apparatus giving the President ultimate control over the state.
In order to prevent coups Hafez ensured timatAllawite regime membera/ere
isolated thus limitingtheir ability to mobilise opposition movements along
sectarian lines and effectively weakeniagy potentialSunni, Druze or Ismaili
factions within the power structu(®am N. v., The Struggle for Power in Syria:
Politics aml Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, p. 69)

Hafez worked to pacify the Sunni population witlddaionaltactics The Assad

r e gi meab supportnbage was the social aadonomic periphery which
explainsits early alignmentwith Sunni rural communities as theshareda
commoninterest in ousting the previous leadersfdjsser, 1999, p. 136)The
establishedSunni elite were given the option retaining wealth and some status
throughcommerce sdong asthey remainedbut of politics, whilst in order to
appeal to the Sunni masses the regouostinued to promotéself as socialist
(Pipes, 1996, pp. 101).  However fom 1970 to 1995 the Syniaabinet saw a
significant increase in the numbers DAmascenes and urb&@unni as Hafez
worked to ceopt this group behind his leaderst{pam N. v., The Struggle for
Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad andBtith Party, 2011, p. 78)
After the 1990s the regimsucceeded in establishiggeater tis with the Sunni
urban bginess elitevho supported the regimesgstricted economic reforms and

imposition of stability (Zisser, 1999, p. 137)
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Despite efforts to pacify Sunni the ascendencyhefAll awite elite causednon
affiliated Sunni to increasingly oppose the regjrapecificallywithin the Syrian
Muslim Brotherhoodvho stagediots in Hama in 1964 and againi882 (Pipes,
1996, pp. 1213). Hafez used three sectarian strategies to manage the early
198 uprisings. He selectively depkxy politically reliable troops, pairing
Allawite elite units with front line troops to compel allegiance and prevent
defections. He encouragdge development of paramilitynits from within the
Allawite community to supplement the military. He also mounted cleahaltd
campaigns within major predominantly Sunni population cenisgsyarmoured
forces and long term garrisons, the most obvious of which resulted in the 1982
Hama massacre of between 10,000 and 30,000 pedidtliday, The Assad
Regime: From Counterinsurgency to Civil War, 2013, pp. 10, 11 & 12The

1982 massacre effectively intimidated both opposition groups and the population
However whilstinternal opposition assumed a much lower prdiléowing the

Hama massacré becameancreasingly antAllawite (Pipes, 1996, pp. 123).

In order to discredit the regimand discourage Sunni acquies@gposition

figures sought tdnighlight sectarian divisivenessHaf ez 6s rul e was de:
Egyptian PresidentA n wa r al firStly dlawi, Sasomwdl y Badthi,
Sy r i Bowéver the regime is not firstly Allawi it is firstly interested in the
maintenance of power and privilege fibs central elite rather than Allawite

ascendency as a whole, although the regimeld be unable tanaintain political

powerwithout thesupport of the AllawitegPipes, 1996, p. 10)

Despite many coastal Allawites in the mountainous regionsremaining
comparatively pooaend outsi de of t he r eReutene 6s pat
2011)there was considerable resentment ofa@hgre Allawite sect as a result of

the Assace | i t e 6 swerwithsneanytSonni gomtinuing to see themselves as

socially superio(Zisser, 1999, p. 138) Assucht he oppositionds acec
sectariarsm and rising anger at the Allawite elitecreasednsecurity amongst

the Allawite sect, with rising fearsof resentful sectariaout-groups causing

them tocontinue todefensivelyback the regime(Dam N. v., The Struggle for

Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad the Ba'th Party, 2011, pp. 70,

97 & 100) Ethnic Conflict Theory identifies thaa dominant groups fears ot
groupresentment and retaliatiama typical feature withirethnic tensions anany
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subsequenbutbreak of ethnic confligikaufman, Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic
Politics of Ethnic War, 2001, p. 61)

After 30 years of rule Hafez al Assad diedldhJune2000 witha plan in place to
secure the Presidency and the regime for his eldest surviving son, Bashar al
Assad. Under Hafez al Assad sectarian netwosddsl sectarian politicsvere
crucial to the establishment and maintenance of power and control over the Syrian
people. Howeverebpite 30 years ddtability Hafez left his successor with some
brewing problems The most sigificant amongt these threats resultdbm his
sectarian strategge with widespreadSunni resentment of repression by the
Allawite elite, and theAl | awi t e el i teds <cor thavipg i on an
placed Allawites at significant risk of future retribution. Furthermore he
economy had suffered under his brand of socialisehanese resentment of
Syrian domination washigh and stability had beensecured not through
improvements bug repression thaénsured theppositionwas intimidated into
silence elite corruption continued unabateahd Sunnistill largely rejected the
assertion that the Allawi were Muslinstability was secutkby a repression so
harsh and effective that maskedbut did not eradicatethe deep tensions and
communaldivisions within Syrian society which were to make themselves felt

during the reign of his successor, Bashar al Assad.

3.3 Bashar al Assad artbe Pillars of the Assad Regime

Bashar al Assad became Presidenf000. The structure of Hf ez al Assad
regime continuedinder Bashar al Assagith sectarianinsecurity assuing the

loyalty of minority sectshoweverimportant differences existedimarily caused
byBashar a less suscesaful éhanagement of thdapsl on which the

Assad regime wabasedand acerbated byhe globaleconomic downturn The

management of the sectarian patronage system awgbted individualsfrom

other sectxontinued however the nature of this changed under Bashar al Assad

with wealth becomin@ keyunifying feature withirthe regime networks.

In preparation foB a s h takedvespotential opposition from within the regime
was removed, withHafez shifing powerawayfrom Sunni Vice President Abdul
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Halim Khaddamwho could have conceivably sought the Presideaoyl two
other senior Sunni officials Hikmat Shihabit and Gh&anaanwith whom
Khaddamshare charge of security in Lebanon.Hafez perceived that these
Sunni government officials  were getting too closeL&baneseSunni Rafik
Haribwh o opposed Siylelbaaogandtpor eHaSaudirArabian
Sunni connections Power shifted towardsB a s h ar 0 s relatians Kafidh a |
Makhluf andAllawi tycoon Rami Makhluf(Australia: Refugee Review Tribunal,
2010, p. 6)

Additionally Bashar al Assadran an anticorruption campaign which was
conspicuous in that it focused on officials that were critical of his inheritance of
the Presidency.Bashar was also involvad the 1999 crackdown in Latakithe
remaining stronghold of higncle Rifaat al Assad who had previously sought to
overthrow Hafez al AssadThis brutal crackdown against an Allawite clan in an
Allawite city was particularly significantas it senta very clear messagbat
Allawite political opportunism duringhe comparatively vulnerable succession

processvould not be tolerate(Bar S. , 2006, p. 369)

The succession went smoothly primarily due to an assessmém bggimeelite
and ceopted groups that a continuation of tetatus quo best served their
interests. The interestof Bashar al Assadndthe supportbaseshe inherited
from his father were largely recipral and cedependentgcentringon power and
control over Syria and thergtection of elite privilegeqInternational Crisis
Group, 2011)

Bas har aabsunpsos af dodvex in Syria lead to a short period of hope and
increaseddialogue on political and economic reform which was known as the
Damascus Springlt appeardikely that Bashar saw limited grad reforms as a

means to tackleunemployment and economic stagnationHowever the
unexpectedyroundswell of civilian demands whidbllowed talk of reformgBar

S., 2006, p. 373)esulted inthe securityapparatus renewingpressure on civil

society activistsby February 2001 This wasdue to fearsthat reforms,

particularly reforms towards allowing political plurality, would alter the balance

of powerby reducingthe climate of éarand subsequentiyeducingt he r egi me 6 s

43



control There was concern that this woutlkstabilise Syria and caug
widespread ethneectarian violencéProject, 2006, p. 14)

Additionally the regimewasawae thatpolitical pluralism wouldspel its demise
as indicated byformer Syrian Vice PresidenfAbd alHalim Khaddamwho
declared hat t he &6 Na multecutardlismiias aneatteenpt by the US
and the West, to shatter Third World countries into piecegebyanding the self
determination ottheir different ethnic groups. Khaddam posed the qdérg
there any conflicts between people in Syria today®e will under no
circumstances | et Syri a t ufhne irnegi MARIGGe
dependence om crafted hierarchy of power betwedhe Allawite elite and
sectariangroupsplus a carefully maintained balance betwewmority sectarian
insecurity andstability madepolitical reforms too risky a venture for the regime
(Rais, 20@8).

Syrian stability was helped by a common perception between thetlsactbey

are all jointly experiencing misery and repression under the Assad regime.
Additionally the instability of neighbouringLebanon and Irageinforced the
dangers of antagonising other sectarian growisthe same time reducing
confidence in the ability ddilternatives to the currentegimeto maintain stability.
However, years of enforced unity has not eradicated the communal divisions
within Syria, beneath the surface the state is still very much divided along
sectarian lines. Identification of individuals alonthréc or sectarian lines
remainedstandard practice resulting imderlying animosity between sects and

low rates of intermarriage arstaalizing (Bar S., 2006, p. 391)

In an attempt t@ain legitimacy amongst Muslims the regime suppomederate
Islamwhilst discreditingradical Islam.Ba s har al Assad has foll

path where Hafez declaredt is not the right of anyone to impose on the others

his path to Allah . . . Allah is for all and he regards all men as equal . . . every
human is free how he prays, howwershipsad how he ¢Baréss, Al | ah.
2006, p. 366) However i n contrast to this rh

compulsory religious studies are essentially Sunni in nature despiteginsss

support being primarilypased amongst Allawites and ChristiarSyrian school
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texts criticise religious sectarianiswhilst proclaiming Islam to be the only true

religion therebyparadoxicallyendorsing sectarianism. However in contrast to all

other Middle Eastern states ttexts do recognise Christians go to heaven rather

than insisting that both Jews and Christians are unbelievers destined for
damnation(Landis, Islamic Education in Syria: Undoing Secularism, 2003, pp.

22-23). Thisreflectst he r egi meds complicated sectar
pacify the Sunni majority and promote the regime as genuinely supportive of

Islam whilst asserting its commitment to political stability and secularism in

order to appease minority sects.

Despitet h e A s s asdarratieegwhiomepéoclaims he r egi mebds | eqgi
rests in its ability to preverthaotic sectarianisngpposition to the regime has
often been along ethrsectarian dividessuch as the Muslim Btberhood
insurgency from thdate 1970s tol982, the Druze intifada in 2000 aribe
Kurdish rebellion in 2004. Notwithstandingt h e r edgclanede r@atsonalist
aimsthere is a perception amongst opposition groups that the regime encourages
communal suspicions whilst suppressingboeaks of communal conflict and
opposition in order to maintain this legitimacyHarling, 2012) However
weakening confidence in the regime ting mid decade saw citizens increasingly
turning to tribal or sectarian leadeshfor guidance and the outbreak of
communal conflict between Bedouin and Druze in Suwayada and Alawis and
Ismailis in MasyafHinnebusch, 2012, p. 99)

Given its minority support pillar is based on sectarian insecgettarian unity is

the enemy of the Assadgiene (Goldsmith, Syria's Allawites and the Politics of
Sectarian Insecurity: A Khaldunian Perspective, 2011, B3 As such he
regimehas notworkedto genuinely create national feeling and unity amongst the
ethnesectarian groups, instead it has done its best to highlight communal divides
in order to hail itself as the sole means of avoiding sectarian fragmentation and

conflict (International Crisis Group, 2011, p. 2)

The Damascus Declaratidar Democratic National Changssued in 200%vas

the first unified opposition statement in a decattecontainedaccusations against
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the regimeof duthoritarianismtotalitarianisma n d ¢ | siragegiés shiatGvere
responsibldor Sy i a6 s i nt er (rdaernational&tisis Greoup,2@08,ip.0 n
3). In responsehe regme backed further away from reforms accusaugivists of

both corruptionanddnciting racial an d s e ¢ t a asiaaover othe statee 6
repressi on moliticatabeadagBar 6.i, 2006spt 3 Pchsani, Could
Syria's currentpredicament been avoided over a decade ago?, .20b2jhis
instancea manufactured defence of tBatathp a r hagiohaist ideology which
contendsthat unified Arabnationalism shouldiransplant regional, sectarian,
religious and tribal loyaltiesseved as ameans to justify the suppressiand
arrestof both oppositiorfiguresand political rivals (Dam N. v., The Struggle for

Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba'th Party, 2011, p. 39)

Initially Bashar al Assad attengit o moderni se the regi mebs
through an early focus on corruption by government officials. Howkker

Hafez al Assad, Bashar abandoned dttempts to rout corruption as risked

disruptingthe politicalcrony networkgBar S. , 2006, p. 389) Corruption and

the patronage networks undempgalt h e r e g i méndesHafpzoalwAssad

corruption was somewhat restrainedcontrastunder Bashar al Assad corruption

had become rampantAlthough it ensured the continued support of the corrupt

officials and thepredominantlyAllawite elite, corruption had becne so blatant

that it undermined civilian support for the regirfiaternationalCrisis Group,

2011, p. 11)

Civilian acquiesce to the regime also weakenerkattionto Bashar al Assai s
leadershipstyle He did not inspirethe same loy&y, deferenceor fear that his

father commanded/i t h t he result t hatlessntalkable e gi me 6 ¢
instrument for Bashar thddafez Consequently Syrians we less assureaf the

states continued stabilitiBar S. , 2006, pp. 366, 3BY¥5) In an attempt to

rectify thisover 60% of officials within the regimeere replaced with younger

members effectivelyemoving the old guard from power andnstalling new

peoplewho owel their new positioa directly to Bashaal Assad (Bar S. , 2006,

p. 371)

However Basha a | Assadods r e @ isignficanthe different s have
outlook than the old guardThe old guardstartedtheir careers asocicpolitical
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underdogsand had workedo project themselves and to a lesser extést
Allawite sectinto a position of political power In contrast the new guattave
been borninto wealth and powe widening the gap between the regiare the
maj or i ty o fare feeglinginereasing diserfranchiseqHaddad, My 50
Minutes with Manaf, 2012) Fur t h er mo new guabse kess indested
in theirancestral homes artdar Allawite identity. Their socialreference groups
havetendedto be associatefsom within their immediate sphernia the military;
academic or economic worléthe than limited to sectarian networkBar S. ,
2006, pp. 38885)  This disruptedthe traditional patronageetworks and
corruption arrangementsesulting in corruption going from orgaresl to
disordered and contributirtg a situation where authorityasambiguous leading
t o O6aut h(BariSt, 006gp. 29B)s 6

From 2005 onthe power base within the regime narrowednd became
increasingly concentrated in the hands of the AssatiMakhlouffamilies at the
expense of other regime elite@abler A. , How Long Can Syria Last?, 2005)
This move to concentrate power more specificallythin the Assadclan

contributed toAllawite loyalty beginningto fray (Ismail, 2009)

Facedwith the global economic downturn and a domestic economic crisis, Bashar
introduced limited economic reforms and was largely credited with improving
Syriabs economic position. However thes
support base of the rege. Typically the regime was supported by the periphery;
peasants, blue colour workers, rural minority groups and civil servamtgever
lifting subsidies significantly increased the cost of living of these groups.
Furthermore reforms threatened drestregimepillar of the sectarian and military
regime the powerful merchants and factory owners who had relied on energy
subsidies along with political cronyism to mitigate the effects of their own
underinvestment and lack of economic competitivengssternational Crisis
Group, 2009, p. 7) In contrast lhe alliance between the merchants ameirt
religious leaders wastrengthening. Together with economic liberalisation this
religiousmercantie connection was agarly signthat the regime was developing
fractures within its socipolitical structurg(lsmail, 2009) A palpable sense of
public discontent developed, with Al Hayat reportprgtestsagainst the reforms

on 6 May 2006(International Crisis Group, 2009, p. 7)
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The economic reformsiltimately benefited big businefisat was heavily invested

in the regime As suchfamilies with close ties or direct involvement with the

regime such as theAssad, Makhlouf Shalish, al Hassan, Najib, Hamsho,
Hambouba, Shawkat a redpedadispropogidnate kwarfdsa mi | i e
The economy of the al Assad regime had moved from semi socialist to crony
capitalism with the visible wealth of regime sponsored big business families

again highlighting the economic disparity between the wealthier Damascus and

Aleppo cities and the rest of the state partiaular the rural areagHaddad, The

Synan Revolution's Business Backbone, 2012)

Furthermore despite he As s a d r sogal moetdweithin the sectarian
minorities and socikeconomic classes on the peripheunder Bashar al Assad
the children of the rickknown asheawlad al-sutahoré s o ns qgémermgedwe r 6
as a visibly rich and privileged urban elit&.he developing gap between the state
andthe industrial bourgeoisie was also directly connectetidaise of theawlad
al-sultah with the awlad al sultah significantly involvad flights of capial,
illegal commandeering of state resources and usurious investnjirésnational
Crisis Group, 2011, p. 14)The visibility of privilegessecured byhe awlad al
sultah began to drive avedge betweerthe regime and many of its pillars of
support, including the Allawite secThe elite began to be described as the Assad
Makhlouf mafia for their frequent usstate authority to procure assets and
advanages within the private sectg¢Bar S. , 2006, p. 395)

Tellingly, the corruption whilst being internally cohesive was externally
disintegrativegiven itsfew benefactors(Billon, 2003, p. 415) The increasingly

smaller number of benefactors wadicated by the widening wealth gap in Syria,

by 2004 the poorest 20% of the population consumed 7% of all expenditure whilst

the richest 20% consumed 45%aidar, 2010) Increasingly it looked as if the

(President had abandone&th poor f or t h(dinnebaskhe202fp. t he r i
102) The nature of the regimeds sectariani
visible favouring of he wealthy, predominantly from within the Allawite sect but

including a notable number of @pted members of other sects.
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Not only hadthe regime moved away from its earlgepport base within the rural

poor but the economic decline gripped the couaing wasparticularly felt in

many rural areadue todroughts. Basic services declined and salaries stagnated

whilst the cost of living increaseldrgely due to the removal of lssidies. The

middle classlso declird, with the predominant soeezonanic categories being

the wealthy few constituting the regime elite, those in the public sector who
supplemerdd their often insufficient salaries through bribeayd the increasing

number of poo(Hinnebusch, 2012) Therewas a perceptibldecrease in public

deference to the regimas a consequence dtiie death of Hafezeconomic

hardship, elite corruptiortalk of reforms, the ousting of the Syrian army from
Lebanon, th&JS removal of thelradda 6 at h r e g i mestigatronintot he UN
the assassination of Harlnoking likely to implicate top Syrian regime officials
(International Crisis Group, 2011)As a journalist observed in 2080t he count ry
I's about (IntesnatienalCliss G@up, 2011, p. 16)

Correspondingly the uprising broke out in 2011 causiveg administration and
governance arms of the regineefalter Th e p s y ¢ hvall obfepir wdach 6
is a huge factor in the e g i menfersance gbower and control ovehe Syrian
population is now significantly weakened( International Crisis Group, 2012, p.
5). Furthermorehe pillars of theregime are narrowing as the eoony weakers

and state brutality alienates sent of their supporfinternational Crisis Group,
2011, p. 3)

Although Syrian politics is dominated by an Allawite elite, itdigbto rule over
all of Syria wa based on a fornf confessional coalitionalism(Bar S. , 2006, p.
357)which is undeseriousstrain due to the uprising.However it becomes clear
upon analysis that the regime has manipulated genuineperidpsrelevant
minority sect feargegarding the Sunni majoritygnd citizené general fears of
sectariannstability in the manner of Iraq and Lebandhrough the highlighting
and exacerbating or downplaying of these fearording to internal calculations

The Assad e g i pnimdryspreoccupatiors self enrichmenand empowerment
facilitated by sectarian politicsather thanthe protection of minorities and
stability for the sake of the nation.The pillars of the regime were significantly
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under stress prior to the uprising and this ignited into a protest movement given
the opportunity afforded by the Arab Spriagdhope of a similar outcome to the
Tunisian and Egyptian revolutionslowever with the reginte sletermination to
remain in poweat all costs the stakes in Syria are high. Wh#2011 initiated
uprising devolving into a civil wawith high sectarian animosiiy is not only the

A s s a ds veedlth and posit at stake but increasingly theuarvival as well

As such theywill be preparedto go toany lengths in order teemainin power
ultimately utilising sectarian mobilisatiorand narrativesas justification for

military attacksagainsthe predominantly Sunni uprising.

3.4 Conclusion: The Allawite Ousting of Sunni &wer

The Allawite elite rose to power from within the lowest and poorest social group
in Syria, largely through their highumberswithin the state military due to
limited alternative employment opportunities available to them. This
disproportionately lgh presencevithin the militarywas crucial in a state plagued
by military coups since independence and where both the military and

sectarianism were firmly entrenched in politics.

With communalism a strong feature of Syrian society the Assad rgmimarily

used Allawite sectarian bonds to form political alliances whilst incorporating
opted Sunni and minority group membeos create a regimstructured as an
Allawite dominated sectarian coalition.  Despite its claims around national unity
and secularism the regime continues to rely heavily on sectarian divisiveness to
maintain power.lt has been arguably been necessary to do so within a social
system in with the Sunni majority were and to extent still are hostile to Allawite
leadership due to prejudices against the Allawite sect.

As such autocratic militarily backed power and control was the only way for the
Allawite elite to raise their socieconomicposition in a land hostile to their
interests. It is important to note however that the Assad regime supports the
power and privileges of an Allawite dominated elite not the Allawite sect in its
entirety, although there is a wide spread belief that Alesvare favoured over

Sunni by the regime particularly within the military and security forces.
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As Bashar al Assadodos Presidency progress
families and the rest of the population has become increasingly obviousywah S
transforming from a brand of socialism to corrupt crony capitalism. The disparity

has caused many Syrians, particularly the large youth popukatidnural areas

hit by the global economic decline, telieve that the Assad regime hdesserted

its rural poor support base in favour of the rich and this contributed significantly

to the outbreak of the uprising in early 2011.The Arab Springnitiative for

human rights and democrabgsjoined forces with economic dissatisfaction and

Sunni historicalfeelings of entittlement and resentrhéa erupt into a popular

uprising for the downfall of the regime which has devolved into civil war with a

intensifyingsectarian dynamic.
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Chapte Four
The Sunni Shia Divide

4.1 Allawite alignmenfs Shia

The characterisation of Muslims into the broader categories of Sunni and Shia has
significant political and securityimplications for minority sects such as the
Allawites, particularly given the strong emphasis on communal opposition 10 out
groupswithin the region Effectively the nested communal groups to which
minority groups belongextendsfrom family through to sectarianraup then
finally through to where they sit relevant to the larger and more politicelilyle

sectarian groups, Sunni and Shia.

The Allawite faith emerged from the teachings of Mohammad ibn Nusayr and his
follower Hussein ibn Hamdan #hasabi inthe 9" and 1¢' centuries(Henegan,
2011) The faithbelievesthatthe first Allawites were stars to which virtuous
Allawites revert back toafter deathwhilst sinning Allawites become Jews,
Muslims and ChristiansThe faith has elements in common with other religions
in the region, for example it shares the Shia Isbatinef in the successivavine
emanations of Ali In common with Ismaiéi they admit only a select few into the
core creed which includes a reverence of a holy trinity, reincarnation and a rite of
drinking consecrated winehich echoesChristianity (Faksh M. A., 1984, p.
136) In contrast to mainstream Muslims, Allawitesad the Koran allegorically
andtend to pray at hommather than imosques (Henegan, 2011)

A main focusof the Allawite faith is the belief that Islam emphasises tolerance

and acceptance of other religions including differenisn sects, and that
judging an individual 6s r elthugth®oAllavi f ai t hf
faith stands in stark comst to radical Sunni beliefghich reject allout-groups
andextremists assume the right to judge and puaikkrsaccording taheir own

strict interpretation of Sharia lapWorren, 2007, p. 65)
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The Allawites claimtheir religion isan offshoot of Shia Islam. Howevedhe
Allawite religion hassignificant differences to S@ism, having broken away from
the Shia branch of Islarmver 1000 years agdVhilst Allawites share the Shia
reverence of Prophet Muhamniaatousin and son in law Alirom which the
name Allawite is derivedn contrast to the Shiallawites they believethat he is
one of many materialisations of God along with Jesus, Adam, Mohammed,
Socrates, Plato and number of préslamic sages from Persia As such the
Allawite faith blends together Zoroastridslam, Christiarnty, Gnostic andNeo
Platonic thought a blending of faithghat has leadrthodoxMuslims to declare
them to be heretics and apostat@deneghan, 2011) Historically the Shia
considered the Allawitg along with the Druze, to beeligious extremistsand
rejected their inclusion within Siém (Talhamy, 2010, pp. 17677).

The Allawites historical isolation amog mountails near tle Mediterranean
coastline, their unusual religioygacticesand the secretiveclannish nature of
their communitiegriggered suspicion among Sunni aoda lesser extent amastg
Shia Animosity between Allawite and Sunni predatby centuries thecurrent
sectariarstruggleswithin the 201 linitiated uprising (Heneghan, 2011)

Since the creation of the Symiatate thanternalsectariarcompositionrhas caused
concerns for the Allawites These concerns were strong enough to prompt an
attempt toavoid inclusion in Syria by a group, which includddfez al Assadl s
father Ali Sulaymanwho petitioned the French to include the Aliide region

within Lebanonassertinghat Allawites would nevelbe acceptedr secure within
Syri a. An e x c estatpnient feads fllowsiirbe Adawitesi p 6 s
refuse to be annexed to Muslim Syria because, in Syria, the official religion of the
state is Islam, and according to Islam, the Aitaw areconsidered infidelso
(Landis, Islamic Education in Syria: Undoing Secularism, 2003, pp3736
Historical persecution of the Allawites hamteated significant levels of sectarian

insecurity.

The persecution oAllawites was justified religiously througfatwas with the
most significant fatwasssued bySunniShaykh ali Islam lagi alDin Taymiyya
(died 1328)n the 14th century These fatwasarestill referred to todayincluding
by radicalopponents of the Assad regimbn Taymiyya advocated for the return

53



of the Muslim faith to its origins, Salafiyyand as such rejected the &tei

religion as heretical. bn Tay miwaysa orseffeade t o t he Al |l awi
t o be Sthey arédnottMusiims, odvdes , Or  Chhr ¢hes warrarea s 6

should be kilea nd t hei r pr apleerFatwas directigffectedtheat e d 6
Allawites (Nusayrig with one fatwa preceding a 1305 military attack within the

religiously diverse Kisrawa region in Lebanorcausingmany Allawites to be

killed whilst survivorsfled to thesecurity of thed Nus ayri yya Mount ai ns
(Talhamy, 2010, pp. 175,1780).

The massacre of up to 50,000 Allawilesng near the Persian border occurred

after a fatwawas announced by Sheikh-ldanafi in 1516which outlined a
6obligation to fight and fkheidwoien &di a and
chil dren may THsecauged anothev exddds of Alltasi to the
6Nusayriyy aowherdaince ttteei 1Bs century Allawites have
predominantly occupied remote villages in order to avoi®&unni prejudice

(Talhamy, 2010, pp. 18183)

Sunni Shdih Muhammad Nasir &éDin al-Mugrabi issued a fatwa in the 1820s
which declared thaAllawite lives and property were at the dispb of Muslims
This fatwa preceded an attagk insurgentAllawite villages surrounding Latakia
resultingin the deaths of up to fortsnenand theenslavenentof a number of
women, men and children. This fatwa was also adopted by theati&gy 1832
1840 during an Allawite insurgency against Egyptian occupation of Syria
although it was discredited bipe actions of theEgyptian General Selim Bay who
when conscriptingSyrian Muslimsincluded the Allawites thus inferring that
Allawites wereMuslim. The Ottomankadalso conscripted from Muslim sources
andas such they required the Allawites to enlistace of considerable Allawite
resistancéTalhamy, 2010, pp. 18384)

After the 1920 French Mandate of Syria significant changes began for the status
of Allawites. First of all they changed their name from Nusgggrto Alawiyya
which Allawites explain was their original name and thié labelNussayriyya
had been given to them by their opponents addition to this Allawitereligious

leadersbegan tostressthat the Allawites werévuslim, declaring in 1926 hat
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OEvery Al awi is a Muslim . . . every Al a
or denies that the Quran is the word of God and that Muhammad is his Prophet is

not Alawi . . . The Alawis are Sii t (€athamy, 2010, p185) TheMiddle East

was and is a dangerous place toaminority. In a regionwhere sectarian

belonging hasserious implications for security it i®© be expectedhat the

Allawites would seekio align their religion where it is politically expedient and

safer to do so.

In 1936 the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Muhammad Amillasayni strengthened
the Allawitesclaim to be Shiay issuing a fatwa hich described Allawitess
Obr ot her $hiswasa dolaidaltmove to ensure Muslidrab unity andto
reassure Allawites so as facilitate the incorporation of their regiontd Syria
following the end of the French mandatEhis is thefirst time that the Allawites
were recogniseds within Elam rather tharas endangering Islam with their
hereticbeliefs Following this fatwaAllawite religious scholars left forlraq to
study at Iraqi religious schools and mosques were built in Allawite villages. In
1952 the Grand Mufti of Syrialsoacceped the Allawites as Shia and this was
approved by the President of the Syrian Repufdladhamy, 2010, pp. 18587)
Additionally as Allawites abandoned sectarian particularism they gained
increasing acceptance from Sunni Arab nationalists promoting Arab unity
(Kazimi, 2010, p. 23)

In 1972 Ayatollah aShirazi, a Shite cleric from a prominent Iragiranian

religious family issued a statement which is taken &saat wa decl ari ng t
Al l awi t es Al&she r &z iveasseer by Allavites as proof that they

have been formally included part of theShia community andsevidenceof the
rapprochemenof the Shia religious establishment towards Allawif€alhamy,

2010) a rapprochemenwhich intensified with n Bas har al Assados

through his alignment within theo describe&hiacrescent

Compared to many Middle Eastern states which are fragmented along sectarian
lines under the Assad regime the tension between the sestscomparatively
quiet givingcredence to the regime claim ithbeenable to maintain stability.

However the sectarian tensions within the state are suppressed rather than solved
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with an underlying animosity betweenetlsects still apparent. Region wide
sectarian persecution wacommon and typically minorityests such aghe
Allawites, Druz and Shia have practised what the Shia describe as tamgiya
quietismi.e. hiding your religious beliefs in order to avoid persecution, usually
from radical Sunn{Talhamy, 2010, pp. 18889)

In view of regional and domestic prejudices Hafez al Assad sdaagitengten
the impressionthat Allawites were Muslimby publically demonstratingis
observance of traditional Islamic ritual§.o placate the Sunmhajority, he also
supported the buildg of Sunni style mosques for Allawite worship and
minimised references to the Alge religion within the media (Bar S. , 2006, p.
394)

However thesanore recenfatwas did little tolessenthe perception bynany
Sunni, particuldy within the Muslim Brotherhood, that Allawites wehneretics
This resentmentoseoncethe Assad elite cametm power. Sunni were adamant,
urged by the Brotherhoodhat the new 1973 constitution include that the
President must be Muslim. Yet many Sunni felt that an Allawite President did
not fulfil this requirement leading to the Allawite community seeking another
fatwa with regards to their religious stattitsough Musa al Sadrone of the
founding members of the Amal movement whidought to mobilise Shia
politically. He i d e n t thef Allagvites andthetShiadare partners in distress,
sincetty ar e per sec andealedthélawitestolbe oShiead of
S h i (Aafhamy, 2010, pp. 18990) Despite thesanoves topromotethe
acceptance of Allawites under the umbrella of the YWisslim religion, the
Assadr e g i mdaedce within the2011 initiated uprising has strengthened
sectarianism witlvarious FSA battalionsreactingby namingtheir unitsafter Ibn
Taymiyya and therebsecallinghis earlier fatwago exterminate AllawitegDick,
2012)

It becomes clear whilst looking over the fatwas outlining the status of the Allawite
religion within the Muslim world that the primary motivation for makiag
declaratioras to the religiousategory to whictihe Allawite religion belongs has
beento eitherreligiously sanction Sunni persecutioh Allawites or to avoid it

Although the Allawite religion is fairlyunique and appears to drafvom a
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number of theological sources, the orthodox religion that it has been most
associated with is Islan®o it is reasonablalthough politically expedient for the
Allawites to claim to be Shia. Fatwas formalising the Allawites as Shia have not
only provided the previously isolated and persecutedvadittsecurity withinthe
safety ofa larger religious comunity, which has contributed to the Assad regime
receiving support during the uprising from both Shia Iran and Hezbdilght

has alscstrengthened Syria regionally through thaitical unity withinthe Shia
Crescenand wi t hi n t h awithtiSeghiaitredcrscy e lran.g n me n t

4. 2 Syria and the Shiodoite Cr

In 20062007 the Jordanian King Abdullah Il warned of the Shia crescent, which

he describedasan alliance of Shia centred orahian leadership and sponsorship
observingthat this alliance representeal threatto Sunni political and religious
authoritywithin the region. Primarily constitutingran, Syria and Hezbollah, this

Shia alliance identifies itselfasthe axis of resistance to tleevil6 of t he US
supported Zionisbccupiers in Israel and to proclaimed US imperialism in the

Middle East(Abdo, The New Sectarianism: The Arab Uprisings and the Rebirth

of t h-8unr$ Dividé, 2013, p. 4)

The Ethnic Communal Mobilizational Model outlinesow the political
mobilisation of domestic communal groups idacilitated by the supply of
resources and support from transnational religious or ethnic net{@®akdiyeh,
2001,p. 5) As such lte political culture of the region with its strong communal
allegiances means that internal politics is overlaid with transnational politics
conducted through sectarian bonds. This gives Middle Eastern states the ability
to interfee ine a c h  caffalrsethréugh religious and tribal networlksd

further points to the impact sectarianism has on Syrian politics

As Barbara Walters outlines security explanations for eseutarian conflict
extends to the impact of changing dynasniwithin the regional political
environment(Wolff, 2009, pp. 2728), consequently bothhe emergence of the
Shia crescentand the resurgence of Sunni power within the Arab Spring have
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heightened the contest fpower between Sunni and Shia increasing sectarian

tensiors across the regioand within Syria(Gavlak, 2013) (Abdo, The New
Sectariani sm: The Arab Upri-Sunnn@vwde and t h
2013, p. 1)

The split into Sunni and Shia Islam began over 1400 years ago and centred on a
disagreement regarding succession following the death of Prophet Muhammad.

Shia make up 225% of the Muslim world and the Shia identity is centred on a

narrative of marginalisation, resistance and martyrdom which has a basis in reality
gvenShi ads historical mar ginali sataon and
2012 Pew Forum survewhich discovered that at least 40% of Sunni in Arab

states reject theotion that Shia are true Muslin@bdo, The New Sectarianism:

The Arab Uprisings aSumhiDiide 20Bephd)rt h of t h

The Middle East has been largely ruled by Sunni autocracies with the exception
of Iran where the 1979 revolution introduced a G&hitheocracylead by
Ayatollah Khomeini The Iranianrevolution was a significant turning point for

the regiods Shia. Wih a Shia theocracy ipower, Iran emergedas a state
prepared to support the development of Shia politicisation eenpowerment
acrosghe regionNasr, 2004, p. 9)

Despite being Persian rather than Aratlan had goals of extending its influence

beyond its own borders and developed close ties Witib ShiGtes for this

purpose. It has patrticularly close ties with Syria and Hezbollah in Lekaarbn
considerablanfluence withtheShi 6i t e domi nat e dlthadghmocr acy
Syria, Iran and Hezbollah seeknmbilisethe regiods Shia to expand their own

power and influence, in general Shia are bigger than Iranian amhatiatecal

agendasemainprominent in their calculationSusser, 2003, p. 6)

The tension between Sunni and Shia has intensaBeal result ofhe Arab Spring.
Protests inthe Gulf states in which Shia are significantly involvealve been
particdary harshly suppressed athey represent a thre& Sunni power and

status For instanceSaudi Ardia and the Gulf states deployé&sllf Alliance
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troops in Bahrain to helghe Sunni royal familyquell the predominantly Shia
Bahraini protest§Chulov, 2011)

Additionally sectarian violencéas increased dramatically in Irégjlowing the
departureof the USmilitary and again following the outbreak of the Syrian
uprising in 2011 Theremoval of Saddam Hussestripped the Sunni elite from
power Furthermoredemocracy introduce&hia political dominancewith Shia
making up 90% of the senior officials in the Interior abefenceMinistries
(Cockburn, 2011) Sunniprotesers in 201213 clairmed that the government is
sectarian and impinges on Sunni righteweverthis is disputedoy the Iraqi
Prime Minister Malikiwho counterclaims thecurrentunrest hadeen mobilised
through transnational sectarian connections, in particular from wiBoinn
Turkey and the Sunni dominate@&A within Syria (Al Jazeera, 2012)

Saudi Arabia is widely perceived to be the leading Sunni pamnetogether with

its allies within the Gulf their wariness of Shsaat an all time highwith the threat

of nuclear weapons development in Iréime primarily Shia uprising in Bahrain

Shia support of the Syrian regina@d their own restless Shia populatorThe

region wide protests and revoloris against autocratic rule makeéense backdrop

to the persistentensions between Sunni and ShiaThe Gulf Statesare very
nervous of t deekingioehpieoge Sunne@dmal dominance and

this explains SaudpredommmantlyiSandideadprisipgpnor t o f
Syria(Heydemann, 2012)

Although Shia leaders such dBe Iranian ex-PresidentAhmadinejad have

attempted to frame the Arab Spring @s Arab dreet mobilisation taemove

autocratic regimes favour of Islamic theocraciesit is evident thathe current

unrestis best describedsgrass roots movements against autocratic leaslecs

enrich themselves whilst rulingia corruption and violent repression. The
regionds ruolindg tobamirleiags st awned@dstheir esour c
leadership is based around procurigge privileges, riches and power at the

expensef their citizens(Yacoubian, 2011)

Despite Bashar al Skgasvasdnduated againktitheé drabc e t h a
Spring protests eruptechiearly2011. Iraran enthusiasnior the Arab Spring
died down in face of th8yrian uprisinglGwertzmann, 2011)Social Movement
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and Ethnic Conflict ieory both confirm thapolitical mobilisationis more likely
when there is @erception ofa political openingand an opportunity to mobilise
(Wolff, 2009, pp. 3631) (Jackson J. W., 2006, p. v &.4As suchthe succssful
revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya created the perceptiorthiatime was

right to overthrow the Assad regime.

Regionally Sunni and Shia are siding with their sectarian counterparts in Syria.
Support fromSunni regimessuch asTurkey and SaudArabia for the Syrian
uprising contrasts withthe presence of Hezbollah fighters ardanian
Revolutionary Guarden the side of the Assad reginaad thisis heightening
perceptions that this is a sectarian contest between Sunni anihi®eacalating
sectarian tensions across the redBlog, 2012) Moreoverthe regime coalition

was openly reinforced inmid-2013 by Hezbollah forces within selected
engagements such as the battle for Qu@agtack K. M., 2013, p. Avhich may

have signficant regional implicationshould the regime falas the fight could
follow Hezbollah back to Lebandiiedel, 2013)

The Sunni regimes suppodf the oppositionhas enabledashar al Assad and
Iranian officialsto attempt toframe the conflict as the work of outside forces
seeking to weaken th8hia axis of resistance. Correspondingly Syria took
advantage of higanttUS sentiment following gloal Muslim protests against the
US madeantiMuslim amateur filmdhe Innocence of Muslin to claim that
the Syrian uprisings not part of the Arab Springprotestsbut is instead as a
USkoreign instigated conflict aimed at the whole axisedistancgAl Arabiya
News , 2012)

Iran remainssery concerned aboube internal challengeto the Assad regime
Syria supports Iranian ambitions lbgrming part of the supply chaito its key
proxy in the region, HezbollakKreps, 2010, p. 8) If the Assad regime was to
fall it is likely that any new democratic political system in Syria would be
characterised by sectarian partigSiven Sunnirepresentapproximately 6% of

the population free elections would most likely result in $unni dominated
government opposerkligiously and politically to Irailan and Shia aspirations.

Any subsequentvithdrawal of Syria from the axis of resistance wouldatjse
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impactonl r andés pat r onandwoulereprestatzeboud dliow ko,

Il r ands ambéi@gns on al

Alongside Iran and Syridilezbollald s Pr e s i d dasalsodttengptedol | a h
framethe Syrian uprising as a conspiracy against Sm@Shia In line with Ted
Gurros Et hni c Commun al Mobilization The
heavily from Shia historical memories and religious traditi@ehliyeh, 2001, p.

5) with claims that the downfall of the Assaeégime will be theologically
damaging to ShiaHezbollahhasrelatedthe Syrianuprising to the Shia mystical

text al Jahrwith someclerics claiming that the downfall of the Assad regime will
precipitate he premature arrival of th@cculted Imam) Mehdi(Rowel, 2012)

In keeping with Ethnic Conflict eory this is an example of an elite useg
ethnesectarian myth symbol complex in order to muster support for political aims
through the centrala s s u mp t ipeople rmakeapolitical choices based on
emd i on and i n r elkapflmansModetn dlatredg: Miee Synbdlic
Politics of Ethnic War, 2001, p. 29)

The Syrian crisis is having a significant impact the political calculations of
secariangroupsvi t hin Lebanon. Hezboll ahds domi
under threagiven that theSyrian regimé sontinued rule is insecuand the loss

of the regime will deprive Hextlah of Syrian supportandalter its supply path

from 1 ran. Furthermore Hezboll ahods sup
previously high standing on the Arabré&it Hezbollah is struggling to stay

relevant adts narrative positioning itself as the vanguard of the people and a
resistancgorce has been undermined by its rejectionthaf aspirations of the

grass rootsSyrian protest movement (International Crisis Group, 2011)

Additionally it is likely that openlybacking the Assad regime froltay 2013 is a

risk for Nasrallah as puts pressure ohis Shite support base who may require

some convincing to send their sons into battle in S@idonitor, 2012)

Like Iran Hezbollah are concerned that any new Syrian government is likely to be
Sunni dominated which would cause the abandonment of the Shia crescent
alignment wi t hi n Shisrcouddesult in@rrevarsgitiie p ol i cvy .

currentLebanesesectarian polits wherebyShia affiliate with Syriaalternatively
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it could be LebanesBunni aligning with Syria for support against their Christian
and Shi 6ite p@hawaf,i2012) Fortlzedebanestha situaos in
Syna is a very divisive issue. ehsion between Hezbollah and their Lebanese
political adversaries was already hjgtarticularly following the assassination of
Hariri, and the situation in Syria has added to this ten@in2011).

Western interests within the Middle Eastern region are complicated and
threatened by the hardening Shia and Sunni divide. The tension between the US

and |l ran over | randrétaliatonthreals eegardingthelSiraits o n s

of Hormuzalsointensifies the significance &y r i a 6 s . rTkeWUS® bnal thé o n
Sunniregimeswanttosee decr ease 1 n | muwleadanbiiionsf | uenc e
stymied consequently they aepared to suppothe uprising whilst remaining

wary ofthe Islamic extremists within the opposition movemerithe risk of Iran

i or other Islamic radicalshavingnucleatWeapons oMassDestruction (WMD)

is summed up by Bernard Lewigho states thaMu | | aré rigiodis fanatics

with an apocalyptienind-set In Islam, as in Christianity and Judaism, there is an
endof-times scenarid and they thinktt 6s begi nning Thus al r ead
unlike the dynamic within the earlier WeklSSR ®Id War dmutually assured

destruction is not a deterrenti t 6 s ammend(LewdsBc, The Trannies are

Doomed, 2011)

The Sunni Shia divide has the potential to emerge as the most prominent conflict

and narrative in the Middle East supplanting the Muslims against theaivd/sir

Israelcontest. The region widecontention has led to a climate of insecurity and
uncertainty and theecentweakening of autocratic power has increased the

salience of prexisting communal bonds and led to increased attention being paid

to identity politics. During a recent interview with Geneive AbdolLebanese
religious sclwblkear sshaesd arlkratweadak sectar.i
more reliosity inasacet y t he mor e. Yetthis cortteempomary i s we a
sectarianism is not a return to tradia communalism rather it is a contest to

seize power mobilised through sectarian bonds and argumenthkeirfiace of

declining autocratic power (Abdo, The New Sectarianism: The Arab Uprisings

and the Rebirth of th® h Sarai Divide, 2013, pp.-3).
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However he current wave ohnti-ShiGte sectarian violence across the region is
unprecedented in modern Islamic history and such extreme sectarianism has not

been seen since the Saudi and Wahhabiimgak Najad and Karbala in 1806

(Riedel, 2013) This surge in sectarianism does not suggest thaiceatic

repression suppresseevitable sectarianism rather that sectarianism rises during
insecurityin this case resulting frompolitical uncertainly and decreasing law and

order (Abdo, The New Sectarianism: The Arab Uprisings and the Rebirth of the

S h Sarmi Divide, 2013) To the detrimenbf Middle Eastern stabilityhis

decreasing law and ordeasledt o a resurgence of al Qaed
Zar gawi 6 s vaganstemd r e ftées@®R@delednlil)

Addi t i on al thyic CGmmunab MobiliZational Modebutlines how the
absence of democracy predisposes marginalised groups towards political
mobilisation. Further to this Gurr explains thi@nsnatioal communal networks
support political mobilisation in that they provide resources such as ideology,
materals, leadership and a forum for the mediatriigtion of grievances
(Sahliyeh, 2001, p. 5)Thetransnational Sunni and Shia networks have facilitated
both mobilisation within the Arab Spring and the counter revolatipmeasures

in response.

Sectarian communities that exist on both siddésporous borders, long term
disagreemestwith neighbouring statesddisputed territoriesre all factors that
increase the risk of the violence spreading beyosthté borders(Wolff, 2009,

p. 7 & 31) With rising Irag sectarian violengeSyrian regime attacks crossing
the Turkish and Lebanese bordemsonflict between Sunniand Allawite
neighbourhoos in Tripoli, high Shia numbers in protests against Sunni
autocraciesand theSyrian conflictprogressing towards a Allawite/Shi@rgus
Sunni confrontation fears of the regional sectarian dynarti@ngorming into a
darker fear ofan outright regional war between Sunni and &duie intensifying
(Pollack, 2012)

A transnational sectarian conflict would #ficult to resolvenot least because it
would transcend state boundarmeakingUN resolutions and solutiornghich are
basedon the Westphalian state system difficult to implemethius leaving the

international community at a loss at how to approach a cotifatexists outside
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of the state systems arttierefore outside of state solutiorBlus Middle Eastern
political narrativesand conspiracy theoriethat portray the West, and by
extension the UN, as a Christian threat out to exploit and control the Islamic
world greatly complicates Western intervention in the regionAs such a
transnational sectarian conflicgtould be areal and probably severtest of the
UNGs abi |l i teyrodlems ch globalisatesmd ttartsnationalisnn this
instance violencapilling over state boundarieargely through the politicisation

of transnational religionsFurthermorehe eruption othe Syrian uprising against

a backdrop of rising ggonal sectarian tensions increasing sectarian fears and
suspicionswithin Syria.

With regional political positions polarising along sectarian lines there is an ever
increasing danger thahe Syrianprotesters demands will become obscured

behind the broader political contest between Sunni and Shia governments across

the region. As rebels continued to battle government forces in Damascus, Aleppo

and Hama in August 2012 Saeed Jalili, a senior aidy@toNah Ali Khameini
attempted to furthertHatanBgiism@8xbawvasanbdth
i nt er nnstead dekrbe g t he 1 n taconflichtbetweepthe s i ng &
axis of resistance on one hand and the regional and glodmies ofthis axis on

t he o(Alhazeeda, 2012)The uprising that began as a protest movement
against Syriads repressive dynastic dict
into a proxy conflict between regional sectarigmoups (Kinninmont, 2012)

possibly presenting as atraight contest betweean AllawiteShiGtei Iran

Hezbdlah Western ministate versua Sunmial QaedsSaudiQatari Eastern min

state (Riedel, 2013)with the social movement for change breaking down into

small brigadesand joined by tribal militias fightingto protect theirlocal

communities from both sides.

4.3 Radicallslam and Regional Sectarianism

The sectarian politics between Sunni and Shia are further complicated by the
intensifying divisions within Sunni Islam. The recent spread of Sunni Salafists,
extremist Sunni militias and thaitial emergence of governments dominated by
Islamic parties InEgypt and Tunisia hadn the surface strengthened Sunni

hegemony. However with Sunni extremism seeking to expand its power and
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hijack the democratic outcomes within Egypt and Tunisia and the persistent
existence of Islamic militia threatening the Libysecurity, there is a growing
backlash from civilians against the transparent use and reinterpretation of Islam in

order achieve power and impose sectarian dominance.

Since the beginning of the®c ent ury | sl amdés religious
has been under threat within Syria and the Middle EasSyriathe introduction

of the o&érevol ut iGhnragimg @disrupteddthkisteicaldinks r Ba
between religious and political leaderslaipd advanced a rhetoric thattheory

departed from opposition towards @roups and advocatddr Arab unity(Bar,

2012, p. 1 & 3)

Given the traditions of religions authori¥iddle Eastermegimes understooithe
necessity of bringing the religiousetworksinto their patronage systenand
called on clerics to publiclindicate theirsupport However asMiddle Eastern
regimes are out of step with their citizerextending support to the gines
causeda decline in thestatureof the traditional religious establishmest The
resulting vacuum ofredible religious leadershias beempredominanthyfilled by
an increasing number of clerics operating outsidetlod traditional religious
sphergBar, 2012, p. 4)

These clericsend to be radical and virulentintrWestern Their ability to evoke
religious narratives that resonate with the mainstream has given Islamic radicals
the opportunity to pmote themselves as the vanguard of Islamic aspirations
(Bar, 2012, p. 2) The breakdown of traditional social, religious and political
structureswithin statessuch as Syri@ombined withlarge youth populationwith
limited economic horizons, hded to an increasing number of youth seeking
validation within radical IslanfBar D. S., A Toolbox for Countering Extremist
Religious Doctrines, 2012, p..5) Additionally the disruptn of secular and
liberal civil society by egimesl i k e t hheas ptosided ldla@mic groups with
the opportunity tdill this additionalvacuumbetween the populace and the regime
(Bar, 2012, p. 5)
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Radical Islam has a long sense of histath a keen memory for th€hristian
crusades paving the way for Western colonialism, and as such radical Iskam see
honour throughprotecting the Middle East from thavasion of Western values

and ideals intdslamic territory  The prevalence dNestern culturend values

on the internet and increasingly across media channels is seen as challenging the
fundamental values of Islamic society making resistance to the West an important
rallying cry for radical Ishmists(Bar D. S., A Toolbox for Countering Extremist

Religious Doctrines, 2012, p. 5)

Many Middle Eastern regimes, including Syrdack genuine legitimacynd as
such their rule is secured predominantly through fearthadnanipulationof
sectarian insecurities However h the same way that the violent security
apparatu®f autocratic stateattracts membership from the violent aardtsocial
terrorismdoes the same, resulting in both sides of the political game becoming
increasingly violent and coerciBar, 2012, p. 6)This contributes to the danger

of sectarian conflicin line with Pose@ sbservatiorthat whenviolent extrenmsts

of one group begin to terrorise rival groupsre is an increasedsk that ethne
sectarian groupwill pursue violence as a whd/olff, 2009, p. 27)

Traditionally he ultimate $lamic leaders characterised as combinirggttraits of

a warrior and an Islamic scholar(Bar, Islamic Leader Paradigms, 2012, p. 6)
This again intensifies the likelihood of etheectarian conflict with Kaufman
identifying that a group thatothadmires warrior characteristics and incogtes
themwi t hi n t he ¢asarvipreased ilikeldood of engagingut
group violence ashis cultural construcprovides a framework forthe military
mobilisation ofethnasectariangroups by opportustic elites(Kaufman, Modern
Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War, 2001, p. 30Jhis has important

implications for the Sunni Muslim driven uprising in Syria.

The regionalunrest haselped fuel a resurgence fundamentalisSalafism and
its puristapproach tdslam. This rise has contributed toiaBhia sentiment given
the Salafi rejection of ShiaPolitical Salafi have been portraying the Alla®hia
Iran axis as the greatest threat to Sunni and promoting themselvd®e as

resistance tahis Shia threat. Furthermore he brutality of the Assad regime
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against predominantly Sunniqiesters in Syria has beesed by Salafi political

clerics to mobilise Sunni behind Sunni politicascendency. As sucthe

intersect between the Arab Spring dhd rise in Salafi politics haacerbatedhe

intensity of the Sunni Shia divide (Abdo, The New Sectarianism: The Arab
Uprisings and t h&unit®ibider 2018, pp. 46, 1&h4R). Shi 6 a
Furthermorewith éa legacy oftextualincitement to Jihatispecifically against the

Allawites by the most important source of pivsition for political Jihadi Ibn

Tayymiyya, combined with the symbolic anstrategicimportanceof Syria to

Sunni | sl am, Syriads civil waitKazim a nat
2010, pp. 9).

It is important to examine the characteristics of religious fundamentalists in order
to understand the nature and threathefJihadi Salafimovement Research has
shown that religious fundamentalism is related to prejudice and discrimination,
displayinga combi nat i onigroup cohesibnand logalyp with i n
aut hor it ar i a-group extiesne prajudice (Sarogiou, 8011, pf@).1

The religious fundamentalistnindset is vehemently opposed to anyone who
challenges theiworld view or values. Their beliefs reinforce the power of the
traditionally dominant usually meaning there is significant prejudice against
women, gays and other ethnic or religious grouf&aroglou, 2011, pp.-8).
Religious fundamentalists often framheir own personal power andhe
prioritising their ownneeds asrdained by God/Allah. As sudtheb s f r eedom
and self determination isiterpretednot just as a challenge to thewn personal
power but also aa challenge to thdictates of God and history. From héres

easy to understand howhey are prepared to kill, oppress guigysically harm
othersto ensure the dominance of th@wn beliefs as these beliefs are the
foundation of their personal powand justifytheir entitlement relative to select
others

Radically religious people tend to be highly sectarian and ethnochntdmg a
belief in a just world which paradoxically is often associated with justifying and
legitimising the suffering ofoutgroups The ingroup loyalty of religious
fundamentalists has been proposed as)gtanationfor contemporary religious

terrorism(Saroglou, 2011, p. 22)n additionreligious fundamentalistdisplaya
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high degreeof submissiveness towards-group authority figureswith the result
that they arepotentially highly malleable toinflammatory rhetoric from
manipulativeelites (Saroglou, 2011, p. 23) These traits are shared wition
religious authoritarianand as suchetigious fundamentalism is better understood

as religious authoritarianis@®@aroglou, 2011, pp-®).

Islamic extremistgeject the idea ofeligious toleranceas thiswould undermine

their goal ofreligious dominance which is based upon the rejection obatside

faiths including other Mslim sects They areoften murderously vehemeirt
theirpr ot ecti on of . IEgderecend this is se@nuvithan tretmas n

to the kiling of the US diplomat to Libg during protests against thi&S made
antiIslamic film entitled thednnocence of Muslin® and by associatioagainst

the US Sheikh Mohammed Zahawhe leader of the Islamic group Ansar al
Shariawhich wa accused of being betd the attack on th&JS diplomatic
compoundwasrecorded as statingthdthe di d not wunderstand w
were being shed over the death of a diplomat whéne 6 r ewad thednsuit me 6
to Muslimswithin the film,d nnocence @aviesM20%2) i Istesnit
fundamentalism is often characterised as in confrontation with globalisagion
60Ji had ver s(he WikgBldokwdll cEdclopedia of Gladdization,

2012, p. 177Q)

There is a growing divide within Islambetween moderates and
extremists/religious authoritarians This struggle between moderate and radical

Islam is proving challenging for the new governments in Libggypt and

Tunisia The Libyanpr ot est s agai nst t hand thd nnoc en
coincidingattack on the US diplomatic compound were followeddytradictory
protestswhich oustedslamic militant groupgrom their headquarteiiustrating

the extent of the divid€Davies, 2012) There has been a backlash to the rise of

political Sunnism which has been particularly evident witBgypt where when
PresidentMorsi soughtto increase his Presidential powers protestspted

ultimately resulting in his removal.

Furthermore justas governmentiolence represses criticisnthe aggressive

rejection of religious pluralism andolent reactionsvhenreligious traditionsare
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chdlengedfrom religious extremistserves to limitanalysis of Islanwithin both
the general population aramongstislamists. Howeverthe state of flux caused
by theArab Springhas created an opegj for criticism not just of Middle Eastern
regimes but alsof the opportunistic usef Islam An example was reported by
the BBC in reference to Syrian refugees in Libya. Syrian refAgesed Atrash
claimed that wdtéhy Libyan businessmen were approaching myngnd poor
Syrian refugee famiis and offering money fommarriage totheir, at times
underagedawghters. Ahmed Atrashtook the unusual step of makingpablic
criticism of religion practicesin defence ofwomen bysaying &Syrian women
escaped from rapes by [President] Bashlakssad's thugs to facrapes in the
name of IHealsadigputedhiby@n Sheikh Ashraf AAgrah, the Imam
of the Garyounis Mosqg@edefence of the practiseas 6r el i doipmtect dut y o
Syrian femad refugees from turning to prostitution in gPeeraton as incorrect
declaringinstead that 6rhis is moderrday slavery, sing the wod marriage is
just a e(Mghér,20iR)s mo

The Arab Spring has altered thMiddle Easternpolitical landscapeand the

outcome of thesocial movement for democracy and freedomderway inSyria

will have further repercussionsReligion plays a central role in the Middle East
andwasreflected in the election of Islami@agies in Egypt and Tunisia, and the

emerging Islamification of tle Syrian uprising However upon analysis of

religious authoritarianispand as seen in Egypt undée now ousted President

Morsi, it is clear that Islamicextremistsshare many traits with he r egi ond s
authortarianrulers making them more likely &ttempt to imposeectarian based

autocratic rule and repression under the justificatioreligion thanto encourage

the emergence of tolerance, freedom and democracy.

This realisation is spreading across the Middle HaSyria the Al Qaeda brigade

the Islamic State in Irag and the Levant has imposed its rule in the only provincial

city no longer in regime handss at August 2013Al Raqga. Howevetheir

attempts to create an Islamic emirate are largely unwelcome with unarmed
protesters taking tde streetsyetgpai n t o chant o611 slaadmi ¢ St a
toexpress opposition to the brigadeds h u

governance Syrian activist Khaled Sajjasbserved that the people of al Ragga
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are resisting the imposition ¢fo ¢ a | | s | a msee the cortiruatienof t hey
the government operation bubd y wi t h a (Khodf, Byeian® pratestf ac e 6
against al Raqga's New Rulers, 2013)

4.4 The Sunni Shia Divide: Conclusion

The Syrian dsis intersects with the sectarian conflicts and tense rivalries across

the regionincluding the contest betweedhe Shiaaxis of resistancandthe Sunni

regimesfor prominence in the region.Due totransnational sectarian politics and

cross border tribal ties throughout the Middle East, repercussions from conflicts

readily cascade from one state to its neighbmaking surrounding states

vulnerable to their neighbours r i sor sfermer Syrian ditator Adib

Shi s hstdtedd vflsen Syri abés adversaries in Leb

pneumonié (Olmert, 2011)

The Arab Spring uprisingsand anysubsequenintroductions of democracy are

likely to, in the short term déast createinstability whilstnew political contracts

are negotiatecand a new power balancbetweenthe different ethnesectarian

groups isestablished. As such there has beemise in sectarianism in response to

this insecurity(Grenier, 2011Yyesulting in the intensificationf the Sunni Shia

divide (Abdo, 2013) This supports Barry Posenos
that follows regime change is similar to the ahgrof theinternational political

system This state ofanarchyincreasesthnosectarian grougsperceptions of

insecurity resulting in argaterlikelihood of intergroup conflict(Wolff, 2009,

pp. 2627).

Sectarianism tealso been exacerbated by the theological debates over the role
and nature of Islam sweeping the region. Syria has become a focal point for
radical Islam in the struggle between secular and religious governande,
betweenmoderate and radical Islam. At this stage the increased Islamic
presence that initially followed the revolutions in Egypt and Tunisia potentially
contradicts the aims of the social movement in Syria for freedom, human rights
and democracy creating concerns about post Assad goger@amongst many

Syrian civilians. There i growing understanding that Islamic radicals are
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authoritarian in nature with significant religious -@rbup prejudices and are
likely to work towards political domination should they come into power.

With the Shia seeking to retain leadership in Syria and the Sunni seeking to re
establish their historical dominance or at least achieve a Sunni dominated
democracy, the Syrian sectarian unrest within the uprising mirrors the regional
contest between transnatibrf@unni and Shia interests resulting in it serving as a
proxy war.  Furthermore radical groups have come to the realisatiothéhat
uprising signals thathe old order issulnerable,andas suchnow is the time to
make their move, concurrently the sesulemocratic movemehts come to the

same conclusion.
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Chapte Five

From Protest Movement to Armed Rebellion Ethno-Sectarian

Dynamicswithin the Uprising

5.1 The Syrian Uprising: Sunni Ambition or Social Movement?

The Arab Springhas beemgenerated in part by sanic global events such ase
increasedavailability of social mediaand the economic downturn This has
resultedin a political environment marked witthanges andhstability (Kyrou,
2011) Theseevents occurringgainst a backdrop ajlobally risingreligious
tensiongDanin R. M., Religious Restrictions and Violence Growing Globally led
by the Middle East, 201d)asled to a veryfraughtsituation in the Middle East
wherecompeting political agendawith an ethnesectarian biasarein a state of
flux. Whilst there is a significant level of ethwsectarian tensions within the
resultantArab Spring the protests at least initially regent social movements

against autocratic, incompetent and corrupt rule.

This drive for political change can be significantly dttited to the rise in poverty
(Svadkovsky, 2012) Due to economic hardshipére is significant periphery
resentmentuelling the Syrianuprising Another driving forcebehind the Arab
Awakening is theyouth population bulge with aonprecedented 80 of the
regi on 06 s urger thardgeadf 25 gea(sVilkins, 2011) With phenomenal
growth in secondary and university education, a 50% rise in urbanisti®n
introduction ofcommunications technologgnd exposure to international media
youth expectationsare high However the corrupt, autocratic and stagnant
regimes are failing to meet these expectatiosteadpolitical repression, the low
standard of living experienced lmany and the global economic downtuhas
resultedin high youth unemploymenand corresporidg frustration (Shaikh,
2011)

This combination of highly educatetechnologicallysavvy and underemployed

youth with repressiveand stagnantpolitical systems is proving to be a
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combustible mix (Stimson Center, 2011, pp. 36, 45, .71) The emerging
generati onodos dstengthened fby lreingcshasddogghoutthe
Middle Eastacross sectarian lindsadng to a grassroots resistanceaaicratic
rule (Stimson Center, 2011, p. 49 & 97)The Middle Eastern social movements
represent drive to end to corruptioncronyism andepressionplus a desire for
freedom, human rights and democracy.

The Syrian uprising has many features of a popular social moverResburce
Mobilisation Theory outlines how empowerment starts with frustration and the
meeting of a minimum level of resources to facilitate collective opposition.
Additionally moblisation must be sufficient to overcome apathy in face of long
term powerlessness (Sadan, 2004, pp-1&D. In the case of the Middle East,

in particular Syria, Egypt, Libya and Tunisia, intense and rising discontent against
widespread corruption arrdpression had grown to the extent that it overpowered
fear of opposing the regimes with arSy an opposi ti oReopleme mber
reached the point at which they preferred death to humiliation. The ondyttie
regi me can (lternatiosa Crsis Group, 2813, p. 5). It is very
difficult for autocratic regimes to rein in civilian demands once psychological
barriers, such as ficient fear, have broken dow({®adan, 2004, pp. 1567).

Addi tionally Pol i ti c a forsBcalomwments Sreseesr y 6 s
the importanceof political opportunity and timingparticularly relatingto rising
expectations ouccess@Qpp, 2009, pp. 16165). As such the speed in which

popular protest overcame both the Egyptian and Tunisian regiordsbuted

significantly towards motivatin§yrian activists

Social Movement Theory identifies that self representation in order to challenge

regime narrativescontributes to social movement mobilisation As such
communications technology has givétiddle Easternprotesters a means to
communi cate their grievances and chall en
broadcast narratives criticisintpe protester§ aims and actions. In this way

activists are able to create and broadcast an identity farph&ing to challenge

the one imposed on them by the regime (Sadan, 2004, p. 124).
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Furthermore akey source of motivation and recruitment within the Egyptian
revolution, replicated strongly in Syria, was the use of social media sites such as

the Egyptian Facebook page 0l am Khalid
move which strengthened solidarityyough a sense of shared injustice. Social

media also helped to remove barriers to participation revealing the full extent that

the average Egyptian citizen opposed the regime (Human Rights Watch, 2012, p.

28). Through increased communicati@tizensbegin to see their repression is a

source of connection leading to collective activity (Sadan, 2004, p. 222).

The Syrian revolution is part of a new era of social revolutions where
international and national audiences, both individuals and governmemmets,
sought via the internet giving under resourced grass roots social movements a
powerful means of opposing autocracfKyrou, 2011) Additionally social
mediahas provided amavenue for recruiting participants, identifying grievances
and attributing blaméhusfulfilling the requirements that Resource Mobilisation

Theory outlines as needed to generate a social movement

New Movement Theory was developed to analyse téviesgrass roots value
movements such as the green movement. thbery proposes these movements
developed due to fractured idergs as a result of the fast pace of change within
these societiegBuechler, 1995) Correspondingly in theMiddle East the
breakdown of theold order as demonstrated bgin emerging divide between
secularideologies andislam between moderate andhdical Islam, plus the
introduction of communications technology and higher rates afagdun has also
led to a reassessment of identitiesgligion, ideologies and political systems.
However existing alongside the Middle Eastern social movements based on
modern ideals such as democracy there isndlicong movement back towards
traditional Islamic values resulting in two contradictory movements
simultaneously in motion. Thidrive towards traditionalism complicates the
Syrian political movementandis reinforcingthe growing Islamificatiorwhilst

alsostrengthening sectarian sentirtgen

Despite initially being a social movement aiming to redraw the contract between

ruler and ruled in Syria, thieigh level of Sunni participation within the uprising
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has resultedn it having a significant Sunni face. This has me#wdt despite
crosssectarian support for margf the movemer@s ams, such as challenging
corruption and improving human rightSunni dominance of the uprising has

discouragedross sect participation.

The high Sunni participation is due to several factéiisstly Bashar al Assad had
abandoned his support for the rural poor, the greater numbers of which were
Sunni, in favour of policies and networks that supported cohistemporaries
within the wealthy urban eét(International Crisis Group,021) Additionally

Sunni have long resented Allawite rule particularly given it usurped Sunni
dominance, and furthermotbe high number®f Sunni within the protests is a

reflection of demographic reality given that Sunni are the most populous sect.

Additionally the alienation ofcitizens from the Middle Eastern regimeseant
citizens turned to other affiliations forreligious, social and politicasupport
fuelling the developrant of a layer of mezzanine leagle Given that many dhe
mezzaninestructures were religious organisationghey ten@d to strengthen
sectarian ties (Miscik, 2010)Thusasa result of government repression of civil
society and a divided spectrum of wipins within opposition groupshe two
prominentpublic voices becae regime controlledultural centres anmhedia,and
themosques (Hamidi, 2005). Thisincreasd stature of religious®rganisations
enablingthe use oSunnimosques and religious establishments as mobilising and
recruitment centres for the protest movemdirttis is in keepingwith Social
Mo v e ment rdchgeition thai mobilisation generally takes place through
existing social structures and that citizengstaupon their grievances once they
have sufficient resources to facilitate mobilisatigdackson J. W., 2006)
However mobilisation through Sunni mosques andfter weeklyFriday prayers
has contributed to the identificatiomf the movement with Sunniand

consequently increased minoriyars of the uprising.

Along with a surge in conservative Islamic valuesmm 2000moder at e schol a
beganadvocating a renewal of Il sl ami c val ue
rights and an acceptance of other religions (Blanford, Syrian Islamic Scholar

Preaches Moderation: Mohammed Habash offers Alternative to Islamic
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Conservatism, 2005). In contrast tradia and radical Islamic thought is
incompatible with democracy and religious pluralism (Bing, 2011). One of the
defining qualities of the Islamic revival in Syria is the diversity of the Islamic
religious currents ranging from extremists to the renewalement (Blanford,

Syrian Islamic Scholar Preaches Moderation: Mohammed Habash offers
Alternative to Islamic Conservatism, 2005).However the rising visibility of

Islamic culture and values in Syhasr e i nf or ¢ e dwarnihgs regaeligg me 6 s
Islamic fundamentalismto the concern of religiousninorities and moderate

Muslims (Wilson, 2005)

Despite the internal Islamic debatdhe mosquehas providedan important
psychological and social space for citizens to connect over their dissatisfaction

with the regime as the mosque is one of the few places they are able congregate in
significant numbers due to state repress{dackson J. W., 2006, p. 17).
Furthermoreacc or di ng t o Gurr 6s Et hnic ,&ommunal
strong group identity, in this case Syrian Sunni, alongside grievances advances the
likelihood of political mobilisation (Sahliyeh, 2001, p. 5). Howebe

significant political mobilisation oftte Sunni seawvithin the uprisingdiscourages

other sectarian groups from joining the opposition network igncreating a

sectarian dynamiavithin the social movemenivhilst giving the regime the

opportunity to use sectarian counter revoluaigriactics.

The resulting instability and thgectarian dynamievithin the Sunni ledsocial

movement is increasing communal anxietyAccording to Symbolic 8litics

Theory, mobilisation to engage in ethnic conflict is manufactured by corrupt elites
through appeals to the O0emotional bonds
within ethnaesectarian groups (Kaufman, 2001, p. 29). Narratives encouraging
mobilisation are often grounded in an ethRsectarian groug@s myths and

prejudices which highlightthe grodp gr eat est coKaufinam,200l,ve f ear
pp. 2930).  Thus,given minoritygroup® collectivefears of Sunni persecution

and the regi meds ewn this comguma angietyhecsociala pi t al i
movement 6s sectarian composi t-gseotariancar r i e

conflict.
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In contrast to the majority Sunni sect, minorities did not see the regional Arab
Spring as an opportunity to overthrow the Assadime due a perception of
greater vulnerability. This has meant that although the aims of the protests were
shared across sectarian groups, mobilisation to overthrow the regime was
significantly activated along sectarian lines as the majority Sunneipectthey

had more to gain and relatively less to lose from toppling the Assads. This
calculation was not shared by the minorities whose fear of the regime was
matched if not succeeded by fears of the sectarian prejudices of the Sunni

majority and the ge in Sunni fundamentalism.

It is evident through analysing the Arab Spring and the Syrian uprising through
the lens of Social Movement Theory that many of the elements pertaining to a
social movement have been met by the uprisiAg. such the origif the Syrian

civil war was a social movement for freedom, democracy and human rights.
However with continuing violence and
enduring sectarian dynamic is contributing to increases in sectarian violence and
religious radicalism. With the social movement and radicalised armed
opposition groups on divergent paths there is a danger of continued conflict in the
post Assad phase with the democratic social movement facing challenges from
militias either Salafist, Ahwite and/or undemocratic or even criminal seeking to
impose their own political, religious or personal will upon others in a similar
manner to the ousted autocratic regime (InternatiGnais Group, 2012, p. 19).
Therefore althoughuprising was notinitially a Sunni mobilisationthere is
significant risk of the movement developing into Sunni sectarian ambition driven

by fear,insecurityand a desire for retribution

5.2 Sunni Communalism and Rising Sectarian Violence

The Sunnimajority is linked together through a variety of drge Sunni religious
networks howeverthere is no central religious authority and there are deep
divisions on issues such as figh (religious jurisprudence), what position to take in
relation to the regime anahat religious family one is frorfor instance(Donker

T. H., 2010, pp. 43439). Neverthelesghe strength othe Sunni collective
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identity has supported and driven tBgrian Arab Spring However ithasalso
enabled the development of sectamaratves often steeped in historyhich
encouragepolitical and social mobilisatioagainst ouggroups, consequently the
prevalence of Sunni in the opposition raisesritie that the social movement will

degenerate into sectarian warfare.

Kaufmandescribes ethnicity as based aommunalmyth symbol complexes and

outlines that when hostility towards otgroups is an important part of this

intergroup conflictis more likely (Wolff, 2009, p. 28). The Ar abMesayi ng
against my brother, me and my bret against my cousin; me, my brothemda

my cousi n ag alzazman 2008hustratesdow vithid Syria and the

Middle East as a whole, etmsoe ct ari an groupébés myth sym
based upon hostility and/avariness towards out groups. This increases the

likelihood that thecurrent Syrian civil war will degeneratdurther into ethne

sectarian conflict.

When threatened groups solidify in resge. The cohesiveness Sdinni for
example, strengthened in response to the Crusaders making inroads into the
Middle East in the 12th century. = The Sunni orthodoxy was suspicious of the
heterodox Shi dite s ecders @ssuch Suanilavoahedlai p wi
Jihad canpaign against the Crusaders which over&gppomewhat onto Shia sects
(Worren, 2007, pp. 580). Furthermore radern Western interference in the
Middle East has enabled radical groups to strengthen older narratige®yths
around resisting Crusaders attempts to expand the Christian faith into Muslim
territories. Radical groups have intertwined Crusader mythology with
colonialism, imperialism and the global spread of Western values and culture
contributing to a vible Islamic(Bar D. S., A Toolbox for Countering Extremist

Religious Doctrines, 2012, p..5)

By the 12th century a combination of Crusader and Mongol threats further
hardened Sunmrejudices against ogiroups Saladn emerged as thislamic
championwho reinvigoratedSunni Muslims and led a successive Jihad against
the Christian crusaders, recapturing JersusalenHowever in the Allawite

historical narratives Saladidaid the foundaon for a Sunni Muslim resurgee
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and the subsequent persecution of Allavdt@d/orren, 2007, p. 57 & 58)

Al l awites wer e buprooted and mar gi nal i s
massacred, for the next ame muchcwonse aftari e s 0 .
1305 when Sunni scholar Ibn Taymiyyathoserhetoric against other religious

groups is referred to by Salafist Islamists todsguedfatwas declaring that

Allawites were infidels. | n 1516, after the Ottspmanodos
Allawites clerics were massacred after being sumedoby Sunni Turkish

officials to Allepo where they were beheaded. Other massacres of Allawites were

carried out at the same time with some sources asserting that approximately
100,000 Alawis were killeé by Sunni. The Allawitesvere subsequentlgleared

from Allepo and other cities and found refuge in the Jabal Ansaiiyétne

Mountains of the Allawites. Until the Assads the followaspturies were a time

of Allawite isolation and backwardnessyith the Allawites becomingthe

indentured farmers and servants cast within the Sunni feudal sy&femen,

2007, p. 57 & 59  Hi st or i cal narratives and events
myth symbol complex and ¢huse of sectarianism i ncl udi ng | bn Tay
writings, to justify political aimsis being replicated within th€011 initiated

uprising throughradical clericsusing religion to legitimiseahe removal of the

6 h e r Adlawitecelite.

In 2005 an observation was made in the Syria Comment blog outlining concerns

with the go wt h o f | s | a mtherenis n® glear lme betveert beimgy 6
religious, extremist, ideologist or even terrorist: moving from one level to another

can be triggeretdy sectarian reasons, superpower threat reasons or other reasons
suchastheccak d o wn o f (ltafdes, Istamigm imSyréa, 2005). Asich

there are concerns that regime wrought massacresighdlosses sufferety

Sunni within thecivil war may increase the likelihood that extremist Salafi

rhetoric against Allawitessuchas radicalcleric Adnan Aroubs decthaar at i on
@y Allah we will chop theirf | esh and f eedinteferencetd o t he
Allawites involved in state actions against the uprisingill resonate with

growing anger and radicalise Sunni towards revérgeding-Smith, 2011).
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Accordingly this createsredibility issies and information breakdowns which

Lake and Rothschild describe &xilitatingmani pul ati ve el i tesbo
discouraging negotiation between groups (Wolff, 2009, p. 28). As such due to
radical Sunni sectarian propagk and the influx of Salafistee Sunni majority

is further alienated from the minorities acahnot crediblycommit to protect the
minoritiestherebycontributing to theAllawites and many Christiansontinuing to

back regime.

In 2012 he Associated Pressonducted a poll through interviewgith Syrian
protesters in Syria and Lebanon. The results illustridi@dSunni perceive Syria

as under Allawite domination. The regime was accused of religious
discrimination in favour of Allawites alongside corruption and nepotism.  Sunni
protesters claimed that the regime discriminated against devout Sunni, outlining
how many university educated Sunni cannot find jobs whereas university
educated Allawite youth readily found jobs within state institutions (Karan, 2012)
According toEthnic ConflictTheory when one group has dominated a state and
the power balance beginto shift, there is a high risk of identity conflict
(Kaufman, Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War, 2001, p. 32)
This dynamic is reflected within the Syrian civil war and is likely to come to the

fore asthe Allawite dominated regime weakens

It is evident that the protesters are predominantly Sunnitlatdin accordance
with Gu r rEthwic Communal Mobilizational Modelthe strength of this
communal bond has helped to shape and drive the protest movement.
Furthermore significant levels of grievance against the regimued regime
targeting of Sunni areds fuelling their feeling of shared suffering arnikereby
encouraging group mobilisation. Given Syrian communalism the
interconnectedness within sects generates the potential for politicas@ctiong

sectarian lines botWwithin the opposition and within the loyalist camp.

The dominance of Sunni within the uprising places it at great risk of degenerating
into outright sectarian conflict and sectarian ambition. This relates not just to
minority insecurityrelating to historical persecution by Surmit also to the
Sunni myth symbol complex. Kaufman identifies that a group that holds a belief

in their own entitlerant to power and privileges relative to -gubups finds it
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easier to justify ethnsectarian prejudices, increasing the likelihood of
involvement in ethngectarian conflict (Kaufman, 2001, p. 30).  Additionally
Kaufman points out that a myth symbol quex that heavily features an
admiration for warrior characteristi@so encourages viotg attitudes towards
out-groups (Kaufman, 2001, p. 30). The Sunni myth symbol complex,
particularly the Salafi strain, encompasses these two dynamics, and this has

influenced a new generation of Jihadis emerging within the Syrian civil war.

Additionally Posendescribes howethnic ties create an easily mobilised army
(Wolff, 2009, pp. 2627). With the Syrian uprising degenerating into the chaos of
civil war, the condions for ethnesectarian insecurity are high. TR&SA was
initially created to protect protesters under fire from the Syrian security forces
however given the prevalence of Sunni in the FSA and rising Sunni anger at the
OAIl | awi t ed r e grabheeisk ofiF8A uaitsurthermobdising alahg
sectarian lines against the Allawitegongside the risk of Allawitesontinuing to

join pro-regime militias for protection against the opposition

Posen identified another dynamic thatensifies ethnic conflict, this beiniipe
violent actions of extremists fromithin each group (Wolff, 2009, p. 27). Clearly
identifiable as extremists are the predominantly Allawite Shabbiha who have
openly boasted on social mediavidlenceand masacresagainstSunni. This is

an instance whereby social media is used as part of a terror campaign with violent
acts filmed and shared in order to embolden their own side and intimidate the
other. Equally on the Sunni side there have been increadimgfauiolence
occurring against Allawites in retaliation for state and Shabbiha terrorism of their
communities. As such extremists on both sidesgreatly intensifing ethne

sectarian fears.

FurthermoreSyrian sectarian groups are developing new sysnland myths
which reinforce their position within the Syrian uprising which according to
Kelmen, explains the escalatory and self perpetuating nature of ethnic conflict.
New traumas harden existing myths and intensify hostility and fear often
culminating in zero sum politics that cast compromise as sectarian betrayal
(Kaufman, Escaping the Symbolic Politics Trap: Reconciliation Initiatives and
Conflict Resolution in Ethnic War2006, p. 205 & 215). WitlAllawite elites
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perceived to be leading the viote against predominantly Sunni targdte

Omass hostility, chauvinist political 14
Kaufman identifies as increasing the likeldd of inter group violence msvident

in Syria (Wolff, 2009, p. 31).

Kaufman alsadentifies demographic concentrations of an ethnic group, political
freedoms, third party involvement, opposition to the regime weakening its power
and an opposition base in a neighbouring state as predisposing a state towards
ethnic conflict (Wolff, 2009p. 31). With extensive third party involvement
within the Syrian crisis given FSA bases in Turkey and Western states calling for
the regime to step down, which contrastkarply with Iran, Russia and
Hezbol |l ahds s up the Byrian eithtiont hasenany faaforstiree
potentially make ethneectariarconflict likely.  With Syriansconscious of Iran,
Hezboll ah and the Shia dominated ,Jragqi g
as well asSunni lead nations such as Saudi Arabia supportiaguprising it is

difficult for citizens to see the conflict outside of a sectarian prism (Ghadry,
2012).

According to Horowitzés description ethn
order of dominance (Horowitz, 1985, pp.-22). Whilst this is evilent within

Syria the hierarchical dominance of Allawites is not absolufehe regime
ultimatelybenefits thevealthyfamilies within its patronage systemespective of

sect and this includgsowerful Sunni familiegWorren, 2007, pp. 889). This
complicates defining the uprising as a revolution as described by Horowitz
whereby ethnic groups seek to change the edlaotarian hierarchy and the
distribution of power and resources (Horowitz, 1985, ppl3)0 Furthermore, it

is difficult to characterise the uprising as one of Sunni sectarian ambition due to
the diversity of positions taken by Sunni in response taighising, in particular

the urban middle classes remain concerned about retaining their emptaymade
affluence should the uprising succeed and a societal reshuffle take place as a
result. It is thus more accurate to define the uprising asidwar with arapidly
intensifying sectarian dynamicwhich was sparked off by a harsh armed

government rgponse to a popular protest movement
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Social Movement feory highlights the importance of an effective narrative for
protest movements (McAdams, 2001, p. 44). Sunni divisiveragBve to the
uprising is impacting on the protest movement which heariesponding lack of

unity and as a result lacks a consistent narrative (Sheppard, 2011). ashis h
obstructed its development intocoherent and unified social movement against
the regime and is increasisgctarian insecurity Although regimeriolence is
pushing the revolutionary cause in the minds of many citizens, the Syrian people
need the opposition to develop a unifying narrative that resonates with their own
needs as they lack confidence in emerging leaders to manage Syria in a post
Assad era (Sheppard, 2011).

The challenge for the Syrian social movement has been to overcome the inherent
social divisions within the population (Gamson, 20Rhd the myth symbol
complexes of the key participants, the Sunni and Allawites, which predispose both
groups towards either fears or hostility towards-gnatups  However uity

within Syria is significantly compromised givethat the struggle betweerhé

rebels and the government is not opgrceived as strugglebetweenSunniand

the Allawites but also it is increasingly appeariag a struggle over thdentity

and ideology of the state with alternative positions existing betweleand poor,

sealarism and Islammoderity and traditionabm (Khalaf, 2012).

5.3 TheShabbiha: Allawite Militia or Regimaligned Mafi&

The Shabbiha emerged in 1976 during the Lebanese civil war when the Syrian
army entered Lebanon. The Shabbiha, wisgfenerally take to mearphantom

like, consistedprimarily of young Allawite men fromthe coastal townsof
Latakia, Tartus and Bania®rior to the uprisinghe Shabbiha were involved in

the smuggling and sale of stolerogds and/or banned popular Westegoods

such as Coca Cola, Levis and Malboro cigaredt@sss the Lebanese borderd
carrying out raids on warehouses and civilian ho(&stfor Global Intelligence,
2012) As the first Allawites who felt safe to leave their villagkee tothe Assad
regime pushing underground outright Sunni animesityany poor uneducated
young Allawite men saw smuggling Westeimwogds across the Lebanese boaker

a financial opportunity(Mohammad, 2012)
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Smuggling was a lucrative business aawlarethat they were above the law,
member s of Haf ez al jokhedsha 8halsbihaeTket baakd e d
window of their Mercedes cars, known as al Shlttadn Ghost)\wasreserved for
picturesof 6 F a the @ammandé&, Haf e fFlamdnd, 208423 a d

f al

I n 1983, a failed coup by Hafez al Assad

the disbanding of hiDefence companiescontaining 53,000 Allawite elite

sol di er s. |t was Ri faatbds elite force

Muslim Brotherhood uprising in Hama. Many of the disbandzefene
companies and intelligence units loyal Rifaat eventuallyjoined theShabbiha
resulting in a considerable increase in their numf@iraitfor Global Intelligence,
2012)

The boundaries between the Syrian regime and the Shabbiha are unclear although

there are significant kinship links betweéhh abbi ha Obossesbd
family. The Assadregime and the Shabila share asimilar approach, the
exercise of power and control primariijmplemented througlviolence (Salih,
2012)

Due to its connections with thgoverning family the Shabbiha, alongside the
security apparatus, were part of rthe
and control over its citizenand were often hired by the regime to carry out
violence against opponentsThese links between ¢hal Assad family and the
Shabbiha have become increasingly releva(lohammad, 2012)with the
European Union i mposing sanctions in
first cousins, Fawwar and Maim, for their involvement indhe repression against

the civilian population as members of thkaBb i hHFRafhand, 2012)

There are four characteristics of the Shahbbthe first beingthat its members
primarily belong to theAllawite sect (Salih, 2012) To qualify this in areas
heavily populated wih Sunnithe Shabbiha includes Sunni in its numbass|ike

the regimeit is dominated bybut not exlusively Allawite (Sly, 2012) The
second is a hostility towards society making criminal acts towards civilians

acceptable and even justifiable according to this attitude. The thiglaky to

their leaders and lastly they are united by a motivation to achieve economic gains

throudh the Shabbiha networkSalih, 2012)
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Through interviews conducted by the Associated Press the view emerged that
with unemployment high amongst Syriads |
a means forpredominantly Allawite youth to gain employment and social

mobility. A Syrian refugee in Lebanon sta@h uneducated l&lbiha can get

whatever he wants, versus theo s t educated (Kaam, 20d2) i n Sy
Due to the uprisinghe Shabbiha are now paid much more than the average Syrian

salary and are able to loot and steal in otdencrease their earningsThey are

often involved inrepression campaigns which involkerrific levels of violence

(Flamand, 2012)

In the context of the uprising treep p o s i t of the wasd Shableha extends

from the criminal gangs to the pregime militias thatare thePeopl eds Ar my
sections of the Popular Committees formed to protect loyalists against opposition
forces. These paramilitary groups have
paty has used paramilitary forces to defend their interests since 1968y |aailyi

against the Muslim Brotherhood in the early 1980s. Loyalist armed groups were

called the Jaysh al Shabi by tmed-1980sand were stimated to number 100,000

as at2011. Within the civil war oth the Jaysh al Shabi and the criminal

Shabbiha hee received training and support from the Iranian government as the
Iranians try to establish links to proxy groups within Syria that could survive the

fall of the Assads and thereby enable Iran to continue to project power in the
Levant(Will Fulton, 2013, pp. 120).

In order to heighten perceptions amongst minorities that the regime is necessary

for their protectionthe regime has employdtie Shabbiha, along with security

detail, to disseminate informatidhat actvely portraysthe currentunrest as the

work of militant klamists and terroristsAndrew J Tablerreported further

sectarian tactics when lter avel | ed to Lebanonés Wadi K
Sunni refugees from the Syrian town of Tal Kalakh whichsusrounded by

Allawite villages. The rieigees described the Shabbitasacking homeand

threateningo Kkill or assault protesters in the coastal assacountrysidein co-

ordinationwith cannon fire from the Syrian armffabler A. , 2011, pp. -3).

This points to the regimapproaching the conflict as a Sunni challenge to its

authority.
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There is a belief that the patrage system of the al Assads gaswn to resemble

a mafia extortion network and increasinghout si de of the regi mebod

Shabbiha militias arsimilarly a law unto their own and whilst supporting the
President are unlikely to be under his direct authorijoweverdespite thist is

generally understood th&habbiha militia report ta security officer who in turn

reportstothes i dent 6 s br ot {Ramantyadizdr al Assad

The r egi me btee sextpramandicen@nal @itaha intensifies the view
that the regime is corrupt amdsembles a nfia state The regime habadno
qualms either before or during the uprising to use criminal tactics to ensure its
power and privilege is maintaindthternational Crisis Group, 2011, p..6As
suchthe Shabbihassentially mirors the dark side of the regime displaysgjf
interest, violence, sectarianism and a willingness to resort to criminal violence in
order to achieve power, control and privile@®alih, 2012) The Shablha
alongside the security apparatus are

power and control structure.

Kaufman identifies that when a group feels that it is faces an existential threat to
its survival,and hasthe opportunity to mobilis¢he prospecbf ethnasectarian
conflict rises (Wolff, 2009, pp. 3681). These preconditions are clearly evident
within the Syrian situation. Many Alawites see the uprising as axistential
threatwith an interviewedShabbila membestatingd know the Sunnis will take
revenge for what we have done. | am fighting to guarantee a good future for my
sons and grandsons. So this is the final battle: Win, ¢{Flamaihd, 2012)
Through theShabiha ad themilitary Allawites are able tonobilise as a armed
sectarian group tprotect their interests and the regime

Rhetoric from the Shabbihaccessedia the internet is very loyal tBashar al
Assad withmottos! i IBashag do not be dayouhave men who drink blo@d
(Sherlock, 2012) The violence ofShabbihaslogansand online videosncreases

the insecurity of other sectarian groups, particularly SuAsi.such he regimés
reliance on sectarian militias to support the security fasest only responding

to sectarian tension within the unrest but it is also heighteningnfortunately
thekillings and violencecarried out by the Shabbiha and the regime is increasing
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the number of individuals with scores to setplarticularlyfrom within the Sunni
community(Abdulhamid, The Shredded Tapestry, 2012)

However whilst the existence of the Shabbiha increases the oddsitafht
communalconflict due to itgdentification as an Allawi militiathe Shabbihare

not popular withall Allawites andthis is causingtensions withinAllawite

support In October 2012 a gunfight which resulted one dead and another
wounded wa reported it he Assad f ana Qayaha The dghnte t o wn
involvedMo ha mme d al Assad, k n o wor hisasppwetfuh e 6 Mo u
family connections and his involvement in smuggling dhe other criminal

activities thatunderlie the local economy of the Allae hills. Although accounts

vary it has been reported thislohammed al Assad took offence ¢apressed
opinions that Bashar al Assad should step down face of high Allawite
casualties Futhermore he regime largely ignores Shabbiha criminality,
particdarly those with familial ties to the PresideniThe effect of this orthe
economyand peopleof the Allawite hills is a additionalsource ofAllawite
resentmentOweis, 2012)

Neverthelesss the loyalty of military unitsvith high numbers of Sunitiecomes

i ncreasingly questi on adslamyalisttriiliga isSisingb bi hao
(Oweis, 2012)particularly as Shabbiha numbers may have grown to as many as
100,000 membergPollack K. M., 2013, p. 7) Moreover as e Sabbihaare

likely to be amongthe first to face retribution should the regime ftikeir

commitment tathe regimés survivalis very high (Flamand, 2012) Dr Azzawi

from the Syrian Network for Human Rights in Londsumpports this through his

claims that the Shubiha have been manipulated by the reginé&hey are fuelled

by this belief thattheyrae f i ght i ng f or t heiAssadsellsr vi val ,
them that they must defend thevernmenbr else they will be desiyed; it's Kill,

or b e (Skarlock, 20d2)

Fear and sectarianism are an effective way for elites to mobilise the disadvantaged
to defend elitgorivilege and powe(Salih, 2012) Ultimately however the Assad
family are loyal to themselves and it is likehat if they ardoppled ther e gi me 6 s
inner circlewill attempt to escape the country and leave the ShabbépaylfRcan
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Guard and other visible Allawitarmed factiongo faceretribution from within

the revolution

In conclusionthe regimés use of the Assad linked Shabbiha criminal networks
and Allawite militias to repressthe uprising has transformed the general
understanding of the Shabbiha to include a sectarian militia. Effectively the
Shabbiha are a criminal organisation that has been mobilised and its ranks
expanded in order to protect the regim&h e r e g i ohé&éhéShabhihsie
reinforcing perceptions that the regimsesignificantlyresorting to sectarianisto
oppose the uprising. The Shabl@hgiolent and extremist culture combined with

its origins as an Allawiteriminal networkhassignificantly exacerbted sectarian

animosity andears.

5.4 Sectarianisnand the Syrian Security Apparatus

The Syrian military and security apparatus is a highly sectarian institutiotheith
roots to this characteristic emerging from the French mandate of Sytieng

their administration the French employed the tacticeftariano di vi de and r u
in order to control the popation. As part of this strategy theyew recruitsfor

t he 6 Speci adnethnosectavian pnanarifies such as the Armenians,
Kurds, Allawites and Circassians as opposed to the Sunni majority. Giveat that
the end of the French manddtee Speciales Troupdermedthe Lebanese and
Syrian armies, this concentration of minorities became a defining factor in the
relationship between thmilitary and the civilian politicians. Politicians during
this period largely still representedvealthy, nationalistanti-Frenchand mostly
Sunnielite (Whitman, 2011, pp. :15).

Syriabs firstlednii nt a8y 9cbuypréand thisditl Mu s ni
an enduring legacy on the Syrian political environment with subsequenwer
transferstypically achieved throughmilitary coups (Whitman, 2011, p. 28)

Additionally by making himself both Head of State and Head of NatiDedénce
GeneraZadim | i nked t oget heWhithame0limpd. 33t ary ar
48). As such fom 1949 the military played an influential role with8yrian

politics (Whitman, 2011, p. 28)
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From 1949 to 1970 the military had the opportunity to develop the art of
influencing Syrian politics. From the late 1950s the military began to combine
itself with the Babdath party and since
links within the militay and security apparatus to retain its rule. Hafez al

As s ad 0 s intl¥kresaltedanrthe army becoming firmly entrenched within

the Syrian regime. By this stage many army offiedseb el onged t o t he |
party and the two institutions wesggnificantly intertwined. This situation has
continued into Bashar al Assadds rul e, t
apparatus are part of the regime and ultimately for the army to turn on the regime

would be tantamount to turning on itséWhitman, 2011, pp. 482). This is

particularly true of the military and security forces leadership which is
significantly based on extensive patronage systems commonly arranged through

familial networks linking backa the Assad¢Holliday, The Assad Regime: From
Counterinsurgency to Civil War, 2013, p. 31)

Horowitz identifies the military as a 0
when the composition of the militaheavily favours onethnasectariargroupas

this groupis then ablgo usethe security apparatus as a ttmlrepress internal
challengegHorowitz, 1985, pp. 142 & 443) As such thgrimarily Allawite

regimee | i ¢omtrol sver the security apparatesnabled them talominant the

citizenry. Prior to the uprisinghte security forces werembedded in the civilian

structure andyiven intelligence officerswere presentn most townsthey were

ableto controlcivilian life (Bar S. , 2006, p. 390)

The al Assad familyds hol d osectatamisen Syr i ar
and patronagewith the internalloyalties based around corruption and leadership
reminiscent of mafia networksAlthought h e mi 300,00 consdigtaere

predominantly Sunniof the 200,000 career glérs in he Syrian army 70% are

Allawite. 80% ofthe officers areestimated to béllawite effectively giving the

sectcommand of the military. FurthermoreAllawite elite divisions such as the

Air Force Intelligence Service and the Republican Guackive the best training

and equipmenBhalla, 2011)and remain committed to the regime
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The highernumber of Allawites in thefficer classgreatly reduces the influence
of Sunniofficers Upward mobility in the army is harder for Sunni than Allawites
and Sunni officersare more likely tacome under investigatiorfZenobie, 2011)
HoweverSunni repreening the greatest proportion ttie rank and filsomewhat
complicates defining the military as an Allawite institution. Then again
effectively Syria is ruled by amner circle of security chiefs After the blast in
July 2012 killed four of these men the inner circle became exclusively Allawite
given the casualtiegncluded Christian DefenceMinister General Daoud Rajha
Sunni Assistant Vice Presidentlassan Turkmanand Sunni Major General
Hisham Ikhtiar (Tabler A. , President Bashar al Assad: His Inner Circle and
Options, 2013)

The predominance of Sunni within theorising has contributed t8unnisoldiers
defecting from the army as they discover the discrepancy betweeadiness

claims that that they are defending the state against terrorists and the discovery
that they are in reality expected to fire on Sunni protesters, FSA fighters and/or
civiians. However efections have not been in high enoughmmbersto
decisively wealen the state security forcesnd soldiers are tending to defect
individually (International Crisis Group, 2011, p. 3the sectarian structure of

the military makes it difficult for Sunrsoldiers toact in unity

However aformer Syrian army officerhas claimed that approximately,@0
soldiers recorded as Syrian armgsualtieswithin the civil war as at May 2012
were shot by regime loyalist@Pfeffer, 2012) This is difficult to verify, however

it is evident that Bashar al Asshds tasked the security apparatus to identify and
remove possible dectors and to enforce compliance with orders to fire on
protesters by detaining, torturing and/or shoosgderswho refuse(Holliday,
The Assad Regime: From Counterinsurgency to Civil War, 2013, p. I8ere

are also reports of Allawite units accompanying mixed sectarian uaitsl

shooting soldiers who refuse to fire (Zenobie, 2011).

In order to discourage the defection of entire units Assad has deployed politically
reliable units with high numbers of minoei$ whilst keeping Sunrsioldiersaway

from active combatHolliday, The Assad Regime: From Counterinsurgency to
Civil War, 2013, pp. 2&28). The regime has also cynically used Druze and
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Christian troops, as well as Allawites, against Sunni protesteas attempt to

reinforce thewedge between minority sectarian groups and Sunni (Bhalla, 2011).
However this selective deployment has ha
military strategy ashe has subsequently been unable to generate enough reliable

troops to secure the whole count(idolliday, The Assad Regime: From
Counterinsurgency to Civil War, 2013, p. 26)

Questionable loyalties, defectionsdaattrition are causing an over reliance on

trusted units, withAllawites increasingly being calledn tofill the gaps in the

armed forces. As such nany Allawites believe that the Assad regime is
implicating their sect in criminal violence against thst ref thepopulation and

that this isstirring opposition forcetowards sectarian retribution. An Allawite

doctor interviewed in Lebanoet at ed how manAssadib hca wi t es
representing the Alawites; he is using thdmAlawites are preparedtdie for

Assad, it is because they fear for themselves, not because they lavEShim

2012)

There is also growing resentment that whisainy Allawite families have
sufferedcasualtiesupportingthe Assadsnone of thegrieving familiesare called
Assad, Makhlouf or Shalish. There are reports that the regime is beginning to
suffer recruitment problems, primarily among Sunni conscripts, bunaisders
of young Allawitesare evading conscriptiomiven the oppositionsi holding up

against the regimand casualties are risiif@weis, 2012) .

Consideringthe high numberof Allawites employedwithin the Syrian security

and militaryapparatusnanyAllawites face losing their incomes should the Assad

regime fall. Prior to the uprising@ growing number oAllawites were cynical

about the regime as modtd not directly benefit from the regime patronage

system. Howeverwith high youth unemploymerllawites took up opportunities

to become state employees despite the low pargiculaty in the security forces
andthearmy. The prevalence of Allawites in elite security units and within the
officer class has further disconnected both the security apparatixy @&xtension

the Allawites from mainstream Syria. This has significantly played into

Al l awiteods hi storically based fears of

majority ( International Crisis Group, 2012, p&521).  Moreoverthe security
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forces are increasingly seen as the face of the regime. The securit§s force
association with escalating levels of brutality, Allawite political dominance and
the Shabbiha, has strengthened the most extereotypes surrounding the
regime and the Allawites ( International €isi Group, 2012, p. 4greating a
situation wherebyAllawite existential fears are valigHolliday, The Assad
Regime: From Counterinsurgency to Civil W2013, p. 41)

Reports emerging that pregime fighters have been supplenegtheir incomes

and gatheringresources through corruption and criminal practisas further
damagedhe reputation of the security forces and militagain reflecting orthe
Allawites. A businessian in Homs who dealt with both pregime fighters and

the opposition described a situation where the regime fovees profiting from

t h e uCGomuet®rt hasdgrown to unprecedented levels. In Homs, troops were
encourageda pillage. Money is made by stealing, selling war booty or even
weapons. People pay to be released from prison or to be able to escape an area
under attac& As a result, many of these people involved in repression now have
a vested interest in ensurichac lasts as long as possib(einternational Crisis
Group, 2012, p. 32)

As the civil war progressedesertions, both political and military, are ensuring

that the regime is being stripped back to its backbaéch is essentiallyhe

military and security apparatus.Since the 201Zummey command of military

has decentralised with important implications for units post Assad. Furthermore

the distinction betwen Syrian army officers and pregime militias isbecoming

increasingly blurredHolliday, The Assad Regime: From Counterinsurgency to

Civil War, 2013, p. 29jPollack K. M., 2013, p. 6&7) If the regime deteriorates

further the statearmy will begin to represent another militia within thevil war.

Whil st this would represent a considerahb
this development would alsbe problematic as it is easier to topple a government

then remove a larg and well equipped militiaInternational Crisis Group, 2012,
p. ii).
The regime has lockeitself into asectarian armed conflieind ensured that the

security apparatusos fsectrigg its leyalty (Haddad,d t o i
The Syrian Revolution's Business Backbone, 2012piven the extent of the
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regimeGs brutality the regiméasno credibility to negotiate and no legitimacy to
re-engage with Syrian citizena condition outlined by Ethnic Cdict Theory as

predisposing a situation towards etksextarian conflic

The US experienceine movi ng t he Ba o0 haghaslegtovher n me nt
understanding that retaining thexisting security institutions to transfer to an
emerging democraticgovernment is important to ensuruture stability.

However the Assad elite has precluded this outcome as the stripping back of the
regimeés forces to a brutal cohesive faction that is fighting for its survival has

made it more likely that the remnamtsthe regime will join and morph into pro

Assad militias post the Assad regiméHolliday, The Assad Regime: From

Counterinsurgency to Civil War, 2013, pp-40).

To concludeBashar al Assad and his generals are increasingly awatbédlyadire
unlikely to regain powemland will consequentlyvork to retain sectarian control of
the armed forces In order to survive thewre likely to fracture Syriauntil it
resembles Lebanon thereby ensuring they remaiarmedpolitical player and
that the Allawite sectremains loyal ands able to avoid outright retribution
(Holliday, The Assad Regime: From Counterinsurgency to Civil War, 2013, p.
41).

5.5 From Praist Movement to Armed RebellierEthnoSectarian

Dynamics within the Uprising: Conclusion

The Syrian civil warbegan as a social movement for democracy, freedom and
human rightsevidence of the contagion effect as a result of the rapid success of
the Egyptian and Tunisian uprisingdowever many factors poitd the civil war

continuingto develop a sectarian dynamic that threatens both the ability of the
uprising to overthrow the Assads but also its ability to achieve any real benefits

and stability for Syrians should it succeed.

Traditional Sunni religious culture with itprejudice against otgroupsand a
history of dominance within Syria prior to the Assads intensiiaani dislike of
t he Oher et i cHoweres Suani animesityitomads the Allawite elite

93



is also a raction to modern issues such as corruption, harsh repression and
perceived favouritism of Allawites over Sunni with regards to state employment,
advancement within the military and security servipks other opportunities
Given the absence of alterivat meetings places much of the protests have been
organised through mosques and after Friday pragensributing to significant
Sunni mobilisation within the oppositionAlthough a proportion of Sunni remain
wary of developments, this has created peroep of the uprising as a Sunni lead
movement intensifying the likelihood it is seen through a sectarian prigms is
intensified by both sects having differing armed bodies within which they are
highly representedor instance the Allawites ithe amed forces and Shabbiha
and the Sunni within thESA and extremist Islamist brigadegiving both sides

the ability tomobilise armed sectarian unit¥herefore egardless othe uprisings
origins as a social movement trevolution has disintegratedto a sectarian civil

war with the intensitylikely to escalatehe longer the conflict continu€Rollack

K. M., 2013, p. 1&2)
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Chaptor Six

Syriabds Fractious Opposition

6.1 TheGrass Root&evolution

Despite the rapid devolution frooemonstration$o a civil war with a sectarian
dynamig the initial uprsing was a social movement timaecipitatelygrew from a
surge of optimism following quick removal of the Tunisian, Egyptian and Libyan
regimes. Th Syrian people saw a historapportunity to rid themselves of
authoritarianism through a grass roots protest moveiwetiin opportunity to
introduce democracy, freedoamd human rights. This was a popular movement
which initially resistel the historical and cultural instinct to resort to

communalism.

The arrest of teenagers for spray paint
wall on the 25 March 2011 in Deraa quickly grew into nearly national wide
protests against the regin{®'Bagy, 2012, p. 20) The uprising waded by

citizens, with a significant number of youth participarasting within a local
capacityagainstthe regime. From the outset the revoluti@ontained divisions

primarily along sectarian and rwatban lines,due to the soci@conomic,

sectarian and political divisions within Syria and the re@gamealanced use of

these to secure acquiesce.

The grass roots revolution has not stemmed from the establishddtapoli
opposition nor is it lead by them. There is a fundamental disconnect between the
two (O'Bagy, 2012, p. 20) The political opposition appear urban and are
predominantly educated, often in thee®¥, and have prawusly fled or been
exiled from Syria(O'Bagy E. , Syria's Political Opposition, 2012, p. .10)
Participants in the uprising are predominamlyal, 1535 years old, poor or
middle clas§O'Bagy, 2012, p. 21lthesebeing groupssignificantly marginalised

by the regimewith 56% of youth unemployed in SyritMomani, 2012) The

traditional political opposition has had years of articulating their political a
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ideological vision for Syriawhilst the protestetsgoals for Syria appeatittle
developed beyond broad ideals and the fall of the re(@igagy, 2012, p. 20)

It has been difficult for the grass roagposition to connect with the international
community and within Syria due toolitical inexperience, regime pressuand
sectarian divisiveness  However there are developing organisational streams
within the grass roots movement capable ofoadinging on a local level and
adapting strategies in pursuit of their aims. Despite many lgfatkers havingo

led double lives or live in hiding with their identities only known to their
immediate associates, formal structures have formed within thesprobvement.
However the organisational ability of the grass roots activists is limited by the
intelligence capabilities of the regime. Larger more unified councils require
communications and assembly as such they are more vukaéoahterception by

the regimé intelligence. These structures, predominaritig revolutionary
committees,work to co-ordinate protestsmedia releaseshumanitarian and
medical aid, security and armed operati@@®8agy, 2012, p21 & 25)

Small local groups have formed intmcal Coordination Committees of Syria
(LCC) who primarily consist of youth activists who suppoeonviolentpolitical

action (Abdulhamid, Syria 2013: Rise of the warlords, 2013he LCCs, along

with armed opposition groups, are able to coordinate their activities through the
next organisational tiethe Revolutionary Councils and Revolutionary Command
Councils that operate at city or district level. The activitieshef regional
councils are in turn promoted by the main national body, the Syrian Revolution
General Commissio(SERGC)which manage diplomatic advocacy, organisation,
mobilisation and astas the main media outlein example of a SRGC inative

isthe dcument OPoi nt er swhithevas pddtedoo itssvebsiet i ons 6
with its advice followed on the same day in placesaaaway from each other as
Deraa and Idlib pointing to its influence and ability to reach protestétewever
although the SRG@epresents 70% of the Revolutionary Councils, the SRGC is
essentially a body that connects rather than leads as it has a limited ability to
control local groupgO'Bagy, 2012, pp. 21 & 287). Thecommand structure is

bottom up, so to speak, rather than top down.
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The LCC are the backbone of the revolution and by early 2012 most Syrian
vilages and neighbourhoods had formed their own LCC. There are
approximately 200 LCCwith volunteers comingrom diverse backgundsand
including women, differingectarian groups andryingages. These committees
operate within their own commures organising, filming and pubising their

own demonstration€'Bagy, 2012, p. 22)

The Revolutionary Councildhave primarily formed in urban areas to oversee
developments and are the point of conffactthe oppositiord sctivities within
districts. They help coordinate the activities of LCCs including demonstrations
and armed ups. Activists claim there are approximately 50 Revolutionary
Councils in Syria. Of particular note is the Council in Homs which has a high
level of organisation featuring an elected leadership and separate divisions
responsible forpublicity, demonsttions, medical and humanitarian aid and
armed operations. Security detail is also attached to protests and checkpoints are
manned daily to alert activists of approaching regime forces. As at January 22
2012 the Homs Rewationary Council wasfeeding 5,000 families(O'Bagy,

2012, pp. 223). It is important to note that although the uprising is
increasingly organised many of t he prot e
(O'Bagy, 2012, p. 24yeflecting a strong motivation within the protesting
proportion of the Syria population that precludes the need for leadership from

above to maintain its momentum.

The largest national coalition is tERGC Again due to secatty concerns many

of its leaders have chosen to remain anonymous. An emerging problem is that

many protesters resent g®that claim to represent them and this resentment is

not just reserved fordissidents organising from outside the country also

includes the SRGCwith one Syriarcomplainingthabt her e ar e t oo man
trying to take whoowlaimt it ey G&reevprl aud éllmetn 6t he p
grass roots social movement started the revolution amtently remairs the

dominant force thaattempts to keejit moving forward. Thisg increasingly

recognised byolitical opposition groups with many moving to connect with the

social movement. However potesters recognise that in the contest for influence
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and powergroups may seek to impedeadership from without rather than from
within the revolutionO'Bagy, 2012, p. 27)

Activists are aware that among the groypstling for position to take the
revolution from its grass roots origirese localand foreign thadis and other
Islamic groups. This threat is weakening grasssrefibrts tobroaden support
through unitingsectarian groupbehindthe uprising. However as the movement
matures, its leadership and organisation abilities amaproving and any
subsequent leadership or political agenda will have the strongest legitimacy if it
emerges from within the grassroots opposition rather than imposed from without.

Whilst thereare disagreementsithin the opposition as a whotever what form

of governance should replace tAssad regimehe social movement is primarily
united arounda desire for changeparticularly relating to the introduction of
democracy, freedom and improved human rightsn example ofthe common
purpose within the uprising ithe unanimously naming of the Friday protests
nationwide. In the beginning of the week the Syrian Revolution 2011, who are
aligned with the SRGC, holds a palh its Facebook page offering a variety of
choicesregarding protests themesné2 votes ar@, the Friday protestthemeis
postedonto both its Facebook pge and the &cebook pages of the committees,
councils and organisations that form its enti@iBagy, 2012, pp. 228).

Social media is a valuable tool for activists and protesters within the social
movement as it is an important means of forming a largely anonymousfepace
connecting activists across the couni@®Bagy E. , Syria's Paical Opposition,
2012, pp. 289). Social media circumvents networks based on sect and unites
activists from differat ethnesectarian, socieconomic and regioal
backgrounds However the regingesensorship andonitoring ofsocial media
hindes the opposition. Additionally the infiltration of regime agents into
opposition organisations significantly disrupts the uprising. In response the
opposition often falls back to relying on tradition meeting places su¢heas
teahouse and Sunni mosques (O'Bagy, 2012, pp. 289) which weakens
opportunities for cross sectarian unity astdengthensSunni leadership of the

social movement
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Some opposition groups are aware of the importan@gosksectarianunity for

the success of the social moveméat examplethe Nabd Gathering for Syrian
Civil Youth works to counter sectarianism linkingoung Syrian civilians
concernedvith d&he fragmentationdf he s oci al . f Bhbecrosssectof Syr i
organisatio seeks to promote unity amongst all Syrians in face ofrtbeeasing
numbers of ihadis and the reginde sectarian characterisation of the uprising.
The group claims to haveells in every city and igrateful to its minority sect
membersincluding Allawites, who are freethan Sunni activistto movesupplies
through government checkpoints to the FSA. In order to stress minority
participation in the uprising thgroup revealsninority activistswho have been
arrested andletained by e regime on its &ebook page. Founding member
Nabeel, 24 year old Dr from Homslaimsthat it isa mistake to assume that
minority citizens whodo not openly protesare preregime. He points out that
many minority sect membeiae unable to protest penly within their loyalist

neighbourhoods but are supportive of the uprigBramley, 2012.)

In conclusion the uprising began as a social moverti&itwas not organised
along communal lines in contrast to the political culture of the regibeontains

grass roots organisations that seek to promote unity within Syria and have an
understanding that cross sectarian mobilisation is the surest Wwegpdadown the
regime. Furthermore iincludesactivists that are working to ensure it continues

as a movement for change and resists deterioratioga sectarian contest for
political power and influence as the regime weakertowever with the ongeof

civil war this is a real challenge.

6.2 The Arming of the Oppositn and Rising Sectarianism

Acutely aware of the Egyptian and Tunisian regiggesck demise to nowiolent
protestthe Assad regime from the get sought to push the social movement from
peaceful toan armed confrontation high on sectarian sentiméAtsdulhamid,

Syria 2013: Rise of the warlords, 201#rmed resistance in Syria began as early

as April 2011 with indriduals inthe Homs districts of Bab Amr and Bab Sbaa
taking up arms to defend protesters and their districts alongside corresponding
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reports within the same time frame of outbreaks of armed resistanttee
provinces of Idlib, DexaplusDamascus and isuburbs(Rosen, 2012)

The armed groups are predominantly from ran@asor the urban working class
as these men typically hawces to armsand have beermarginalised by the
regime thus they have less to lose through engaging in armed struggle than
educatedactivistsfrom the upper and middle classe3hese pckets of armed
resistance devel@al into a configuration of uratloosely unitedinderthe banner

of the Free Syria Army (FSAXRosen, Q & A: Nir Rosen on Syria's Armed
Opposition, 2012) Alongside the FSA are locally based companies mostly lead
by traditional tribal elits (Pollack K. M., 2013, p. 4)

The FSA was publicly announced n S Y011sandnger The majority of the
fighters are civilians although defected soldiers continue to join their ranks.
Despite t he,thedightensaré ot aonecagamgspart of a foreign
conspracy orchestrated by Israel and the US against the regime. The FSA
members aretypically fighting for self protection,family, friends, village,
province revenge dignity, anddemocracy (Rosen, Q & A: Nir Rosen on Syria's
Armed Oppodion, 2012)

The FSA is not @ organised disciplined fighting force, rather it is an umbrella
term to describe the opposition fighteverking at a grass roots leviel remove

the regime from powerWhilst there § some leadership and structtine armed
opposition is primarily a grass roots armed uprising with limited central
leadershigMcNaught, 2012)

Attempts by FSA heads such as Riad al Asaad to centralise leadership of the FSA
havebeen largely unsuccessfal controllingor evenmaintaining regulacontact

with armed groups. He real ladership is loc@ed this is accentuatedy the
necessity ormed group$o fund and arm themselves separately feonycentral
leadershigRosen2012)

With fighting intensifying from March 2012 cooperation has increased between
the FSA and the grass roots protest moveni@Bagy, 2012, p. 30) It is
evident that t predonfin8nflybagiedauat in response t@events
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on the ground as opposed to a coordinated strategy. The LCC actions are
indirectly creating FSA operatiorggven their protestgypically lead to @ armed

response from the reginwghich provokesa FSArejoinder(Kyrou, 2011) Armed

opposition groups oftemeceive guidance from local Revolutionary ddncils

giving the grass rootieadershipthe potential tacontribute politicallyshouldthe

Assads fall (O'Bagy, 2012, p. 30) Significantly he FSA and the grass roots
opposition are seen as the Opopul ar resi
greaterlegitimacy as the revolutions leaddhan theSyrian National Coalition

(NC) and other poligal groupgO'Bagy, 2012, pp. 331).

The growing consensus thettrce is the onlymeans of coercing the regime to

relinquish control has legitimised the armed opposition and incretdsed

popularity of the FSA with qotesters. Many protest hant sl ogans such
Syria Armyd and 6t he peo(Rdsen 2012)n fThea dec | a
FSA has a considerable amount of legitimacy with the populatioh least

because they arepigally made up ofocal communitymembers. Despite this

citizens are wary of FSA entering their neighbourhodds tother e gi me 0 s
indiscriminatebombing ofcivilian areas to removan FSA presencéMcNaught,

2012)

Given that thé=SAis made up of predominant§unnilower ranking soldiers and
rural poor therds concern about the possibiligf ultra conservative @afists
gaining traction withirthe FSA. DespitdC and FSA assertions that this is not
the case waness is relevant considerirtgansnational Salafist interest in the
conflict. For instance protests have been staged in support of the Syrian
revolution inthe Lebanese city of Tripolvhich is atraditional stronghold for
Sumi Salafists.These protestshave featuredalafist clerics such as Datlslam
al-Shahhal calling for Lebanese Sunni to actively support the Syrian opposition
movement (Zambelis, 2011) The entrance of ihadisinto the conflictand calls

for Sunni region wideto mobilise in support of Syrian Sunni supports the
regi meds claims that the wuprising is the
regime maintain the necessary divisions betwegtansectarian groupshereby

keeping the uprising confingd a largely Sunni mobilisation
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FSA heads such as General Ahmad Réizale soughto reassure the civilian
population assertinghat once the regime falfgghters will be urged tosurrender
their weapons and return to their previous jddsNaught, 2012) Whether they
do so remains to be seen, and given the Libyan example wheegautionary
Islamic militia have not disbanded it is likely to be difficult to get rebelsuoit
disperseespecially in the vulnerabecurity situation following the ousting o a

autocratic regime.

Assessing the extent of Sunni sectarianism in the uprising is complex. When
journalist Nir Rosen travelled extensively throughout Syria in 2011 he observed
that the FSA fighters he mat Homs, Idlib, Hama, Deraa and Dasmascus were
typically pious Sunni Muslims. This helps explain thby units are often

named after Islamic martyrs orterns with 6 her oi c 6 religious
additionallythis further cementsSunniunity within the wprising (Rosen, Q & A:

Nir Rosen on Syria's Armed Opposition, 20D¥en it reflectsthe Sunni myth

symbol complex.

The strong religious identification within the battalions casts daubthe ability
of the FSA leadrship to controlsectariarsm within the armed opposition.
Howeverin termsof communalism contributing to mobilisatioNjr Rosen found
that members of the armagbrising were divided with someidentifying their
Sunni roots as a significant reason jmining the uprisingwhereasfor others it

was not part of their calculation at éRosen, 2012)

The religiousfocus of the armed groups is not typicallyafist or radical but a
reflection of the conservative religisiculture of Syrian SunniAs such many
fighters pray FurthermoreNir Rosen metighterswho were not religious before
the uprisingbut had turned to prayer asreaction to the extreme uncertgirof

civil war. However despite this increasedigiosity if a group member did not
pray Rosen observed that there was no predsugeght to bear on them to do so
(Rosen, 2012)The majority of the armed rebels are traditional rather than
Islamist and whilst not purely selar they are pursuing a conservative civil future

for Syria and are wary of the Islamist agei@dbdulhamid, 2013) However he
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prevalence of Sunni religiosity within the armed opposition contributes to
minority exclusion fom the conflict andncreases minorityear of how armed
Sunni groups will behave once the regime falls given the increasing amount of

arms passing into Sunni hands.

This fear is intensified throug¥iouTubewhich featurediundreds to thousands of
videos inciting sectariasm in Syria Many videos starextremistopposition
fighters in some instancesforcing captured Allawites to confess to acts of
violence against Sunni such as the rape thedilling of Sunni women ashe
video authorsseek taintensify sectarian hatrad ordermobilise fellow Sunni to
seek retribution through opposittie regimgThe Arab Digest, 2012)

However within towns that the FSA hagecured locals have stated that they
would rather have anyone then the regime proving the desire to be free of the
Assad regime is well rooted. However as freed towns resort to self rule they face
issues such as rising sectarianism, lack of resouratsadack of leadership
which is leading to factionalism and infightindg=or examplethe Binnish Youth
Organisation sought to strengthunity between local sectarian groups including
local Allawites, however their inclusive positiomaschallenged by a safl group

of well armed and organised Salafi§fanir, 2012)

In conclusion thearmedgrassroots opposition to the regime has a decentralised
leadership by necessity due to regime repression preventing greatelirgation.

As such the grassroots opposition has forrttedugh local agenciesand not
behind visible leadersr one organideon thus making it hard for the regime to
destroy, as Elisabeth O6Bagy states,
The localised activities of the armed opposition and the protest movement also
means that they are part of and able to closelytiyethe needs of their
constituencies potentially creating the grounds for a pluralistic political future
(O'Bagy E. , 2012) However this is complicated by the high number of Sunni
within the opposition, and the religiousaracter of Syrian Sunni. Minorities fear
that the opposition movement is, or will become due to regime violence, a

sectarian uprising intent on imposing Sunni power. This works in the favour of
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the Assad regime who understand that should the uprisgig tleemobilise more

extensively across sectarian lines they will be unable to hold onto power.

The grass roots movement is unified in its focus on ousting Assad and currently
this overrides agendas of imposing sectarian dominance, however a contest for
influence between the conservative religious Sunni and groups seeking a secular
democratic government is emergirgimilar to the Egyptian situationwith the
standoff betweerex-PresidentMorsi and his Islamic supporters aiithyptiars
seeking seculagovernance In contrast to Egypthe contesin Syrianis taking

place in a state with a mosaic of sectarian groups which will either assin in
establishment alemocratic rule or it wilhasten desceirito communalism in the
manner of Lebanon. It is evident thaarmed struggle isecessary to ovemrow

the regime however the conflictriadicalising the populatiorausing civilians to

seek the security of ethrsectarian ties and ingasing the likelihood of ethno

sectariarconflict.

6.3 Radichlslam and its Impact on Communalism within the

Uprising

Most opposition fightergoined the uprising as revolutionaries within a popular
revolt, howeverthe prevalence of Sunni within the uprising has meantntizaty

relate their struggle to Islamic cultural constructs such as JiGawherally heir

use of Islamic symbols and myths is incidental and relates to their cultural
heritage as opposed to evidence of an Islamic uprising.  As such much of the
FSA can be aagarately described as religious nationalists, fighting for a Syrian
cause whilst mobilisinghrough references their Islamic cultur§O'Bagy, Jihad

in Syria, 2012, p. 18)

This is reflected in théncreasing usef symbols by theebels that are derived

from Jihaditradition. However it is important to distinguish between the use of

Islamic referencesas symbols of revolutignsuchthe chanté God i s Gr eat |
Islamic Friday protest themes and reheiits named after significant Muslim

figures as opposedo espousing &alafi Jhadi ideology. Many fighters have

grown long beards for example that areitianally associated with theafi
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Jihadis however as long beardsew the attention of state seity forces prior to
the uprisingthe beard hashereforec ome t o symbol i se a 6t ol
(O'Bagy E. , Jihad in Syria, 2012, pp-22).

Additionally due to its associatn with rebellion and defianceahdd symbols

such as théraditionalblack Jhadi flaghave been used by rebels as a statement of
allegiance to the revolutionWhilst this flagis typically associated witlal Qaeda

it has along historgsab popul ar sy mb &drinsahcenanyretelst ance 6
groups that carry the bladkag also display the Syrian 1958 natonal flag,

which contradicts Jihadi thought given nationalism is inonpatible with al
Qaedads gl obal q@BagypJiadtirByriaa 20p2| pp.a2R2). 0 n s

This indicates that in line with Symbolic Politichdory he rebelsare drawing

inspiration from tha r cul tur eds mug this £aseatimddlamis y mbo |l s
traditionof Jihador holy war However, the use oflladi symbols isevidenceof

growing militancy and this militancy igurther reinforced by the use of Islamic

symbols of thad (O'Bagy, Jihad in Syria, 2012, pp.-22) Moreover these

symbols spark fear in minority seagsven they represent a violent tradition of

prejudice against other religions.

Although the FSA appears tte largely supportiveof the democratic agenda of

the protest movement, there are units undeF&® umbrellawho are not secular

in outlook, instad espousing an Islamic agenda and seeking a moderate
interpretation of Sharia law aridlamic governance in Syriaithout extending
thesegoalsto an Islamic caliphate. One such group is SugoBham based in

Idlib. In April 2012 their leader Abu Issdelivered a speech in which he
advocated seeing politi amx framed hs speeethi c | e
within Jhadi framework dclaringt h at Mu s | i mrthenounastheylhads t t he
abandoned Jihad. SuqourStam isa moderatdslamist faction gien Abu Issa

declared havanted to establish an Islanstate6 wi t ihmpudsi ng it on S
(O'Bagy, Jihad in Syria, 2012, p.23Abu | ssab6s references to
links to theregion Otrébal culturewith its emphasis on honour amglevidence of

the use ofcultural myths andgymbolswithin a conflict settingas described by

Symbolic Politics heory.
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Fig 6 Reliosity Spectrunwithin the Armed Opposition
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(O'Bagy, Jihad in Syria, 2012, p. 18)

Other groups are more radical in their outl@skseen in fig 6 which displays a
selection of armed groups across the spectrum from secular to Salagst
violence ancthaos of civil warconstitutethe ideal onditiors for the growthof a

home grown ihadi group Consequety Jabhat NusrgSupport Front for the
People of Syria from th#ujahedeerof Syria in the Place of Jihpdeleased its
founding video on 24 January 2012 NusraJN) has claimed responsibility for a
number of attacks across Syria and has grown in prominence in early 2013. Local
activists have revealed that initiallN was inexperienced but has since received
help from foreign figkers some from Fatah al Islamnd sbsequently improved

in effectiveness and influen¢®'Bagy, Jihad in Syria, 2012, pp.-3B).

The emergence of the al Qaeda ideology in a hgnosvn group vth a domestic
platform gives thadis a credibility they struggled to achieve in Syria prior to the
revolution(O'Bagy E. , Jihad in Syria, 2012, p. 38)N identifies its struggle in
sectarian terms describing itself dsfendingSunnia g a i n allawité éneny 6
and i ts 0Shiofken tefers ta fllawites aHNusayri JoNemphasis their
view that the Allawites worship their foundstuhammad ibn Nusayandas such
are outside Islapratherthan employing the accepted teAtlawite which refers

to Ali Ibn Abi Talib considered by Sunnis to be the 4th Calfptiernational
Crisis Group, 2012, p. 11)In accordance with Ethnic Conflich&ory the use of
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religious narraties in this mannergreatly increases the risk of ethsectarian

conflict.

Whilst JN is associated witl Qaeda there are independeiaie8i units who are
not subject to theA | Q a potitiaab lsaggageand are thusonsidered more
legitimate by the opposition. The mogrominentindependent &afi group is
Kat aoi b-Sharmwitrasuppasdd200 battalions. Online statements deel
their primary objectives to bestablishig an Islamicstate andwaging Jhad
against Iranian attempts to project Shia power in the lteybaternational Crisis
Group, 2012, pp. ¥45). Another independentatfi group,Liwa Saqour al
Sham (Falcons of Syria Brigadeyhich has4000 fighters describesthe state
army as the Nusayri (Allawite) armyand believesthat Arab nationalisms
6absol ut el y Isfamic taw givere ih énites Sunni Muslims with
Christians andAllawites (International Crisis Group, 2012, pp.-18). Given
such r het or ities ar8 yndar eodsgleraile threat from radical Salafi
groups. In accordance with Ethnic ConflicthEory the existence of radicals
escalates tensions atitus greatly heightens the risk ethnesectarian groups as

a whole engaging in communal conflict

Fortunately Jihadideology does not have the qaqut of mainstream SyriaMany

within the uprising are fearful of the presencéghly motivatedextremists who

believe their agenda is ordained by religiamth activist Abu Yassir stating

0They [Jabhat Nusra] are stealingr the re
the day that comes after 6. The increasi n
t he r egi mewnhish asserts that tthepvising is not part of the Arab

Spring bu is the work ¢ Islamic terrorists and armed gang8O'Bagy, Jihad in

Syria, 2012, p. 38) Salafist and Muslim Brotherhood ideologies are not

prevalent in Syria and was not until2013that they became significart factor

within the uprising.

Jihadists andIN have at times worked alongside the FSA in joint operations.
Various units of the FSA express a willingness to work with JN and other
Jihadists due to their common commitment to the downfall of the regime, their

effectiveness in battle and their greater access to resources. The adrforation
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bravery thatJN has earned from the FSA amgmpathetic citizenss not an
indication of accegtnce of JNOs i deol ogi cal stance,
additional fighters as the oppositiomdomes increasingly desperai@®©'Bagy,

Jihad in Syria, 2012, pp. 3&).

However this does not negate the depelg distrust between the two groups over

their ideological differences which has at times escalated into violeRagports

have emerged of fighting between rebels and Isdl@mups for control over rebel

held villages. For example in Homs, a Fatalsla@m member, Walid al Boustani,

attempted to establism@& | s| ami ¢ Emirate of Homs©6. Wi
al Boustani was executed after a trial by the FSA for the kidnap and murder of

Syrian citizens. This is emblematic of the conflict within tipeising between the

founding mainstream opposition with its democratic and pluralist aims and the

radical elements increasinglyserting themselvesito the chaogO'Bagy E. ,

Jihad in Syria, 2012, pp. 27, 363%).

Furthermordoreign fighters aralsoa worrying dynamicparticularly as they get

more established within SyriaJthoughthey ar e mar gi nal i sed by t
local leadership and as suelne not able to significantly alteéhe nature ofhe

grass roots uprising against the Syrian regi(@Bagy, Jihad in Syria, 2012, pp.

1921 & 2426). JN and al Qaeda in Irag number at least 5000 fighters and

maybe as many as twice that out of apgnately 100-150,000 rebel$n which

only 30-40,000 fighters are prepared to fight outside theme towngPollack K.

M., 2013, p. 3)

The early actios of the Syrian regiméacilitated the arrival of religious radicals

into Syria. TheSyrian regimé s e tees With termorisgroups hadesulted in its

inclusion on the US State Spons@f Terrorism list since 1979his particularly

relates to their suppodf Jhadisint hei r &édhol ydé6 war against
Irag. However hese tiesenabledJihadisto develop networks and a lotical

knowledge of Syria providing them with a useful platform to infiltrate the

opposition and extend their influen@@'Bagy, Jihad in Syria, 2012, p. 9 & 13)
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Religioustensionswithin the uprising has been further accentuatedriytant
Iragi Sunnijoining the fighting espousing it is thedlivine duty to support the
Sunni leadmovement. There has been e@orresponding arrival of militant Iraqi
ShiGtes in support of the Allawite regime, a move reportedly facilitated by the
Iranian governmenThe Iragis are bringing with them militant sectarian attitudes
honed within theirown civil war adling to the escalating sectarian hatred
(Arango, 2012)

Futher regional developments are evident in Lebanon withebanese political

power balancéikely to change should the Assad regime weaken further as this

will reducethe dominance of Syrian aligned Hezbollah. As such some Lebanese

Sunni are leaving to fightin Syri@i t h one describing it as
Hezboll ahods power 0 OiBagyo . s, t Syrim'g Polititak As s a
Opposition, 2012, pp. 226).

With the traditionally marginalised Shia mobilising politically within the last 20
years across the region and gaining ground in Iran, Lebanon andabtacgl Shia
are interpreting the Syrian conflict as a fight for theure of the Shia faith to
preserve thes e crecéns advance®sulting in a rise ithe Shia Jihad narrative
The | r eegare joling fdardes withranian and Lebanesghidtes creating a
potential for an albut proxy war with Syria as the regional sectarian battleireld
thecontestfor power and influence betweéme Sunni and ShigArango, 2012)

Intensifying this development is theryeantiS h i 8adlafi dhetoricwithin Syria
whereprominent clericsrerejecting the notion that the Syrian uprising is a social
movement for democrgc i nst ead ddkad anrbehalfgof Subnismm s 06
against a polytheistic Allawite regime wagindl facale war against Islam as part

of a broader Iraniated regional Slii t e ¢ o nUafpriunataelgmoderate

clerics are either keeping a low profile within Syria or remain loyal to the regime
resulting in little religious challenges to tharrativesof radical clerics Thisis

making it increasingly difficult to cdradictt h e r engriatmeadds gives
legitimacy toregime advisor Buthaina ShaalBaslescription of theuprising as

fitna (religiousstrife) (International Crisis Group, 2012, pp.-33).
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As suchA | Q a attérmaps gograft itself to the revolutions supported by

religious narratives includingeclaring SunniMuslims & duty bound to fight

against theheretc Syrian regime. Howevagiven that al Qaeda ideology rejects

Arab states due to their Western origitigs translates as a rejection thfe

nationalistic loyalty displayed by the rebel[®©'Bagy, Jihad in Syria, 2012, p. 29)

Given that AlIQaedaods i deol ogyt hael sroevollaug h eon 6 wi °
objectives of dmocracy and pluralismt i s evi dent that Al Qa e
the Syrian uprising is opportunist Rather than genuinely supporting the

revol uti onar i es Oinsteas atterapting & pdsitioe itsgfflsmas @ | s

take advantage ofin anticipatedupcoming power vacuunm order toadvance

theirown goalof imposing an Islamic caliphate.

As such adical Islamists are challenging the rebels for the right to choose the
future of Syria. This is evident in the following statement by an Egyptian Salafist
talking to a group of fellowiJ h a dousre i confrordtion with two apostate

ar mi e saidoreferring to both the Syrian army and F8Ahen you have
finished withone army you will start with the neéxthis statement was recorded

at the border post of Bab al Hawa where a group of foreign Jihadis had raised the
al Qaeda flagAbdul-Ahad, 2012) As suchJihadi participation in theprising
hasbeen divisive with reports thatHoms protest dispersed when a Salafist stood
up and chantedafafist slogans(Wood, 2012)

Debates over leadership within rebel held areas is also creating conflict between
Sdafist armed groups and local rebel unitor exampletie FSA Islamic Farouq
brigade accusefibreign Jhadisof spreading yet another disfigured form of Islam
and behaving like war lords within a local community. Farouq issued a death
threat againstthé i had i groupbés | eader Abu Mohamm:
area. Theibadi leader refused as he claimed thiaenthe Arab Spring was due

to Islamic fervour they had a right to remain. A few days later Abu Mohammad
was found dead in a ditchGiven rdels are already resisting Salafists seeking to
impose local authority they are likely to resist a radical Islamist takeshaarld

the regime fall(Abdul-Ahad, 2012) Furthermore lie lack of inérnational and
domestic suppomneans that JN and other radical Islamic growpsld lack the
capacity to govern effectively However it islikely that in a post Assad
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environmentradical Islamists will continue to contest for conttiokreforethey
represent a danger to the futurebgity of Syria (Blake, 2013, pp. 1:23).

As suchrising militancy and radicalism is exacerbatigrian sectarianismand

this is intensified by being set against the Islamic revival In 2005 the Daily
Star reportd Sheikh WehbiZuleimi, a conservative Islamideric described the
Islamic revival sweging the region in these terpdt is a reaction to the flagrant
European and American policies that challenge the existence of Islamyand tr
rid Islam from the regiord (Blanford, Syrian Islamic Scholar Preaches
Moderation: Mohammed Habash offers Alternative to Islamic Conservatism,
2005) This reflects theSunni myth symbol complewhich isbased around

struggles against outsidgyerceived to be challenging Islam.

Historically thiswas evident withirresistance to the Christian Crusadensdin

the modern contexéxtents to resistance tglobalisation and the corresponding
spread ofWestern lifestyle and values suchsaecularsm which arethreatening

to marginalise not only to thMuslim religion but alsoto decreasdhe social
power and influence of its clerics Consequentlypolitically motivated clerics
seek topromote the Sunrislam andto encouragea defersive cohesion amongst
Sunni  Sadeq aAs m s tFandamentalits believehis is the final
confront at if the modernizaion ofasiatds. continues like this what is
there to prevent Islam from emtually becoming like Christianity in Europe?
They feel that if they don't stand upw and draw a line, that'sdi(Blanford,
Syrian Islamic Scholar Preaches Moderation: Mohammed Habash offers
Alternative to Islamic Conservatism, 2005) Most Syrians however remain
moderate in theireligious views and remaifearful of Islamistsinstalling a
repressive Islamic regime (Blanford, Syrian Islamic Scholar Preaches
Moderation: Mohammed Habash offers Alternative to Islamic Conservatism,
2005)

Manipulative elites provoke group defensiveness in order to mobilise sectarian
groups for political goals of power and control,aatic identified within Ethnic
Conflict Theory (Kaufman, Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic
War, 2001 p. 34)and often used by radical clericsThis was evident within the

111



protests and violence in reactiontbe dnnocence of Musliméfilm with Bernard

Haykel observing thatd t 6 s true t hat there are sanc
Prophet, butthis is really about political or symbolic oppenists anidst the

breakdown of traditional religious authority, who use religious symbols to

advance theirown powerprr est i ge ag aiWodh 202} her groups

Thereare contradictory influences running through the local populatgarding
the monopolisation of Islanfior political purposes Regionally Islamic terorism

Is losing credibilityand going the way of Arab nationalises it is revealed to be
amother ideology thathasfailed to improve the lot of Middle Eastern citizens
(Wright, The Struggle within Islam, 2011) Howeverdirect exposure to state
violence is decreasingesistance to Islamic rhetoric amongéfectedsectors of
the population The Middle Easterrslamic cultural emphasi®n obedienceo
authority and a reliance on religious guidanpetentially heightens the
susceptibility of Muslim populations tthe extreme sectarian rhetoric of clerics
such as al hi@ aveodaali@éds on Maishnas in Bia to join the
international thad against the Syrian regime and the W@ste Arab Digest,
2012)

Additionally the lack of unified leadershjgncluding the disconnect between the
exiled political leadership and the protestdras created macuumandthere is a
risk this void will be filled by extremistsvoices such aSalafi Sheikh Adnan al

A r 6,avhorhasproclaimed that the Sunnis should take back SW&ael, 2011)
The Salafist worldview is particularlharmful in conflict situations given it
features thenegativedefining of out-groups areadymadenarrative encouraging
armed conflict, and justification for martyrdofimternational Crisis Group, 2012,
p. 5) thereby satisfyingnany of the characteristics Ethnic Conflict Theory

outlines as increasing the likelihood of etksextarian conflict

Although the mainstream oppositioajects thadi ideologyand hasrepeatedly
confirmed their commitment talemocracy, pluralism andhe protection of
minorities given many Sunni are religiously conservativeany arepredisposed

towardsa moderate Islamic reform @yrian governance Though moderate
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Islam is not incompatible with democracy there is increasing concern that the
uprising may be losing sight of pluralistic democracy as its end(godhgy E. ,
Jihad in Syria, 2012, p. 9 &24nd looking towardassuming power in the more
traditional Middle Eastern stylei.e. the big fish eats the little fish and
legitimising such actions througlslam and tribal culturgSalzman, 2008)
Addi t i on avotingchdgEeswithin @ang potential democracy aligely to
reflect their Islarnt faith through the support of sectarian based political parties
meaning at least initially democracy is unlikely to lesson sectarian tensions

created within the civil war.

Jihadis on the other hand are completely incompatible with democracy as they
seek toestablish dominance through changing the global world order to an early
Islamic model. However he persistent use of violence andestatrrorism by the

r egi meblurted she lihe between proponents of peaceful reform and
proponents of armed struggle, which in turn has blurred the line between political
Islamists who haveesorted to violence and Saldihadists who espgse a global

Il sl ami st legmestt@asingly svidént that forde the onlymeando

rid Syria of the regiméO'Bagy, Jihad in Syria, 2012, pp.-18).

Ethnic Conflict Theory identifies thatpeople seek the security of sectarian

alliances to solve is®s$ of fear and insecurity as well@sng ethnic and religious

myths and beliefs ag ust i fi cati def efnosri v€Kkaofrhasgntti od s
Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War, 2001, p. 3hjs

increasesthe threat ofmassacres and revenge Killinggiven the insecure

conditions of civil war, widening sectarian dividasd the $lamificationof the
opposition(O'Bagy E. , Jihad in Syria, 2012, p. 24) The regimé gerrorist

narrative and theslamification of the opposition ithus increasing moderate

Syrians andminoritie®®  f.e aHowever despite the acerbating influence of

I sl ami c radical s, the Assad regi meds mi

primary caus of hardening sectarian tensions within the civil war.

Despite the rise in Salafi fighting groups the ideology is not deeply rooted ih
a widespread social phemenon that has been exposed by the drawing back of

regime repression.In Salafi rdel held areas local communities have already
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shown signs of resistance to their strict Islamic ridather it is an ideology well
suited to take advantage of ethsmctarian tensions within a conflict situation as it
draws on these fears and places themo a readymadeJhadi narrative.
Extremist® explanaions and incitements to mobilise protection of their own
sects are emerging both amongstth Allawites and Sunni and are largely a
symptom of civil warhowever there is the potential for tlignamic to decrease
should the regime be&ppled provided that democracy and human rights are
sufficiently observed in the post Assad political environnferiernational Crisis
Group, 2012, pp. 387).

However a protracted civil war, overlaid with an intensifying transnational

religious contest between radical Sunni and Skibikely to increasedesires for

retaliatory violence which can be easiljegitimised through a radical

interpretation ofislam and tribal culturé s emphasi s on retri but
honour. This would greatly intensify y rsiseztériandivisions and hinder the

development o& futuredemocratic government

6.4 The Marginalised Political Oppositiand its AntiSectarian

Starce

The uprising took the traditional political opposition by surprise. In October
2011 theSyrian National Counci{SNC) was formed by mostly exiled activists in

an attempt to participate in the uprising and unite the opposition. They announced
their intention to function as a government in exile in order to direct the future
development of Syria. Despite this he SNC hashad very limited success at
uniting the oppositiordespite Western support. This has partly been due to
infighting, particularly oversuspicionsregardingthe influence of the Muslim
Brotherhood within the SNC. Additionally the grass roots movemeisentful

of exiles and eyatriots assuming leadership of what they see as their uprising
(O'Bagy, Syria's Political Opposition, 2012, p. 9) The political opposition was

not poised to lead a social movement for jpdit changeas such they are now
struggling to gain relevance and leadership of a political movement that they did

not instigate but which provides them with political opportunities.
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Upon its formation in Istanbul the SNC leader was Paris based Syria political
scientist Burhan Ghalioun and it consisted of seven main groups: the Muslim
Brotherhood, the Damascus Declaration, National Figures/National Bloc, Kurdish
Bloc, AssyrianDemocrait OrganisationIndependent Figures and representatives

of the Local Coordination Committees. By April 2012 seats were distributed as
follows: 8 seats allocated to the National Bloc, 6 Independents, 5 Independents, 5
Muslim Brotherhood, 5 Damascus Ded@on, 4 Local Coordination
Committees, 2 Kurds and 2 for the Assyrian Bloc. The SNC aimed to provide
the political framework in support of the uprising and to weokwards the
establ i sttememntt o, apbdur(@BagysEt,iSyia'sdPoliticall st at
Opposition, 2012, p. 10) Howeversome of thegroupswithin the SNChavea

communal or religious bias

SNC members are predominantly established dissidents exiled due to state
represion of political activisn. They arewell educated with an understanding of

the West. Due to their ability to form secure and good communication channels
with key international figures they have been able to emerge as the leading
political opposition goup on the international staggO'Bagy, Syria's Political
Opposition, 2012, p. 10ra position however that increasingly weaketedhe

point thatthe SNC beame part of the Syrian National Coalition for Opposition
and Revolutionary Forces (N@rmed in Novembe2012 inyet another attempt

to unite the fractious Syriavpposition(New York Times, 2012)

The international communitysireluctant to intervene in Syria due to a lack of
leadership complicated regional politicand few perceived credible alterivat
political organisations to the Assads which in light of the uprising has heightened
sectarian anxiety In order to secure international and domestic supiperSNC

held a conference in Tunisia in an attempt to consolidate its aims, unify the
oppositon and create momentum. Thissaadifficult task for the SNC(BBC,

2011) as there isa feeling amongst protesters that the SNC are external Syrians
preparing to assume power through diplomacy and negotiations whilst the

protestergisk their livesfor the cause(O'Bagy E. , Syria's PoliticaDpposition,
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2012, p. 9) Despite this theres support for the SNC from the LCC which

features a statementonits Faceblo page decl| ammg) acotdhgat t he

to its founding statement, to support all Syrians, regardless of sect or ethnicity
overthrow the regime; and to establish a civil society@emocratic, multparty

S y s t(loealdCoordination Committees, 2011)

The international community, for the lack of an alternative political body,

acknowledged th& NC i n Apri | 2012 as O6the |l egiti

Omai n i nter Inaceutnaart i wintal teheaengdant needforéd ci t i
political framework for the revolutiongr wo r k being done on
However despite thesacknowledgements the SNC has legitimacy problems

within Syria, the grass roots movements has developed a leadership structure of

its own which althoughseriously hampered by a need for secrecy, hagleer

degree oflomestidegitimacy (O'Bagy E. , Syria's Political Opposition, 2012, pp.

9-10).

The political oppositiondoes not drive the revolution, in fact it is merely
attempting to assume leadership of a revolution started and carried forward by
others. The grass rootsovementis driven bya deep rooted desir®r change

and by the internal frustration of citizeregher than inspiretly theideologies of
political figures(O'Bagy E. , Syria's Political Opposition, 2012, pd®.

The effectiveness of the SNC has been compromised by internal divisions and
disagreements, the ntosignificant disagreement being over whether the SNC
should support the internal armed oppositiorfFurther issues emergetiiring
February 2012 when 20 SNC members broke away to form the National Change
Movement amid complaints over a restructuring te@tured more power for
Ghalioum and his supporters and a lack of transparency over the use of funds
(O'Bagy E. , Syria's Political Opposition, 2012, pp-1E).

Additionally there have been criticisms of tMuslim Brotherhoo& activities
within the SNC with claims made both by outsiders smohe SNC membetbat
the SNC is a front through which the Muslim Brotherhood pushes its own agenda.

Due to high level of unity among its members and the extent o&fthed have
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put forward for the SNCthe Muslim Brotherhood has been able to exert
considerable influenceavithin the SNC (O'Bagy, Syria's Political Opposition,
2012, pp. 1415).

The Muslim Brotherhoodis the most influential and prominent Islamic group in
the political opposition. Its prominence is secured through its pragmatisits and
Muslim revivalistprogramwhich resonate with the Sunnireligious conservatism
particularly among the urban migdiclass(Lund, 2012 , pp. 16405) (Bar,
Islamic Leader Paradigms, 2012, p. Although it is the partyith the highest
membership in Syri¢his is balanced by the fact thatiés been operating out of
Syria since membership of théuslim Brotherhoodvas made a crime punishable
by death in 1980. Additionally its ability to organise and influence events is
limited due to minorities, secularists aményciviliansbfears of the Botherhood,
which relategarticularly to the violence carried out by the grdagtweenl979

82. Additionally theMuslim Brotherhoodhas many enemies within the general
population despite having some support within the Sunni religious community
The regime has capitalised on this implying that Nheslim Brotherhoods the
real force behind mostpposition activity within Syria (Lund, 2012 , pp. 104
106).

As such lhe Muslim Brotherhood struggles toemeome the distrust and fear they

generate amongst many citiz€@®Bagy E. , Syria's Political Opposition, 2012, p.

16) despite theimew March 2012declarationannouncingsupport for religious

equal ity sdiattiimgn o6lhearsertyhe ri ght to reacl
(Lund, 2012 , p. 107) Despite its lack of domestic support and weak internal

networks the Muslim Brotherhooi strengthened by itestablished regional

netwaks and access to funding from wealthy and powerful supporters in the Gulf
StateqO'Bagy, Syria's Political Opposition, 2012, p..16)

The umbrella group, theSsNC, is placing itself behind the social movenisnt
agenda whilst resisting engaging the sectarian tenswithg the uprising In
order to strengthen its argectarian position and to gain support from within the

largely anttsectariangrass roots opposition movement and the Wibst SNC
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electedtherecently exiledChristian George Sabra as President in November 2012
which Sabra declared was an indication that the SNC would not allow the uprising

to descend it sectarian conflict and chao&utman, 2012)

Both the Syia National Coalition of Revolutionary and Oppositiornrées (NC)

and the SNC arencreasingly aware that international support is dependent on
commi t ments from Syriands that the post
not be replicated in Syria. iNRosen reported thaf he regime has tried, since

the beginning of the revolution, to fragment Syrian society and drive a wedge
within mixed communities by dividing citesadog mi | i t ary atad secur
counter the the §NCnssued Februarg 26cstatencenieclaring

O0The Alawites remain an important component of Syria, and will coatiiou

enjoy the same rights as other citizens as we build one nation of Christians,
Muslims, and other sects. The regime will not be successfuitting us against

o n e a rRoseh, Syrids Allawite Activists stuck in the MiddR012)

Howeverthe SNC isstruggling to remain relevamiith leadership of the political
opposition groups now assumed by tHE (New York Times, 2012jand with

then US Secretary of Statdillary Clinton stating that any new emerging
opposition group should include more representation from within the uprising
(Gutman, 2012) However the new coalition @lsostruggling to emerge as the
legitimate political wice for the revolution given many fighting within Syria
continue tooperate independently to the exiled oppositiblew York Times,
2012)

Another political grouping, the National Coordinati@dody for Democratic
Change(NCB), was formed on 30 June 2011 three days after the unprecedented
but unfruitful Semiramis Congresspposition meetingvhich wasallowed by the
regimeamidst unfruitful meetings with regime officials. The NCBprimarily
unifies the leftistnationalistflank of the Syrian political opposition. The NCB is
committed to the formation of a democratic government to replace the al Assad
regime and believes the revolution should adhere to whall# the threen 0:6 s

no violence, no sectarianism, no interien.  Its formatiorhascounterbalanced

the SNCwhom the NCB believed were forming a government in exile through
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which to call for foreign intervention. The NCB generally represents nationalists
and leftists with some Kurdish support, however it latles backing of Sunni
Islamists and liberals. The NCB has a stronger minority representation than the
SNC with a number of Allawite activists at its formation including Aref Dalila
and Abdelaziz al Khayydtund, 2012, pp. 8081, 84)

The NCB has positioned itself within a gap in thelitical landscapeas the

internal political oppositionlts har es t he rmesiglancde @Ssandi nt en s e
Western influence in the MiddEEast explainingts opposition to violence within

the revolutiongiven it couldprovokeforeignintervention. The regime has been
comparatively more tolerant of the NCB due to its stance against Western
intervention andhe NCB gives them the opportunity to appdass autocratic
throughgrantinga nonviolentopposition group a voice. Furthermore from the

regi medos p &NECBipusafullyicontebutindite opposition divisiveness

(Lund, 2012 , pp. 880).

Al t hough t he anNsedadisandnencialehtapproach is reassuring

for minorities and the business sector, it alienates the more determined armed
rebels and protesters who are now committed to a violent resolution and the
complete removal othe Assad regime. Furthermore the NCB is not well
connected to the large number of youth driving the uprising and has not created a
prominent profile in regional or internationatedia in contrast to théetter
fundedSNC (Lund, 2012, pp. 991)and NC

The biggest groupingwithin the political opposition is the Sunni Islam
opposition which has been reinforced by the growing observance of Islam within
Syria. However as with the rest of the opposition, Islampmosition is divided

with varying ideological, political and theological strarfdsnd, 2012 , p. 104)

An ultra conservative branch of Sunni Islam, the Salafists have made inroads into

certain areas, mainly amonga® poor, although it is present in some form in the

majority of Sunni areas. Wer i ves i ts t haehodhohyiyd frreolm gtit
institutions in Saudi Arabia and its followers adopt a strict dress code with rigid

family and soetal rules. Political Salafistsee the imposition of Islamic law as a
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holy struggle and reject the regime as -4slamic due to its seculgrosition
whil st also opposing the r egliunde20lue t o
pp. 108109)

Many refer to ancient fatwas given by medieval scholars such as Ibn Taymiya
who declared the Allawites as enemies of Islam and heretics who should be
annihilated. The most prominent Syrian Salafist group is the transnational Hezb
al-Tahrir who are seeking to establish a Sunni Islamic caliphate andch tikey

term approach to this goah order to avoid direct violent confrontations
However they have encouraged Syrians to overthrow the regime on the basis that
it does not rule bgharia law. The ultra radical Jihadil&fists, such as al Qaeda,
regard themselves @&ngaged irHoly War with secular Middle Eastern regimes

and the Westand are somewhat scornful of other Islamic groups which extends to
hostility towards the Muslim Btherhood. They see unrest as an opportunity to

t

insert themselves within a weakened state as theghseekt@d r i de t he wave

popul ar inByriadespitederious misgivings from the majority 8fyrians
(Lund, 2012, pp. 16809) (Lund, 2012, p. 111)

There is also the loyal opposition, parties such as the National Committee for the
Unity of Syrian Communistsvhich is a splinter of the Syrian Communijstrty

and headed by Qadri Jamivtho is a reformist with regime connections. The
Iranian, Russian and Syrian media outlets have all portrayed Jamil as an important
opposition leader. This is not true, in fact opposition leaders with regime
connections owho extend support to the regime whilst advocating for reforms
and/or more inclusive governance are under threat from the rebelsexample

Al i Hei dar s Syrian Soci al National i st
with Hei dar 0es pagyofiicialaassdssiratdy rebiel forcesn May
2012(Lund, 2012, p. 101)

Importantly the grass roots movement is beginning to organise politicallthand
US has indicated that gupportspolitical coordinaton that includes domestic
opposition from within the uprising. The Civilian Protection Commissions

(CPC)createdby the activistAbu Jafaar, amx-Shabbiha members an example
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of local organisatiowith the potential for political involvementThe CPC was

formed to help coordinate the civilian activists and FSA efforts to manage the

Homs crisis. The CPC was met wigéimthusiasmfrom civilians, humanitarian
organisations, human rights activists and armed opposition groups who rallied
behind is efforts. The CPC is clear that it supports the growth of opposition

political resistancéd on t he s oi | 6poplilar cesistamcagaihsithe t he 6
Assad r(@Bpgynte ¢ Syria's Political Opposition, 2012, [#il-32).

Groups such as these could become important should the regime $sitiass

have become wary of political leaders and ldely to seekleaders from within

the movemenitself.

In order for the political opposition to achieve greater international support they
need to broaden their base, however pressure fromMilgim Brotherhood
within the NC is increasingly blocking greater representation, partigutdr
liberal groups such as thosead by Michel Kilo. The actions of theuglim
Brotherhood exposes its real attitude towards pluralisand representative
government i.eonly if they have too. The strength of theuslim Brotherhoods
based more in their regional backensost notably Qatarthen from support

within Syria(Hassan, Inside Syrian Opposition's Talks in Turkey, 2012)

Despite the external political opposition consistently verbaliamgsectarianism
its influence within Syria is dmpered by lack of communicatiahannels due to
regime repressiqrbut is also bythe internal oppositionmovemends suspicions
and resentment that armexternal educatedsource is attempting to assume
leadership of what they see as their revolutiéwditionally for a number of its
members most notablyrom within the Muslim Brotherhood anti-sectarianisms
likely to be a transient and pragmatic choice rather #madeological stance.

6.5 Syriabs Fractious Oppositi

Theuprising began as a grass roots movement, however overtime divisions within
the oppositiorhave become increasingly evidewhilst all want the downfall of

the regime, ideas about what should replace the Assads varies greatly. The groups
that constitutethe opposition movement range from secular through to radical
Salafist as such whilst it is clear the opposition are uniformly-gegime not all

the opposition are prdemocracy
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Despite an influx of Ji haewndSalatbamed t h e
units these groups are still considerably outnumbered by more moderate Syrian
nationals. Considerable wariness of al Qaeda and Islamic terrorism within the
domestic population is limiting the influence of extremists. However the surge of
radcal Islamic groups greatly complicates the outcoofiethe revolutionand

contributes to international and domestic reservatiegarding the uprising

Due to the varied ideological and religious stances within the opposition
movement and the logistical difficulty of communication due to state repression
and violence, establishing a common leadership for the movement has proved
difficult. The mainstrea moderate opposition generally represents the nature of
the uprising but given other more radical elements it is unable to realistically

promise security, stability or safety for all sectarian groups.

Grass roots opposition is the driving force behthd uprising.Most of the
fighters in the armed rebellion are best described as Sunni religious nationalists.
They are firmly behind the Syrian state, religiously conservative, and generally
seek freedom, human rights and the downfall of the regifhe gposition
activists and fightersire typically wary of leadership and are concerned about
political groups stepping in and taking over the revolution once they have secured
the downfall of the regime. This means that despite the efforts of thegdolitic
groups like the NC and the Revolutionary Councils the uprising does not have a
coherent narrative through which to convince the minority groups and Sunni wary
of the uprising to join the movement in significant numbers and to reassure the

population ofcoherent plans for the future of Syria.
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Chapter Seven

Minority Responses to the Uprising: Allawite Fears, Christian

Vulnerability and Kurdish Aspirations

7.1 The Allawite Dilemma: Allawite Security and the Assad Regime

From the eleventh century the Allawitayth symbol complex permanently
included animosityowardsand wariness of the Sunni sé€@forren, 2007, p. 53

& 57). To escape persetion Allawites fled to the safetyof geographical
isolation in the Jabadl-Sahilyah Mountains inNorth-Wedern Syria. However

this placed thea further onto thesocial peripheryand contributed to them being
seen as nenilised O rétiasrf\dorren, 2007, p. 44 & 54T heAllawite
identity is constructed arourieir insecurity within ahreatening environment in
which they have typically been the subject of persecution and social rejection.
The insecurity of the Allawites, and other minorities, is the primary reason that
the most Allawites remaincommitted to the Assad regini@/orren, 2007, pp. 96

98).

Symbolic politics outlines how ethnic conflict becomes partroéthnesectarian
groug® identity and howin the case of the persecuted, edéiohe they suffer
violent discriminationit confirmstheir victim status(Kaufman, Modern Hatreds:
The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War, 2001Historically the Allawites have been
subject toongoing sectaain persecution by Sunni Muslimsor-examplethe
Sunni Mamluks, like théAyyubids who ruled the region before them, saw the
Allawites, Ismailis and Twelver Siiies as heretics and persezithem on this
basis(Friedman, 2010, p. 62 & 176)The Ottomans who ousted the Mamluks
continuel to persecute Allawites as ndfuslims beheading Allawitesthey
deemed to be testing the existing order.This led to Allawites politically
prioritising secuity (Goldsmith, Resiliance of Allawite Asabiyya and

Implications for the Syrian Uprising, 2012)
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Even as recently aB950 Allawites remained uneasy about travelling to Latakia
dueto Sunni animosityMohammad, 2012) Each violentand/or prejudiced
event has becampart of theAllawite identity and itsmyth symbol complex
which centres othe Sunni ashreateningand themselves, thlawites, asat risk
(Worren, 2007, p. 102)

In contrast, the history of the Christians and the Allawites is marked with
cooperation dating bad the Crusaders campaigns in the Holy Land in thH& 11
century where the Allawites and the Christians discovered a common interest i
resisting Sunni domation (Worren, 2007, pp. 5860). According to Ethnic
Conflict Theory when faced with assessing a current threat communal groups
refer to history particularly where other groups are implicated in past atrocities.
Howeverreferring to a past marred by communal conflict makes a recurrence of
such conflict more likely (Wolff, 2009, pp. 2627) and given the historical
persecution and clashes betweeimorities such as the Christians afliawites

with the Sunni thistherefore has important implications for the current uprising.

Given their history of marginalisation and persecutiomAllawites perceive that
they need the Assad regime for protestagainst the Sunni majority. The Assad
regime eliteand the Allawite sediave a symbiotic relationship that both assess
thatwithout the other they would face hostilityHowever although the majority

of the political and military elite are Allavétit does not follow that all Allawites

are privileged. Benefits to Allawitefrom the Assad regime can be venyeven
howeverthe previously universallypoor Allawite regionhaslargely beenbetter

off financially sinceHafez alAssadandindeed some of its community members
have since risen to become the wealthiest incthentry (Bar S. , 2006, p. 393)
Despite this therare still villages in the mountains in Northern Syria that do not
haveaccess to electricity or a ready water supply and live under poverty stricken
conditions (Beck, 2010, pp. 886). As suchBas har al Assadods
alignment with the wealthylite to which he belongkas contribuied to rising

resentmenamongt Allawites.

Therefore althouglthe Assad regime is headed by an Allawite family the regime

does not represent Allawite sectarian dominance of SyRalitical power in
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Syria is held by an inner circle of the Assad famaihdtheir close associates/ho

are often but not always, Allawite(Rais, 2008) The regime has eopted
individuals from all sectarian groups in order to broaden its supporicbesstng

a political system based @n Allawite dominatedconfessionatoalition (Bar S. ,
2006, p. 357) It is important to note that whilst the regime would fall without
Allawite support particularly as thiselates tathe security apparatus leadership,
the Allawite sect as a whole are ultimately another repressed group within Syrian
society(Rais, 2008)

Theregimearekeenlyaware of how vulnerabl#hey areto the Allawite sect and

as such opposition that comes from thistee appears to benet with harsher
punishmerg then meted out to members other sectariamroups (Goldsmith,
Syria's Allawites and the Politics of Sectarian Insecurity: A Khaldunian
Perspective, 2011, p. 46Furthermoren order to consolidate its influence over
the Allawite sectthe Assad regime has steadily worked to overtake any internal
Allawite leadership. Traditionally the Allawite clerics were prominent
community leadersincluding during the FrenchAdministrationand in early
independence. A loosely constructed Allawite national council, the Majlis Milli,
co-ordinated Allawite affairs and also held some influence over the President
Hafez, however over time both the influence of community leaderghangower

of the Allawite religion and clerickas beereroded by the regim@ar S. , 2006,

pp. 393394)

Under Hafez al Assad the Allawites entered a period of relative seehith

was shaken by th#&luslim Brotherhood uprising between 1976 and 1882
culminatedin the state massacoé predominantly Sunrin Hama. Not only was
much of the Muslim Brotherhood rhetoric and violence aimed at Allawites but the
harsh regime reaction meddhat Allawites now had &trongreason to fear Sunni
retribution and this cementedllawite reliance on theregime for security
(Goldsmith, Syria's Allawites and the Politics of Sectarian Insecurity: A
Khaldunian Perspective, 2011, pf2-43). Ethnic Conflict Theory shows that

sectarian conflict often has its roots in the pakich is reflected irthe current
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civil war given thatNorthern Syria, significantly Hama and Honsve emerged
as key opposition areagthin the 2011linitiateduprising.

Additionally Lebanese and Iraqgi sectarian violence, the rise of Sunni Islam and
activities of Salafists around the regibasupheld the belief thaéllawites are

still vulnerable to sectarian threadsd therefore continue to need the Allawite
dominated autocracy for securityBar S. , 2006, p. 393) As such Allawites
become nervouand potentially more loyakhen the regime is under threat such
as during theSpecial Tribunal for Leanoncrisis (Goldsmith, Syria's Allawites

and the Politics of Sectarian Insecurity: A Khaldunian Perspective, 2011, pp. 48
49) caused by the assassination of former Lebaneseél&i and thesutsequent

2005 ousting of the Syrian military from Lebanon

However the primary feature of this period was significant weakening of the

regi meods ,imadulding within thé Alawite communitpsemphassed by
activistssuch asAllawite ProfessoAref Dalila beginning to publicly criticise the

regime This activism was advanced by tlgeowth of orine communities which

linked together dissenters from aléctarian groupsignifying the potential to

corrodethe sectarian insecurity necessarytaimnt ai n t he regi meds
within the minority sects (Goldsmith, Syria's Allawites and the Politics of

Sectarian Insecurity: A Khaldunian Perspective, 2011, pp. 488416

Furthermore the earlier Allawite Interior Minister Gh a z i Kvaaa and a n
alternative source of influence within the Allawite communityith rumours of

links to anti-Syrian Lebanese anthe Sunni politician Abd aHaim Khaddam

K a n a dwaldhconceivably haverchestrated a challender leadership of the

Allawite community. Thisspecul ati on that Kanadan rep
authority of the Assadegimeboth nationally andavithin the Allawite region was

seemingly confirmeddy his death in 2005 descb ed as O sahdaid e sui cC
another indicator that Allawite unity behind the regimeas fracturing

(Goldsmith, Syria's Allawites and the Politics of Sectarian Insecurity: A

Khaldunian Perspective, 2011, p. 4rior tothe uprising
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However the uncertainty and instability caused llge uprising, high Sunni
numbers among the activistand the eliteS use of sectarian tactics $a
predominantly reversed th&llawite drift away from allegiance to the regime
(Sheppard, 2011) According to Symbolic Politics feory fear is the key to
understanding ethnic conflict. Groupsch as the Allawitewith myth symbol
complexes that heavily feature feelings of persecution and victimizadtre
already geared towardearfully defensive attitudegKaufman, 2001, p. 31)
Security concernsmanipulated and intensified by a predatory elite are often the
root cause of ethnsectaranrifts (Kaufman, 2001, p. 34) As such éar ofboth
Sunni Islamistgising to powerand sectarian chaps | nt ensi fi ed by tF
rhetoric and actiongs the primary glue that secures mafijawites, Christians

the busness class and secular middle class citizetisetd\ssd regimein face of

the uprising

In orderto secure minority allegiance and jusstify violence againsthe internal
opposition the regime isirculatinga narraitve that resonates with the US War
Terror and civilianfears of Salafist terrorists who have destabilised the region in
recent years(Sheppard, 2011) For instance in early 201Rresidential advisor
Buthaina Shaaban made a staten@aiiming to bothnational and international
audiences thathere was no uprisinghat alternativelySyria was facing attacks
from Muslim terroristsand/or & Israeli/US or Saudi/US conspiracy to destabilise
Syria Shaaban declared that ttexrorists were aiming tdisruptthe peaceful
coexistence of sects and had timed their mobilisation with the Egyptian and
Libyan revolutions in ordeto appearmasa popular protest movemefar human
rights and democracy. Shsoimplicatedthe Muslim Brotherhoodclaiming

they wereenacting revenge for their failed uprising in 1982 and that the protests

were not representative of the Syrian peo@&P, 2011)

This rhetoric is in line with Ethnic Conflict heor y o s proposi ti
manipulative eliteplay on the greatest fears of their sectarian group, in this case

sectarian conflict and refution. As such he Assad regime isiobilising support

through framing theiraim to hold onto political power aa necessary fothe

maintenance ofectarian segity and stability(AFP, 2011) Howeverthe fact

this narratve is politically expedientdoes not discourthe comparative security
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the regime has afforded Allawites and other minorities but neither does it reveal
the extento which the regime has manipulated the sectarian danlynover t

is evident thathe regime has highlighted radical Islamists within tipeising

whilst attempting to persuade citizens that radical Islamists are representative of
the whole oppositie movementin order to provoke fear in minorities and

moderate Sunni

Freel ance | our nalpitssSyria M@@&L1 depicted tNpowirgl 6 s t r
sectarian tensions He discovered that despite Allawites living relatively
peacefully alongside Sunni prito the uprising, the Allawite neighbourhoods in

Homs werenow guarded by the Mukhabarat and army tanks. All the Allawites

he spoke to were convinced by the siatessertions that thevolution was a joint
SaudiAmerican conspiracy to pressure Syrmmaremove its allegiance from the

axis of resistancwhilst forcing it to signa peacereaty with Israel and abandon

its connections with PalestingNayel, 2011)

Allawite actress and activist Fadwa Solimapoke out about h e regi meods
attempts to manipulate minority sectarian insecufityternational Crisis Group,

2011) (Atassi, 2011) She claims they had proof that thegimetried to incite

rifts by stagingsectarian conflicts through sendiagtroop of 200 men to Kill

members of one sect then dpapg the bodies into another sect ar&espite her

fears of the regime security forcésadwa Solimarhad joined theprotests in an
attemptdispel the perceptiorhat all Allawites support the Assad reginfétassi,

2011)

Additionally reports have emerged that the regime has usextiity apparatus
to spread umours of sectarian violence, distributisgndbgs and weapons long
before therewas a need for them in order to intensify fearfulness astong
minority groups. Over time the effects of state repressionstatdviolence
within the uprisinghas resulted in the realityebinning to approach the regifse
rhetoric. The reigneds actions hve intensified the historical perception of the
0 s a v a gteerAa@ite community anéxacerbategastgrievances such as the
transfer of land ownership from Sunni elite to Allawite serfs in some digayy

the early years of Bathi mle (International Crisis Group, 2011, p. 2)
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There are emergingointers that the regime securing areas for Allawites in the
region that was formally the Allawite autonomous s@iteen large numbers of
Sunni being displaced following clearance campaigns in Sunni enclaves along the
coast i n Bani yas, Bayda, Tal Kal akh
Moreovergiven the lack of state denial of thecent massacres of Sunni civilians

by Allawite Shabbiha and the security forces in Baniyas and Bayda, coupled with
a YouTubevideo showing a leader of the Alawi militia alongside an Allawi
religious leader outlimg pansto6 c | eanse Bani ynalsatappearst h e
to be a calculad move these operations point to an additional motivation. It
appears that the regime is attempting to intimidate Sunni and to deliberately
intensify sectarian hatred in order to secure Allawite recruitment and support
given antrAssad attitudes develping amongst Allawites, most notably in the
Assad hometown of Qardaha where a rift amongst Allawite elite lead to clashes in
Fall 2012 (O'Bagy E. , Syria Update: Assad targets Sunni along Syria's Coast,
2013)

The coast is not a homogeneous Allawite area given the presence of Sunni
enclaves. Figures released recently by the International Strategic Research
Organisation place Sunni at 45 % in Tartous, 50% in Latakia and 70% of the
popul ati on i nts. [Abatviee khumbeissin Tartoassvkere reportedly

90% at the beginning of the uprising but due to influxes of civilians, mostly

an

r

Al eppods upper classes escaping inland

resort homes, thfigure decreased to 60% bymme 2012. Additionally whilst

the clearance campaigns were taking place the security forces were successfully
suppressin@gntiregime cross sectarian demonstrations in Latakia. Given these
demonstrations the coastal region may emerge as the ideal pldatifercross
sectarian mediatio(O'Bagy E. , Syria Update: Assad targets Sunni along Syria's
Coast, 2013)

The opposition movement hgbeen awareofth Assad r egi meds
on Allawite support withformer Muslim Brotherhood leader Ali Bayanouni
statingin 20066 The Al awites in Syria are part
many national factions... [The] present regime has tried to hide behind this

community and mobilize it against Syrian society. But | beligvat many
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Allawite elements oppose the regime, and there are Alawites who are being
r epr e atempds.todreassure minorities of their place within Syria lase
emerged witin the current conflict for instance protesters helvaned éSyrians

are oneb(Goldsmith, Syria's Allawites and the Politics of Sectarian Insecurity: A
Khaldunian Perspective, 2011, pp. 50, 51 & 53)

However as the prising wears on sectarian \@mce on the ground is
underminng opposition attempts to reassure Allawites that their security is not
dependent on the regimeAs a resultAllawite activists tend to keep their

sectarian identity secret or they make a very clear stance of tlegiaalteswith

the examplan Allawite protester declaringoverthei cr ophonelamt a pr o
from the Allavi t e sec't n o t (Rosdm,eSyriA's Allamitd Activistsc t 0

stuck in the Middle, 2012)

DisengagingAllawite support fromthe regime will be a difficultGiven that the
Muslim Brotherhood andhanySunni have repeatedly voiced disapproval of Syria
being ruled by Allawite hereticghe regime has worked to mainstream their
sectarian posidliami ftilcrad Allgwited raligioh and h e
suppression of outward expressions of the Allawite identity such the Allawite
religion is underrepresented within the religious schooling systétm the Sunni
religion havinghundredsof religious schools in contrast to the qaete lack of
Allawite establishmentgBar S. , 2006, p. 394) With the Allawite religious
identity suppressedan alternativeidentity centred onthe Assad familywas
enforced bythe cult of personality around th&ssadPresidents To an extent
Assadism filled the gap left by the negation of traditioAdlawite i dent i t y o
(Khoury, 2012 , p. 50) TheAllawite adagedyou are wth Assad, you are with

y o u r sisedwidély in the uprising, reflects that theidentification of many
Allawites with the Assads has been strengddeby the current instability
(Balanche, 2011)

Furthermordhe personality culsurroundingBasharal Assadchasextended within
the uprising to accordim god sanctioned statas defender of the homeland. As
such the cult of personality propaganda has reinfotbhedntertwining of the

Allawite sectarian identity with the Assddmily whilst invoking nationalisma
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justify state violenceagainst the opposition movemeartd the hero worshipf
Bashar al Assafinternational Crisis Group, 2012)

However the regimeds rhetor ickatdabtkes no't
uprising isnot solely comprised of Sunni radidalamists nodo radical Islamists
lead the movementlt is evidenthowever that many within the protests are rural
Sunni and that significant numbers of Allawitg Christians and Sunni
commercally linked to the regimeare notably absentwithin the opposition
(Shabaan, 2013)As a result there is sectarianmbalance withirthe protestand
correspondingly thismeant thatonce the FSA started to protect ptesters
militarily the social movemenbegan to take on the appearance &uani lead
antrAllawite rebellion with the escalating violence from both sides legdto
civil war. The civil warand the rise of homgrown Jihadi groups such as Al
Nusraareincreasing fears of outriglsiecairian conflictand lending credibility to
regime argument$WWood, 2012) According to Ethnic Conflict ieory people
seek safety througtmeir ethnesectarian communities in times of stress #msl is

happeningo a considerabldegree, particularly among the Allawites

Howeverh e r e g i me @énd tersoesnarrativeiisabaing challenged by the
opposition through social mediBaily videos are posteshowing state violence
againstprotesters and civilians on opposition internet spaces such as the Syrian
Revolution 2011 Facebook Pad&yrian Revolution Facebook Page, 2011)
HoweversimultaneouslyyouTubeupdates from Jitdis promoting their goals of

an Islamic Caliphateare underminingattempts to rassure and unify sectarian
groupsbehind the uprising Regime supporters doubt the credibility and/or the
ability of the moderates within the uprising to contain sectariatbuébn and
continue to believe that they need to hang tagyeti succeed or they will be gl
separately(Sheppard, 2011)

A 2012New York Times interview with ®amascene Allawite womasescribe

the security situatiofior Allawites, sheoutlined that when she went oghenow

wore a headscarf in order to be taken as Sunni, and that most of the Allawites she
knew including her family were moving back to their villages of origin in the
Allawite area. With her husband in the Syrian Armalzebelieves that retribution

is likely as dVho lost a son or a brother wants revenge, and he will take
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vengeance from Alawites before anyone else because most Alawites are
commanders of security forces.am sorry to say this, but I think the Assad
regime is using us in the crackdown, and when it falls, they will run away,

and we will pay the heavy priééBakri, 2012) This fear issupportecby Ethnic
Conflict Theorywhich asserts thavhen a minority inflicts a great trauma on a
majority group if that majority group becomes dominant they will seek retribution
for past grievancegWolff, 2009, pp. 3940).

Furthermore a sentimeheardamongt Allawites is thatthe regime haslamaged

the Allawite reputation andas suchwasresponsible for searian tensions which

w o u | dvenpharmfal in the hypothetical situation where a new regime cannot
guararee the rights of the Alawi camu n i (Worrén, 2007, p. 88) Arguably

this is no longer a hypothetical situation.

Social Identity heory suggests thamter-group hostilitystems from conflicting
goals and the employmer#tero sum competition which leadsto negative
stereotypes and hostiliyVolff, 2009, p. 37) The combined effects of the regime
tactics to encourage minority insecurity and to put down the largely Sunni led
uprising are likely to bring about the dandge minorities that the regime claims
they are protecting them from.The more violent the regind repression the
greater the retribution the regime and Allawitece should the regime fall.
Conversely the opposition know that if they fail to topgie tegime they face
death, torture /or imprisonment by the regime with retribution extending to their
family members. It has become an existential contest in which for their safety

both sides must win.

The Allawites were the vehicle through which the Assadime secured political
power and plundered the country for their own gain. Coupled with state violence
in face of the uprisingndthe high number of Allawites in the armed fortke
Allawites areincreasingly perceived to be the regith@ernational Crisis Group,
2011, pp. Z3). This perception isbecoming increasingly accurate as Sunni
defectionsare creatinga higher and higher representation of Allawites within the
regimeand security apparaty&l Jazeera, 2012, p. 4) In affect the Al Assad
regime is using the Allawites and other minorities to hold onto power, thereby
holding them hostage and linking théate, in particularthe Allawites, with the
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regimes. This igreating a situation where they need the regime to remain in
power or they face the angry and prejudiced Sunni mags@ernational Crisis
Group, 2011, pp.-3). However here is likely to be a baking point whereby

the regime gets so violent dod it begirs to fall, with the resultthat Allawites

will be forced to reassess their allegiance. Historically pragmatic, the Allawites
will at this pointseek tore-establish their security througither meansthan the
regime(Jackson, 2006, pp. 115).

7.2 KurdishMobilisation and the Syrian Uprising

In accordancevith the Ethnic Communal Mobilizational Model given the extent
oftheKur ddés grievances and marginalisation
them to mobilise as an ethnic group has been higfihe regime strategy
regarding the Kurds has been tepress their identity and continue their

marginalisatiorthereby removing chi@nges from the Kurdish quarter.

Kaufman describes precursor toethnic conflictas the opportunity to mobilise.
Political repression can prevent ethnic or sectarian opponents from being able to
effectively mobilise ethnically based opposition greup Conversely a
breakdown in state authority within an ethnically divided state can create an
opportunity for ethnic groups to violently seek to redress the political balance
(Kaufman, 2001, p. 32) The predominantlySunniuprisingagainst the regime

has afforded Kurds this opportunityowever Kurdish infighting and tensions
between Kurdish groups and the predominantly Sunni opposition are weakening
the chances of future stabilitand complicating the Kurds escape from

marginalisation within Syria

The Kurds are a classic example afnationwithout a state Divided between
Syria, Iraqg, Iran and Turkey the Kurds have struggled to gain equal rights and
escape marginalisation. Within Syria theKurds have been actively repressed
since the 1950ander the guise of promoting Araimity (Human Rights Watch,
2009, p.10)0 The Baobdat h ptleerdpressian onKurdsnattez they

came into power in 1962art of which was aersus within the Kurdish al
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Hasakeh region under the pretext that a number of the Kurdish population had
illegally entered the country froffiurkey. This led tothe citizenskp of 120,000
Kurds being revoked With the statuss nonrcitizensbeingpassednto children,

the number of stateless Kurds tsscegrown to 300,000. Stateless Kurds are
denied their rights witltheir ability to engage ireducation, employment, property
ownership, legal marriage apalitics severely restrictedHuman Rights Watch,
2009, p. 10)

Anotherk ey par't of t h e keere thaKuonds pditicaliytandat egy t
socially marginalisedvas to establish an Arab belt by resettling Arabs withe

traditionally Kurdish are@nvolving the forced displacement of Kurds already on

the land. This Arab belt also served to separate Syrian Kurds finem

increasingly politically assgve Iraqi Kurds(Human Rights Watch, 2009, p. 10)

Horowitz states that 0l anguage is a symlt
language being a symbol for the status of a gfblgrowitz, 1985, p. 219) This

is particularly significant in terms of the Kurdstheregime set out to repress the

Kurdish identityand culture denying Kurds the right to speak their language in

public and banning Kurdish language publicationtn 1977 the staterenamed

Kurdish regions and villages with Arab names, justifying this on the grounds of
establ i shing anel%/2 coastiutionclsorassertbeyAdabness T h

of Syria and the deni al of e peaple indhkeh er et
Syrian Arab regiorare part of the Arab natigifuman Rights Watch, 2009, p. 11

& 12)6 .

In the 1980s the onset of conflict with the Muslim Brotherhood lead to an attempt
to coopt Kurdish compliance through more tolerance of Kurdish cultural
expression and the enlisting of many Kurds intorthiktary andsecurity forces
(Human Rights Watch, 2009, pp.-12). However the repression dhe
Kurdish identity largelystill continued withthe regimesuppressingkurdish
political and cultural gatherings such #&owruz, the Kurdish New Year
celebrations(Human Rights Watch, 2009, p. 22)Furthermore Presahtial
Decree No. 49 enacted in 200&ther disadvantaged Kurds as it restricted the

purchase and sale of private property in certain border areas whgh ha

134



undermined the local economies of the Kurdish redidaman RightsWatch,
2009, p. 20)

In contrast to its treatment of its own Kurdish community the Syrian regime
supported Kurdish rights during the 1980s inthe neighbouringstates of Turkey

and Iraq. This was a strategic moweweaken the Iragi an@urkish regimes
through its support of Kurdish activisand in turn to convincethe Iragi and
Turkish Kurds to dissuade Syrian Kurdigtobilisation With these aimsn mind
during the 1980s and early 1990s the Assad regime supported the Kurdish
Workers Pay (PKK) througharming and training its Lebandmased soldiers
(Human Rights Watch, 2009, p. 12)

In common with its strategies regarding other etBactarian groups the regime
suppressed the majority of Kurds whigdlowing a select number of Kurds to rise
to positions of authoritywithin the regimesuch asMahmud Ayubi who was
Prime Ministerbetween19721976. This gave the regime the ability to defend
itself againstcriticism of sectarianisnby highlighting out-group individuals ce
opted within the regime structuguman Rights Watch, 2009, pp.-13).

Kurdish activism revived in the 200@sllowing the endof Syrian support for the

PKK in 1998after considerable Turgh pressure Additionally a renewal of ties
between the Iragi an®yrian regimes stranedhe Assad regi meds
with Iragi Kurds. Changes continuedwith the Damascus Spring that
accompanied Bashar al Assad ascendendheaoSyrian Presidency creatiag

opening for Kurdish activismand leading to new Kurdish political parties
However political repressin soonre-asserted itselivith manyDamascus Spring
activistsarrested and imprisonéHluman Rights Watch, 2009, p. 14)

The 2003 US removal of Saddam Hussein from powéiag emboldene®yrian

Kurds asthey observed the increase in autonomy this afforded the Iraqi Kurds.
Tensions rose between the Kurds and Arabs in Syria as many Arabs believed that
the Syrian Kurds supported the US invasion of lmad the removal of Saddam
Husseinwho hadruled throudp the Sunni minoritfHuman Rights Watch, 2009,

p. 15)
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These tensions finally spilled over in 2004 when Kurdish supporters fought with
Arab supporters at a football match in Qamighluman Rights Watch, 2009, p.

15). The Arab supporters reportedly held up phofalggeof Saddam Hussein
whilst Kurds shouted slogans supporting US President George W. [Blmsh

2012, p. 18) The response of the Syrian security forces focused sotetye
Kurdish supportersesultingin sevenKurdish fatalitiesand the deployment of
several Arab tribes against the protesters. The next day there were further
Kurdish casualties as the secyifibrces fired upon demonstrations and the funeral
processions for the fatalities from the day bef¢gtaman Rights Watch, 2009, p.
15)(Noi, 2012, p. 18)

The wo days of violenproteststhat followed the incidentin Qamishli and other
Kurdish townsresulted instate and privately owned propeligingdestroyed and

the death of apolice officer. The security forces responded with force
surrounding and entering Qamishli and other major Kurdish towns in Northern
Syria, arresting, beating and detaining many Kurds. At least 36 Kurds were killed
with an estimated 2000 detainghluman Rights Watch, 2009, p. 15) The
regime reacted to the protestg ibtensifying repression dfurdish culture and
political mobilisation(Noi, 2012, p. 18)

However ensioncontinued to increaseetween the regime arflyrian Kurds as

the Iragi examplecontinued to intensif|Kurdish political aspirations. The arrest

and death, reportedly from torture, of Kurdish reform activist Sheikh Mohammed
Mabshuqg al Khi znawi on May 2005 further
the regime The 204 Qamishli incidenhad also stokedlatent anger at the

regime and lead to a tide of Kurdiahtiregimeviolence primarily lead by grass

roots youth movemeniBar S. , 2006, p. 397)(Danish Immigration Service,
2010, p. 29)

The 2004 Kurdish protests left Kurdish youth particularly embittered just
against the regimleut alsoother Syrian ethnsectarian groupgue to their lack of
support This addedto the myth symbol conplex of the Kurdswvhich relatedo
the understanding thétey are politically desertedby and alienatedrom Middle
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EasternArabs andsubsequentlyeinforcedtheir reliance on theinarrower ethnic
loyalty over their Syrian loyaltySidki, 2012, pp. ).

It is evident thathe regimeactively engagesn a sectarian balancing act with
regards to the Kurddoo much freedom coulénable Kurdish mobilizatiomo
become independent of central authority inspiring the same move across other
sectarian and ethnic groups but too much discriminationrasentmentould
overcomeKurdish wariness ofalternative political leadersn particular Sunni

Islamists,and ledto support for oustinghe Assadg¢Bar S. , 2006, p. 397)

Although most Kurds oppose the regime, the Kurdish positidh regards to

supporting the 20 initiateduprisingwasoriginally divided. As a minority the

Kur ds have been subject to the O6rsegi mebo
protection minorities would suffer persecution by radicalslamists. However

Kurds also have reassto fear Arab nationalisrwithint he Badat h party.
the beginning of tb uprising there have been Kurds, predominantly youths,

actively participating in the protests demandfrgedom and democracy, whilst

also agitating fornational rights for the Kurdish peop(&idki, 2012, pp. 3).

However the lack of assurances towards Kurdish aspirations from the opposition
means that Kurds have assessed there is little to gain from engaitjinthe

largely Sunni oppositioto a greater degree.

In a post Assad environmetthe mainstream Kurdishopposition group, the
Kurdish National Council (KNC), would like political decentralisation, however

is prepared taoncede this if its other demandse anet such as constitutional
recognition of the Kurds, a secular state, constitutional equality betweerand
women, removal of repressive laws against Kurds and compensation for property
lost during ArabizatiorfTanir, 2012)

The main oppositioh osition relative to the Kurdstressesthe continued
inclusion of the Kurdish regions in Syria with Salilk Blamwi from the Higher
Council for the Revolui on i n Hamah Weare & united modesrit at i ng
civil country and against ethnic or sectariart a t.e Firebtasd8alafi cleric

Adnan alArour representethe more extreme views withthe opposition on the
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matt er wh eDo whakou svishabutevd wilbnot perrithe divisbn of
Syria into ethnic regiorigllahan Tanir, 2012)

The uprising in Syria saw thegime attempting to defuse any possible Kurdish
participation in the revolution through a variety of tactics. Initially they granted
citizenship toa significant number dftateless Kurdsin a moe aggressive tactic
the regime wa believel to haveassassinateblishaal alTammaq the leader of the
Future Movementon October 201lafter he had called for the regime to be
overthrown and his party had attendé@ SNC Istanbul meetingvhere the
Future Movementhad walked out after the SNC failed to agree to remove the
i nclusion of O6Ar abd iThe aasasginafion praveddo bea a mi n g
a miscalculation by the regimes instead ofproducingsubmission it engaged
Kurds behindhe new attitude odingry mobilisationn the face of state aggression
that has emerged from within the Arab Springror instance o the day of
Tammo 6 s téna af ¢housadndgathered to protest in @uashli, the largest
protest in wrthern Syriaup till 2012(Noi, 2012, p. 24)

There are multipleorganisationghrough whichKurds canconfront the regime
within the uprising However tle existence ohumerous avenues hessulted in
conflict and division within Kurdisimobilisation The threeprinciple camps can

be outlined as follows: Thkur di st an We@KKK BowsvérmuBhafr t vy
the Syrian opposition contesdhat following the initial outbreak of protests in
Deraa the regime renewed its connection with the PKK and alltivee®KK to
operate freely in Kurdish areas in return for it not supporting the uprising. There
are further claims that the PKK, with Democratic Union Party RYD)
involvement, manned checkpoints ahdtthese security detailsere coordinated

wi t h t h esecurity dorces e&Sécsendly, lie traditional Kurdish Parties who
have tried to manage a middle ground between supporting the uprising and not
angering the regime. And finally the KurdiBlature Movement and the Uniom o
Coordinating Committees for KurdisNouth. Kurdish youth have actively
participated in the uprisinigom its inceptionSidki, 2012, pp. 3).

OnJuly 2011 the Kurdish National Conference fedrthe KNCwhich demanded
Othe right to determine the destiny of
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uni fied Syriadé within a KNG@donsistedlof 280e mocr a't

individuals of which 60% were unaffiliated and 40% belonged to the traditional
Kurdish political movemengnd did not include thBYD who declined to attend.
The Council voiced its support of the Kurdish revolutionary youth movement and
established local councils affiliated with the SNC.However tensions exist
between th&€ounciland the SNC with the KNC withdrawinigom theopposition
Istanbul conference in March 2012 when the SNC refusedest kay Kurdish
demands(Sidki, 2012, pp. 3}).

Kurdish divisiveness habecome increasingly evideméducing th& ability to
mobilise as a unifid ethnic block There have been conflicting reports of
assumed PYD affiliatedrmedunits bearing PKK flags and posters of Abdullah
Ocalanpreventingantiregime protes from going ahead in February 2014n
late June and early July 2012 th8A received complainteegarding the PYD
from theKNC resulting in FSA attacks on PYD checkpoints in retaliatiofihe
PYD assens that claimsthey are preventingrotests is Turkish propagandad
thatthe KNC and the §A are negotiatingvith Turkey to target themThePYDO s
4500 fighters in the Qandil Mountainspresent a force th#tte KNC isunable to
match as such PYD assertiveness is causing concgiki, 2012, p. 2)
(Wilgenburg, 2012) Given Ethnic Conflict Theory proposes that the violent
actions of extremists increases the risk of conftiog involvement of the more
extremist PYD in the uprising creates a serious risk of bothngt&urdish

fighting and incrases the risk of conflict with other sectarian groups.

It seems likely that the PKK backing the regimas part of a strategyformed
betweenthe PKK and the Assad regime against the Turkish governmstfit the
regime also aiming to weaken the FSAHoweverresponding to the changing
circumstances on the groutite PYD has begun to disassociate itself from the
PKK andthe earlier actions of membeiavolved in suppressing Kurdislanti
regimeprotests(Wood J. , 2012) With the regime quietly losing control over
the Kurdish area the PYD has recognised that moving into governaticearea

is its best strategy for gainiqmpwer (llahan Tanir2012)
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Additionally the Assad regimés cautiousabout targeting the Kurds dabkey
cannotcredibly label theethnic groupas Salafist terrorist@ttempting tanstall a
theocracythereforethe Islamicterrorist narrative is not plausibkes a justification
for state attack®n the Kurds. Furthermorthere are darge number of Kurds
regionallythatcould mobilise in support of Syrian Kurdfisuld the regime attack
Kurdish areas Additionally most Kurds belong to one of the multitudieoften
very smallKurdish political partieghrough whichKurds are able to mobilise
large numbers quickly to join protestés suchit appeardhe regimehasbacked
off from Kurdish regions havingalculatedthat it is not in gposition to handle
any addtional regional and domestic pressufl@dependent Kurdistan Journal,
2011)

The Syrian security forcewithdrew from Kurdish territories in mid July 2012
wherebyPYD fighters movd in and by 21 uly had assumed control of tlegies

of Afreen, Amude, Derik and parts of Qamisfilahan Tanir, 2012)Skeletal
remnants of the regime remain through state employees and infrastructure such as
the courts and schools as the regias heither the funds nor the fighting force to
remove them and risk ail-outassaul{Wood J. , 2012)

The PYD claimthat the regime left after RYD ultimatum however the lack of
fighting has raisedsuspicions thathe wthdrawal was strategic and aimed to
strengthen the PYD at the expense of Turkey's internal seeumityto weaken
opposition unity.There arealso suspions that the PYD has collaborated with the
regime in order to assumeontrol of the Kurdish region (Tanir, 2012)
Furthermore the regime may have calculated that allowing Kurdish control of the
Kurdish region would stoke tensions between the Sunni Arab dominated
opposition movement and the Kurds, whilst also giving themedhe opportunity

to devote resourceand army units to more strategic fronts elsewhere such as

Homs, Damascus and Aleppo

After failing to reach an agreement with the SNC kheds sought to unite under
the Erbil Agreement This wasan attempt tchead &f politically detrimental
infighting between the PYD and the rest of the Kurdish opposttitimthe PYD
accused ofkidnappingactivists and KNC members aadsassinatinfjlasiradeen
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Piro, a senior leader of the Azadi Pparty (llahan Tanir, 2012) The Kurds
recognised theyeeded to uniteagainst theperceivedArab threatfollowing a
history of persecution from Arab nationalist reginfiglansour, 2012, pp.-b).

The Erbil Agreement was signed dnl July 2012, t hrough
Kurdistan President Massoud Barzamgd existdbetween the KNC and the PYD
establishingunification under anew Supreme Kurdish Caail (SKC). The
agreemat further outlinedoint administration of the border posts between Syria
and Northern Irag within areas where the regime forces had withdrawn. In order
to participate within the new Council the Iragi Kurds were insistent that the PYD
renounce ties withhe PKK and its use of vience (Mansour, 2012, pp.-8).
However bllowing this accordighters associated with the PYD assumed control
ove the Kurdish districts andreas within the Aleppo and Hasakah governorates
(Ilahan Tanir, 2012)

The divided and fractious opposition outsigfethe PYD haveunited under the
KNC out of the necessity to limit the PYD's assumption of authority as the civil
war hasprogressd, and additionallyto create an atmative sourceof Kurdish
political influenceto the SNC giverKurdish fearsthat the SNC was a Turkish
creation driven by its Muslim Brotherhood members with their Asdimist
agenda The creationof the KNCalso enabled thi&aunchingof a joint Kurdish
security fore with which to face the degenerating security situatiifahan
Tanir, 2012)

Attempts to unite under the Erbil Agreement fell through aftes KNC
suspende its commitment to thégreement accusinthe PYD of misusingtate
infrastructure ad demanding bribes for fuel. Iesponse the PYD arrested KNC
affiliated acivists from Amude resulting irdemonstratios against the PYD.
After an order from theSKC the PYD released the activists. Despite the
aspirations of th&NC around power sharing with the PYD, the PYD appears to
have used the Erbil Agreemeas a front for carrying oygower seizurg in the
Kurdish region The situation continued to unravel withe People'sDefence
Units declaringin September that they would not he8KC decisions two days
before PYD militias raide threeKNC party offices near Qamshli. The PYD
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warned that nof#PYD militias would 8 prevented from defending theawn
demonstrations in the arealhings continued tainravel with theKNC's Vice
PresidentMu st a f a kidnapped@ftehacsing the PYD of collecting $200

millions of smuggling revenu@lahan Tanir, 2012)

Despite a enegotiationof the Erbil Agreemenlaterin September 201®@ith the
SKC opening five new offices joint PYD/KNC security control of Kobani
establishedand the replacemeiatf political party flags with the sole logo dhe
council, many witin the KNC still believe the PYD will notkade by its
provisions and wilcontinue to work tesecure political dominance tfe Kurdish
regions(Tanir, 2012) For its parthe PYD fears that the Turlkse enabling the
growth of an#iPYD Kurdish groups a fear whitv has increased with the
formaion of Syrian Kurdish brigade Sakad Eyubi who threatened the PYD
whilst making overtures to lo¢r Kurds (llahan Tanir, 2012)

Due to the FSA $ack of central command isidifficult to make aconclusive
statement about their relations with the Kurds. There is a great deal of wariness
from Kurds of both the PYD and the FS#though Kurds are supptive of FSA
fighting in Arab areas.There has been repsrof both fighting andcooperation
betwveen Kurds and the FS@lahan Tanir, 2012) Many Kurds remainworried
about the FSA and its Ardiase. Kurdish groups haw®ved ahead and beagto
organisefacilities forlocals such as Kurdish schoaisd a volunteer police forse
However #&hough in these areas theationwide conflict is less evident than
elsewhere the likelihood of future attention and cbaf is high as the region
producesoil and natural gas.Given this,the chances thaKurds will be left to

regenerate under their own devices is unliKglpod J. , 2012)

Furthermoretribal affiliations are likely to have a large impact #&urdish
aspirations within the Syrian uprising.
Jazirah, Ayn alArab, and Afrin regions alongside the Syridragi-Turkish
borders. In the oil rich Jazirah regions Kundpresent 25% of the e gi ond s
populationand slare these oil rich regions with Arab tribes such asSt@mmar,
Baggara and Ounaizas well as Christians The Kurds will need to negotiate

with the Christians and tribes in the post Assad scenario if their needs are to be
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