









































South of the Kaikoura Peninsula beach ridges originated on a prograding
coastline when the high post-glacial sea level began to drop towards its present
level. In the littoral compartment formed by Kahutara Hills area and the Kaikoura
Peninsula the supply of fan material from the Kowhai River has caused a rapid
progradation of the coastline.

On a regional scale the most significant geomorphic change in terms of
dimensions from pre-Late Pleistocene to present day, has been the progradation
of the coastline from the Seaward Kaikoura Mountains to its present position.
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