








Other Implications

Cotton (1948, pp. 252-253) hypothesised that during the Pleistocene the Oreti
River drained alternately through its present course and the Waimea Plain. Aerial
photographs show old Oreti-Waimea channels cut by modern Oreti channels near
Lumsden. Thus it ‘is possible that granitic detritus was transported down the
present Mataura, Oreti, and Aparima Rivers during the Pleistocene.

Cullen (1966, 1967) concluded that granitic pebbles found offshore near the
mouths of the three rivers were derived from Stewart Island (20-30 miles to the
south). It seems probable that some of this material was derived from Fiordland via
the three mainland rivers during the Pleistocene.
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