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ABSTRACT

This study offers an alternative historiographical perspective on the Irish in New
Zealand. This study found that an Irish enclave existed in Hamilton from 1864-1940.
It was fragile and soft-edged, but despite continual pressure for assimilation, it
thrived. Unlike previous investigations of other Irish communities in New Zealand, it
was found to have had a strong provenance, to have been predominantly Irish and
Catholic, and to have expanded without interruption. It displayed exclusive patterns
of religious/cultural behaviour and traits documented in overseas studies. It is
investigated in three parts, and over three generations. First, the Irish in the founding
military settlement are considered. The statistical and demographic evidence for the
development of the community over the next two generations is then presented, and
finally the experience of life in the community and legacy for the third generation is
documented through oral histories. The Irish militiamen were identified from the
New Zealand Army records, and Catholic Irish civilian settlers were traced through
traditional sources. Some of their direct descendants and others were interviewed. In
this way, a composite picture was constructed from the beginning of the enclave
forwards, and from the end back. It was found that a core group of Irish militiamen,
supplemented by Irish Catholic civilians, facilitated the development of the Catholic
Church, around which the community gathered. This thesis is a small contribution to
the history of the Irish in New Zealand, about whom little research has been done. It
has provided conclusive evidence of at least one Catholic Irish enclave. It is hoped
that it will serve as a useful basis for comparison with studies of other similar

communities.
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Introduction

Few studies have dealt with the history of the Irish in New Zealand. Neither has a
profile of the so-called “multigenerational Diaspora” of Irish in New Zealand been
considered. The renowned Irish historian Donald Harman Akenson acknowledges this
discrepancy in his definitive statistical overview of the Irish in New Zealand, Half the
World from Home. He refers to Richard P. Davis' Irish Issues in New Zealand

Politics 1868 — 1922 (1974) as the only significant monograph on the Irish.1 He goes

on to say, “Despite a few fugitive articles, the history of the Irish in New Zealand is
where Davis left it”.2 There is Patrick O’Farrell’s interesting personal excursion on
the Irish in Australia but it only briefly touches on New Zealand.3 Lyndon Fraser’s
recent complex postdoctoral study of the Irish in Christchurch, is the first work to
assemble an in-depth study of an Irish settlement in a major centre, the Irish in
Christchurch. This study investigates the Irish in Hamilton in the period 1864 - 1940,

and the implications of the term ‘Irishtown’ .4

Although these publications do address some aspects of the Irish in New Zealand, at
the time of writing Fraser’s has been the only detailed study of the Irish experience at
a local or national level. However, an initial comparison with this study perhaps
leaves more questions about the Irish in New Zealand than it answers. Hamilton and
Christchurch were two different types of settlement, there were two quite different
types of selection processes for immigrants. The socio-economic status and
denominational characteristics for Irish immigrants also differed, and most
significantly, Fraser concludes that the Catholic Irish in Christchurch had a propensity
to cluster.s This study concludes that the Hamilton Irish, although a small community,

were more than a cluster. Their religious/cultural behaviour and historical continuity

1 Donald Harman Akenson, Half the World from Home (Canada, 1990), p. 38.
2.Akenson, p. 38.

3.0 Farrell, Patrick. Vanished Kingdoms - Irish in Australia and New

Zealand (New South Wales University Press, 1990).

4 Gibbons, P.J., Astride the River: A History of Hamilton (Hamilton, 1977), p. 300.

5 Lyndon Fraser, To Tara via Holvhead. Irish Catholic Immigrants in Ninetenth Century Christchurch
(Auckland, 1997), p. 117.
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over three generations in defiance of pressures to assimilate provided indisputable
proof of an Irish community.s This study will offer another perspective on the Irish
in New Zealand. There are difficulties finding terminology that adequately describe
it. Fraser experiences similar difficulties. He talks about the ‘development of ethnic
identification among Irish Catholics as emergent ethnicity’, or the process of
ethnicisation.7 In this study, the Irish community in Hamilton, which was known as
‘Irishtown’, is described as an enclave. The literal meaning of the word is ‘enclosed
territory within foreign territory’. Irishtown was effectively a community within
another, with its own religious, cultural and social systems. However, it was not
‘enclosed’ in the sense that it members could not leave, but rather they chose to live
in an alternative social reality. The experience which will be described in this study

was more than a tendency to cluster, and much less than a ghetto.

Attributes found in overseas studies of Irish communities include evidence of the
degree of religious affiliation, the Irish patterns of socialisation, and an internal
community structure, including working class insularity. While the traditional New
Zealand historical sources have provided some statistical and documentary evidence
of the demographics, activities and resources of Irishtown, they provide little
information on the traits or characteristics of the enclave. These were elicited from
the oral histories of some of its inhabitants. Their recollections contribute information
on those aspects of the community not usually accessible through other sources. The
narratives include childhood memories, shared family memories, and the cohort’s adult
reconstruction of their life experience, or their religious/cultural experience in the case

of Irish Catholics.

Donald Harman Akenson explains why the American studies have found that one of
these characteristics, the generic term “religious affiliation”, pertains to a pattern of
behaviour associated with Irish Catholics exclusively. “The American scholars have

suggested a syndrome of characteristics said to have been exhibited by the Catholics

6 Donald Harman Akenson, Half The World From Home: Perspectives on the Irish
in New Zealand 1860-1950 (Wellington, 1990), p. 197.

7 Fraser, p. 3.

ibid., p. 158.
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of Ireland, and that these attributes influenced the migrant’s behaviour.”s He goes on
to say that the literature rarely links such traits to Protestants. This may explain why
“Irish American” and “Irish Catholic American” are synonymous in the other studies
consulted.9 He suggests that; “Although one cannot in New Zealand say that Irish
equals Catholic, one can make with confidence the related (but not equivalent)
identification — namely, that almost all Catholic were Irish”. Akenson goes even
further using Catholics as a surrogate “for the Irish and their descendants”.10

Akenson suggests that the word “religion” be used to describe tribal identification for
native Irish abroad.11 This study will show that ‘tribal’ memory in Irishtown helped
maintain the church-centric enclave. Author Marjorie Fallows discusses this extension
to the successive generations within an ‘ethnicity’ when she describes religious
affiliation as a “persistent ethnic trait”.12 Shared family memories of the Hamilton

experience indicate that this is so.

Thus, the Church in Hamilton was the principal focus for the Catholic community both
spiritually and demographically. The site of the first Catholic Church provided the
basis for the subsequent development of Church buildings and facilities over the
following seven decades. The impecunious community of Hamilton also supported
Church projects by fundraising, and although Irish clergy were not specifically
requested for the parish, their presence from 1901 to 1940 served as a critical
affirmation of parishioners’ Irish roots. In other words, without them the Irish
community in Hamilton may have dissipated with the deaths of the Irish settlers
between 1910 and1920, there not being enough new Irish immigrants to sustain a
sense of ‘Irishness’. The success of the Irish community in Hamilton up to that time

was due neither to numerical dominance nor outside pressure, but to a sense of

8 Donald Harman Akenson, Small Differences. Irish Catholics and Irish Protestants 1815-1922;
International perspectives (Montreal, 1988), p. 47.

9 Marjorie R Fallows, Irish Americans: Identity and Assimilation (New Jersey 1979).

Dale B. Light, “The role of Irish-American organisations in assimilation and community formation’ in
Irish Studies 4. The Irish In America: Emigration, Assimilation and Impact, edited by P.J. Drudy
(Cambridge, 1985).

Ellen Horgan Biddle, ‘The American Catholic Irish Family’, in Ethnic Families in America, edited by
Charles H. Mindel and Robert W. Habenstein (New York, 1981).

Hasia R. Diner, Erin’s Daughters In America (Maryland, 1983).

10 Akenson, Small Differences, p. 54.

11Ibid,, p. 129.
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solidarity, community stability and the pervasive influence of the Church. The term has
conjured different associations for different generations. Ken Arvidson, contemporary
poet and a Professor of English at the University of Waikato, recalls a childhood in
Hamilton East in a memoir published in 1995. He states that “from the 1870’s to the
First World War, Hamilton East was familiarly known as Irishtown”. Yet, for him, the
chronological parameters extended beyond that. He was born in 1938, and goes on
to list Irish-descended neighbours and friends he grew up with in a community that,
he says, “must have been among the nearest approaches to a Little Ireland community
anywhere in New Zealand”.13 One of the cohort, Rosie Sterritt, who has lived most
of her life in Cook Street close to the church, began her interview for this study by
saying; “Irishtown, that’s new, never heard of it!”.14 Another, Jack Flynn describes
a geographical boundary “From Galloway Street, out to Sillary Street, to Nixon Street
back to Dey Street, that was Irishtown, just those houses in that area.”. Although he
lived in Flynn Street, outside this area, he considered himself part of the Irish
community.15 The use of the name also had connotations of class, another respondent
was disconcerted by the use of the name; “I never heard my mother use the
expression, that’s why to me I find it rather offensive when you talk about it, she
never referred to herself as being part of Irishtown”.16 For the purposes of this study,

the term will be used to describe the community during the period 1864 - 1940.

Chapter I outlines the military settlement of 1864 and how the presence of a cluster
of Irish Catholics facilitated the building of the first church. In Chapter II the
statistical and documentary evidence for the development, expansion, and demise of
an enclave over the next two generations is presented. The experience of life in such
an enclave is explored in the oral histories of Chapter III. In Chapter IV conclusions
are drawn, and comparisons are made with Fraser’s work and with the study of the

Irish ghetto of Butte Montana.

12 Fallows, pp. 106-111.

13 K.O., Arvidson, “Out of Irishtown™, in The Source of the Song: New Zealand writers
on Catholicism, edited by Mark Williams (Wellington, 1995).

14 Rosie Sterritt, 11 December 1983, Tape 10, A 0:30

15 Jack Flynn, 23 November, 1992, Tape 4, A 28:44.

16 Zoe Horton, 25 August 1993, Tape 5, A 10:17.
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Information on this community was gathered in different ways, hampered by the fact
that there have been few studies of Hamilton in the period. Problems included the
lack of primary research done either on the Hamilton East military settlement, or on
Church history. No history of the Catholic Church in Hamilton has been undertaken,
nor of the Catholic schools.17 It was discovered that there are no extant Catholic
school admission registers for Hamilton in the period. Although some surviving
documents have been centralised at the Archives of the Catholic Dioceses, others may
still be in private possession. For example, the original uncatalogued Parish Accounts
Ledger and Minutes Book were found in a box in St. Mary’s Presbytery in the process

of research for this study, their existence having been previously unknown.

The presence of the Irish in the military settlement was to prove critical to the
development of Irishtown, and its records a valuable source for the study of the first
Irish in Hamilton. A complete alphabetical and numerical list of the N.Z. Army
Department, Nominal and Descriptive Long Roll Book Waikato Militia, [4" Waikato
Regiment], was compiled, and cross referenced with the N.Z. Army Department, ‘4t
Waikato Regiment Land Register 1864, and the original 1* survey map of Hamilton
East.18 While this proved to be a time consuming exercise, it provided invaluable
information on the continuity of the settlement. Although variations in the spelling of
surnames in the nominal and the land rolls were problematic, the different spellings
were retained to preserve the accuracy of the records. It is hoped that this will prove

to be a resource for other researchers.

The oral histories of descendants of the original Irish settlers have also proved to be
valuable for several reasons. Where documentary information was sparse or non-
existent, as was often the case, the oral histories have confirmed or supplemented

material. Family relationships and community kinships were quickly identified through

17 There is some jubilee publications of the Notre Dame des Mission Sisters, and Marist Brothers which
although comprehensive are confined to the history of their Orders in the Parish.

18 N.Z. Army Department, Nominal and Descriptive Long Roll Book Waikato Militia, (Original
register held by the National Archives, Wellington, New Zealand.). [Held on Microfiche at
University of Waikato misfiled under: ‘Nominal and Descriptive Roll, 3™ Regiment, Waikato
Militia; 4" Regiment’ (Auckland, 1863).

See Appendix (D).



6

the narratives, a process that may have proved too costly to research through birth
death or marriage records. In the same way, identifying the locations of families was
made possible. The resulting portrait of a community; family life, the role of women
and children, and patterns of socialisation, would have been almost impossible to

present using traditional sources.

The initial criteria for selection of potential interviewees was that they would be direct
descendants of an original Irish settler, civilian or military, and to have lived in the
Hamilton parish between 1910 and 1940.19 The nature of the settlement was an Irish
Catholic one. Although the recollections of the Protestant Irish in the community
might have provided an interesting perceptual contrast, neither time nor resources
made it possible to attempt to trace them, as they did not appear to have organised
themselves in any special way after their initial distribution in the military settlement.
Alasdair Galbraith alludes to the lack of sources on the Protestant Irish in his recent
thesis on the ‘hidden’ population of Irish Protestants in the North Island of New
Zealand.20 Galbraith used ships lists and hospital registers to determine the
denomination of the Irish he found. This study has the advantage of the Militia rolls
recording such information in the militiamen. Several methods were used for finding
candidates. The parish visitor for St. Mary’s, Sister Magdalen Ryan has lived in
Hamilton most of her life and was able to provide a comprehensive list of ‘old
identities’ whom she knew to be descendants of Irish families. Sr. Magdalen has lived
in Hamilton for most of her life. Preliminary telephone interviews yielded other
contacts. Over a period of several months over fifty potential candidates were visited
or telephoned. Twenty-two of these were interviewed and recorded, and nineteen
were used in the study. Most were in their 70s and 80s.21 A preliminary interview
was undertaken with suitable candidates both on the telephone and in their own
homes. Those chosen for interview were then recorded, some over two sessions. The
interviews lasted between one and two hours each. The empirical data in each of the

transcriptions was cross-linked with both traditional sources and the other oral

19 See Appendix (A)

20 Alasdair Galbraith, ‘New Zealand’s ‘Invisible’ Irish’ Irish Protestants in the North Island of New
Zealand 1840-1900” (unpublished MA thesis, University of Auckland,1998).

211bid,,
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testimonies. Thus the consistency and reliability of the information was tested, and

a social, demographic and cultural profile of the Irish community was compiled.

During the interviews, visual and auditory cueing was employed. A large photograph
(1200mm x 1200mm) of Hamilton East was used. Once the dwellings of the cohorts
childhoods were identified, they were then asked to recall relatives’ homes, where
childhood friends had lived, school routes, and the homes of neighbours with Irish
accents. The interviewers own Irish accent incidentally provided the auditory cue.
Photographs, some borrowed from one respondent to show another (family, sports,
school, church and work photographs), and others from archival sources, were used
to aid the recollection of friends and relatives in the community. Another method of
visual cueing included field trips to the area. Elderly residents were driven slowly
along every street in Hamilton East by the interviewer, stopping frequently outside
homes. An assistant took notes of locations that provoked a memory. This
information was later cross referenced to identify locations where houses had been
demolished, and the names of the families that had inhabited them. This method
produced very satisfactory results as many original homes of the cohort's childhoods
survive. Other field trips to the cemetery with members of the cohort provided
valuable undocumented anecdotal information and evoked childhood memories of

rites and rituals later used to evoke a response at interview.

Their oral testimony has been a valuable source of data, not only to supplement the
gaps in the primary sources, but also to provide the type of information that is not
usually documented. In this case, it explores the role of women in the community and
the experience of childhood. Information on the parents of those interviewed has also
been gathered from the testimony, and some family memories have been evoked that
provide information on the first generation of settlers. The nature of the community
has inspired the retention of shared memories and the passing of these memories to
the present generation. Some anomalies in these stories have been discovered, and
myths are shown to have evolved, which have been used to perpetuate the traditions

and continuity of the group over the period.
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Only a small selection of title searches and Births, Marriages, and Deaths Certificate
searches were undertaken, partly for reasons of expense, and partly because these
sources do not offer complete information. The original births, deaths, and marriage
registers for Hamilton and Auckland were made available and proved to be a
reasonable source for identifying the social and geographical nature of the community.
Requests elicited manuscripts, rare publications, and photos in private possession.
Archives consulted included the Hamilton Public Library, Auckland Public Library,
Auckland Regional Office of the National Archives, Library of the Auckland Institute
and Museum, The Queen Elizabeth Army Museum Waiouru, the Alexander Turnbull
Library, Archives of the Catholic Diocese of Auckland, Archives of Notre Dame de
Missions in Lower Hutt, Archives of the Sisters of Mercy, New St., Auckland, the
University of Waikato library, the Photographic Archives of the Waikato Museum of
Art and History, the Historical Places Trust Hamilton, Lands and Information New
Zealand Archives in Hamilton, Land Registry Office, Hamilton, Registrar Births
Deaths and Marriages Hamilton, Hamilton City Council Records, Hamilton Public
Library, Valuation New Zealand in Hamilton, The Latter Day Saints Genealogy
Centre, the Waikato Genealogical Society, New Zealand Aerial Mapping Ltd,,
Hastings, and Bishop’s Office, Chanel Park in Hamilton,and Offices of St. Mary’s
Parish in Hamilton and the convent of Notre Dame des Missions in Hamilton. In the

next chapter, the documentary evidence for the military settlement will be considered.



Chapter One: Military Settlement 1864

The history of the Irish in Hamilton begins in 1864. They were among the military
settlers who were to establish the township, now a city that is centrally located in a
larger area known as the Waikato. In this chapter, a short history of the
foundation of the settlement is outlined so that the beginnings of the Irish
community may be understood. The context in which they settled, including the
methodology and terms of recruitment for the militia and the type of men recruited,
is an important consideration in the development of the Irish community. The
initial distribution and denomination of the first and subsequent companies was
also to influence the development of the enclave in Hamilton East rather than
West. The conditions for settlement were not ideal, and the settlers encountered
many difficulties. This was to prove to be a decisive factor in the persistence of the
settlers. The role of religion in the community, and the issues of nationalism, the
evidence for the placement of the original Catholic Church, and its historical
precedence in Hamilton, were all issues critical to the development of the

subsequent Irish community.

The history of its foundation begins with the passing of the New Zealand
Settlements Act of 1863 when the richest agricultural lands of the Waikato were
confiscated from the Maori tribes. Officers of the Imperial Forces chose sites on
the Waikato River for three main proposed Military townships, one of which was

the deserted Maori village of Kirikiriroa, renamed “Hamilton”, (See Map 1).)1

Two sites were chosen for settlement, one on the eastern bank of the Waikato
River and one on the West, therefore “Hamilton East” and “Hamilton West”.
There was enough land between the two for 500 to 600 men2 On the east wide

387 town acre blocks were surveyed on the east side and 259 on the west-3

lpy. Gibbons, Astride the River: A History of Hamilton (Hamilton, 1977), p.35.

2g cMm Norris, Armed Settlers: The storv of the Founding of Hamilton. New Zealand 1864-
1874 (Sydney, 1956), p.40.

3pDH Allen., ‘Military Settlement in the Middle Waikato Basin’, (MPhil, University of
Waikato, Hamilton 1969), p.55.
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Map (1) North Island, Waikato District and Hamilton New
Zealand, showing Military Settlements 1864/1865.
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Kirikiriroa, along with other designated sites, was to be settled by special
Volunteer Corps that had been raised for service in the New Zealand Wars, but the
main function of which was to settle men on the land after the rebellion was over.
These townships were to replace the Imperial Forces and continue to provide a
buffer zone between the North Island Maori people and South Auckland settlers;
“A frontier line to the South of Auckland may be taken up and permanently
guarded by men capable, with little assistance, of resisting the attacks of
troublesome natives beyond it”.4# Premier Alfred Domett, whose ministry
presented the settlement plan to the Governor, believed that the recruits who
would combine the aspects of both farming and defence could be found in the gold
fields of New Zealand and Australia, where Irishmen formed a large part of the
workforce. Men, he said, who were "hardy, self-reliant, accustomed to a bush life

and expert in the use of firearms" .5

The terms of enlistment gazetted in New Zealand on 5 August 1863 included free
passage for those not already in the North Island, pay, rations, and a town and
farm section according to rank.® By 6 October 1863 the first three of four
Regiments were almost formed. The fourth, which was to be settled in Kirikiriroa
(Hamilton), had not yet enlisted one recruit by this time.” The recruitment of the
fourth regiment differed from that of the others in that there were not quite enough
volunteers left in New Zealand. An application was made therefore to the Minister
of Defence by Lieutenant William Steele to recruit in Australia. Steele was asked
to bring back ‘settlers’ rather than ‘soldiers’, who should preferably be married,
respectable and of good character, to ensure that they made permanent settlers.8
The Irish migrants in Australia would have been attracted to the terms of
enrolment, which were; free passage, the promise of land, and no requirement to
fight.° The 4th Regiment, therefore, was to have a different composition to the

others. There would prove to be more Catholic Irish than Protestant Irish in it, and

* Gibbons, p. 30.

 ibid,,

6 Norris, Armed Settlers, P. 17.
7 ibid., p. 19.

8 ibid., p.21.

9 ibid., pp. 21-22.
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which reflected the profile of the Irish migrants to Australia who were

predominately Catholic.

Accordingly, most of the men in the advance party, Captain Steele’s No. 4
Company, were Australian recruited.1® It was not only the greater numbers of
Catholic Irish in the advance party that was to be the reason for the establishment
of an enclave, they were better equipped for survival than the following militiamen
because they had the best selection of available land. Hamilton East had been the
first part of Hamilton to be surveyed.!l The evidence shows that No. 4 Company
built the Hamilton East Redoubt where the militiamen camped while waiting for
their town lot.12 These men received the first balloted land allocations in
Hamilton.13 Map (2) shows the distribution of town acres in Hamilton East to the
men of the advance party, No. 4 Company, and their nationalities. Of the 113 men

in the advance party, the section allocation of 93 can be traced.

The reason for the conglomeration of section allocations around the central part of
Hamilton East was that this was where the best land was, with flat building sites
and proximity to the landing at the river. Almost all of the section allocations to
these men can be traced-14 Although the literature suggests that all land was
balloted, and therefore the distribution was random, the clusters on the map show
otherwise. There are distinct clusters of English and Irish. The cluster of English
militiamen’s sections with road frontage on Clyde Street, Cook Street, Firth Street,
and Albert Street are all almost adjacent to each other. Similarly there are three
distinct clusters of Irish militiamen’s sections. There are in the Clyde Street,
Galloway Street and Wellington Street areas. These initial clusters of particular

interest to the development of Irishtown.

10Nz Army Department, Nominal and Descriptive Long Roll Book Waikato Militia.
Of 113 men in No. 4 Company, 85 were recruited in Australia.

11 Gibbons, p.61.

12 Allen, p.58.

13 ibid., p. 61.

Allen, p. 17. The method of distribution was as follows. “Each Officer and man was entitled to
one town section, and to farm sections varying in size with rank date of enrolment”. Those
enlisting before 1 April 1865 were entitled to the following: Field Officers-400 acres, Captains-
300 acres, Surgeons-250 acres, Subalterns—200 acres, Sergeants-80 acres, Corporals—60 acres,
Privates—50 acres.

14 See Appendix (E).
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Map (2) Hamilton East showing nationality of, and section allocation to, No. 4
Company, 4th Regiment Waikato Militia 1864, and estimated positions of

Catholic Churches 1865, and 1877.
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The cluster of Irish in the Clyde Street area may explain why Moule granted the
land at the redoubt for the building of the first church. For the same reason the
core group of Irish militiamen in the vicinity of the second church may have been
the reason that land was later purchased there for its construction. The group on
Galloway Street could also be assumed to have been another core group that
probably influenced the development of this street into the preferred location for
the civilian settlers of the 1870s. The Wellington Street cluster was situated in
another area that was to later become densely populated with Irish families. An
overall view of the clusters shows that they generally occur in the north-eastern
part of the Hamilton East surveyed area, which complements the later evidence
that the Irish settlers tended to settle in this area.1> The proposal is that these were
not randomly distributed, but were based on nationality rather than religion. This
initial advance party is of interest because they influence the pattern of the
development of buildings. It appears that these men had the advantage of being

offered the prime town sites available.

Land was better on the East side for two reasons. Land adjacent to the river on
the river terraces had the advantage of having already been cultivated by the
previous Maori occupants, rendering the task of growing crops easier for these
first settlers.1® The flat land around the redoubt also proved suitable for cropping.
The following excerpt supports this, “The best selection of land was around the
Hamilton East or Kirikiriroa redoubt, on slight rises; there the land is stiffer and
equally fertile in appearance ... a number of town acres on the eastern side will be
in a thick and high manuka scrub, where soil is not only rich but is quite still
enough for the cultivation of excellent wheat”.17 The land to the east of the river
was also elevated, and the first sections balloted around the redoubt had better
drainage and a flat building platform in proximity to the river landing. Closeness to
the landing was essential for the short cartage of building supplies.1® It is known

that these sections had good elevation;, “...at Kirikiriroa the river flowed 30 to 80

15 Norris, Armed Settlers, p. 212.

16 Gibbons, p. 26.
Norris, Armed Settlers, p.44.

17 Allen, p. 47.

18 William Graham, Plan of Hamilton East, September 23 1864, S.0. 201, A2
LINZ.
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feet below the surface, from the river a series of terraces rose to generally elevated
surface”.1® Sections were also planned to surround a public square, which was
intended to be the town centre.2® The Hamilton East settlement appeared to have

all the requisite components for a successful settlement.

The distribution of sections on the basis of nationality rather than religion raises
some questions about the lack of sectarianism in the preliminary settlement.
However, before the issue of Irish Catholics and Protestants is addressed, the
numbers of distribution of total Irish in the rest of the rest of the 4™ Waikato

Regiment must be considered.

Over 600 men were recruited before 1871, including the advance party.2! After
discharges, desertions, deaths, and substitutions are allowed for, 460 men remained
of whom 456 are recorded as having received their land grants. They received at
least an acre in town and 50 acres in the surrounding farmland. Information on
these settlers can be obtained from the Nominal and Descriptive Long Roll of the
4th Regiment Waikato Militia. This includes name, birthplace, date and place of
enrolment, age, height, occupation, religion (nominated as ‘Catholic’, ‘Protestant’

or ‘Presbyterian’) and discharge dates.22 152 of these men were Irish, 89 of them

19 Allen, p47.
20 Gibbons, p.46.

21 Norris, Armed Settlers, p.24.
The total muster was estimated as numbering 570 men, but the records show that there were 622
recruits including substitutes.

22 N.Z. Army Department, Nominal and Descriptive Roll 4™ Regiment Waikato Militia, the
process of research for this study, a full list of the militiamen that settled Hamilton Was tabulated
for the first time. Appendix (E) details these men, giving their regimental numbers, and where
possible surnames and Christian names. The Irish contingent, and the advance party have been
listed. It remains for the other details from the rolls to be included, so that other studies of the
European founders can be undertaken. Rarely is a source available that offers evidence of
birthplace, religious denomination and occupation as well as physical characteristics. A study
that follows these militiamen from their arrival in New Zealand to their deaths would provide
interesting information on the demographic behaviour of one group of settlers.

Golden, Rev. John, Some Old Waikato Days (New Zealand Tablet Printing and Publishing
Company, Dunedin 1922), p. 57. There is evidence that the last substitution was made between
1869 and 1871. Father John Golden records that a Father Stephen Chastagnon had charge of
Hamilton for about two years and left in 1871. He says that during Father Chastagnon’s tenure a
presbytery was built, and while it was being constructed he stayed with an Ensign John Patrick
Shanaghan. Norris recorded that Baber was the last man enrolled, and that he was the substitute
for Shanaghan. Therefore, he could not have enrolled before 1871 as Shanagahan was
still an Ensign in Hamilton until then.Norris, Armed Settlers, p. 24.
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Catholic Irish. When this number is added to the other Catholics in the Regiment
and using Akenson’s assumption that all Catholics were of Irish origin, it can be
estimated that over a quarter of the Regiment was Catholic. This is higher than
Akenson’s estimation that the ‘Irish ethnic group in the late Victorian era
constituted a little under one-fifth of the New Zealand population”.23 Therefore
there was a larger number than the national average of multigenerational Irish
Catholics in the Regiment. This gave the Irish a significant advantage in
establishing a community. The high numbers of Irish in the regiment, though not
necessarily Catholic, are also important. It has been shown that the early group
clustered on the basis of nationality. It is suggested that this is another reason that
the Catholics were given land for the first church as there was a cultural
camaraderie with the Protestant Irish and there was a reciprocal sympathetic

understanding of their denominational needs.24-

When the farm allocations around the town had been surveyed it was considered
that the men could be self sufficient and they were struck off pay, receiving rations
for a further year.25> Often the farms allocated were largely swamp, or were
completely under water. Colonel Moule received many complaints, such as the
following petition. “More than half the 50 acre lots received...is nothing but
swamp ... Men could not find sufficient dry ground to stand on”.2¢ It is presumed
that the men in the advance party also received the best of the surrounding country
sections. An example of an Irish militiaman who was one of the first 100 to
receive arguably better land was John Crosby, of No. 4 Company who supported
his family from his farm block.2? His son Patrick, who was born on 8 February

1864 was the first white child born in Hamilton.28 His family lived in a tent at first

23 Donald Harman Akenson, ‘The Irish in New Zealand’, in Familia: Ulster Genealogical
Review, 2, (5), 1989, p. 10.

24 152 in the Regiment were Irish, there were 8 Australians. The evidence in

the introduction shows that more Irish migrated to Australia than New Zealand, therefore it could
be assumed that the Australians in the regiment were more likely to be of Irish extraction.

25H. C. M. Norris, ‘Glimpse of Waikato History 1820-1870: The first European settlers in the
Waikato’, Auckland-Waikato Historical Journal, 22, (April, 1973), pp.20-24.
26 Norris, Armed Settlers, p.67.

21Nz Army Department, Nominal and Descriptive Long Roll Book Waikato Militia. No. 122,
John Crosbie.

28 Registrar General, Birth Register, Cambridge, Folio No. 125/1865, Ref. No.81, Entry No. 26.
Waikato Times, July 1902. ‘Death of first white child to be born in city’.

Hamilton East Cemetery Records, No. 1566.
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while waiting for their town acre to be surveyed. The daughter of Patrick Crosby
remembered recalling how John Crosbie (sic) had worked locally whenever work
was available, grew vegetables and grain on his farm, kept a cow and poultry, and
only just managed to feed his family.2? This gives an indication of the difficulties
the other settlers faced. Even men with suitable land had great difficulty accessing
it with heavy loads. A board of enquiry decided that if a militiaman's land was

more than half swamp, another ballot could be made.

Conditions were harsh. The town blocks were too small to furnish a living, so
those with unsuitable farm sections living on their town blocks had to find work in
the vicinity in addition to the food they grew on the acre. They had no money to
spare.30 Two years after the settlement was established, Rev. J. F. Mandeno's

description of Hamilton gives an indication of the severity of the conditions;

"Containing between three and four hundred houses, very straggly, as each
house is built on a separate acre and by no means picturesque, except as the
river which runs through the middle of it makes it so. Still, after riding
three or four hours over the fern, any appearance of civilisation is very
welcome. It has not a thriving appearance about it. The people are

evidently living there till they can get away from their military duties”.3!

The problems the settlers faced included farm sections that were part swamp with
difficult access, and a lack of capital for drainage and cattle. The men were not
farmers, most were tradesmen or labourers.32 The market for crops was in
Auckland and freight costs by river were too high. When militiamen began to
leave after three years, town dwellers were reluctant to leave town for farm

sections, many of which were unusable.33

29 pat Barnett, 22 October, 1992, Tape No. 7, A 7:00.
30 Norris, ‘Glimpse of Waikato History’, pp. 23-24.
31 A Drummond, Early Davs in the Waikato (Hamilton, 1956), p. 192.

32 N.Z. Army Department, Nominal and Descriptive Long Roll Book Waikato Militia
33 Allen, p. 109.
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Even in town conditions were harsh, the ground was covered with manuka scrub
and bracken fern. On the east side a large area of kahikatea bush stood in a
swamp.34 There were gullies and streams cuiting into the sandy pumice soil, and
many lakes and small ponds.35 The forests and scrub areas were wet swamps in
winter.36 There were no bricks and the houses had only earthen floors, wooden
chimneys, and fireplaces. The walls were unlined and all cooking was done
outside.3” Perhaps the conditions were not so unfamiliar to the Irish. The Irish
recruits ranged in age from 18 years to 39.38 This meant that they were born in
Ireland between 1825 and 1846. In Ireland in 1841 40% of the total dwellings in
rural areas were one-roomed cabins made of mud or some other perishable
material. 3° A bed was often straw and basic furniture was lacking.4® This may
have given the Irish a cultural advantage and may explain their tenacity. The
population of Hamilton had dropped from 1445 in 1865 to an all time low of 250
persons by 1869.41 By this time, 25 Irish militiamen remained of the 53 that had
received land in Hamilton East.42 This represents a decrease in the whole
population of more than 80%, while the numbers of Irish in Hamilton East had
decreased by 50% only. The reasons for this tenacity were possibly because the
Irish survived better in the conditions, and the Irish that had received the best land
had established a small cultural cluster with which others identified. It is suggested
that the multigenerational Irish Catholics in the regiment did cluster but there was
also a non-sectarian cultural base between the Irish Catholics and Irish Protestants
that provided mutual cultural reinforcement. This is evident in the way in which
they received the land for their first church, and the probability that they needed

help to construct it.

34 Norris, Armed Settlers, pp.44-45.

35 H.C.M. Norris, ‘Early Europeans in the Waikato’, in Waikato: Man and his Environment,
Edited by. D.H. Goodall, (Hamilton, 1972) p. 33.

36 Gibbons, p.41.

37 Norris, ‘Glimpse of Waikato History’, pp. 23-24.

38 N.Z. Army Department, Nominal and Descriptive Long Roll Book Waikato Militia.
39 F.S.L. Lyons, Ireland Since the Famine (London, 1971), p. 52.

40 Cormac O’Grada, Ireland before and after the Famine (Manchester, 1988), p. 5.

41 N.Z. Government Gazette (1864), pp. 147-156. ‘Population of 4™ Regiment 836 Males and
660 Females, total 1,496.

Rates Rolls Auckland Province 1869, pp. 408—410. [Assessment Roll of the Kirikiriroa Highway
District for the year 1869].
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The Protestant and Presbyterian men had the opportunity to worship. Colonel
Moule conducted open-air services for these men in the Hamilton West redoubt on
the west side of the river.43 The Catholics in the Regiment did not have such a
facility. Because there was a large contingency of Irish and Irish-descended
militiamen, Moule decided to give them land to construct their own place of
worship. There is further evidence of the supplementing of the Irish-born
Catholics with those of Irish descent as provided by a visiting priest’s description

of the early Catholic community in the following excerpt;

"To this isolated community, 14 hours and nine changes of horse from
Auckland, came the beginnings of the establishment of the Catholic Church
in Hamilton, in the form of a visiting priest, Father Vinay, stationed at
Rangiaowhia, who came to celebrate Mass with the Catholic community
between 1863 and 1869. Because of the strong Irish element in the

Waikato Militia there was an average attendance of 57 people at Mass™.44

This shows that there was a definite cluster and further supports the reasons that
the Catholics were granted land. Norris describes the location as an, “exceedingly
picturesque site for a church on a commanding eminence overhanging the river”.4>
It appears that Moule was recognising the importance of appeasing the Catholics in
his Regiment by giving them a quality site. It can be considered that Moule
donated a site that was close to the cluster of Irish in No. 4 Company. This
evidence concurs with a Hamilton historian H.C.M. Norris who observed that
there was a cluster of Irish in this area.4¢ It has long been considered that the first
Catholic Church was built in 1877, in fact the evidence shows that it was “in the

course of erection” in 1865.47 Dr. Peter Gibbons confirms this belief;

43 Norris, Armed Settlers, p.80.

44 ACDA INT. 1/3-6 [Typescript by Rev. E. Simmons, ‘Auckland Parishes, a very small
bedraggled township. Hamilton 1869-1966].

45 Norris, Armed Settlers, p. 106. In the chapter of Armed Settlers relating to 1865, Moule is
quoted as presenting the site for the church to the Catholics. Unusually, Norris has not provided
the exact reference for the quotation so that the source can be checked for possible further details.
In the course of research for his definitive and comprehensive history of Hamilton, Astride the
River, University of Waikato historian Dr. Peter Gibbons has offered the opinion that he found
Norris, who he says was a lawyer, to be a reliable and thorough source, to be a reliable and
accurate source.

46 Norris, Armed Settlers, p. 212.
47 Ibid., p. 106.



20

“Considering the size of the township and the financial problems, it is
remarkable that early in the 1870s three denominations had erected
churches. .. The Roman Catholic church erected their first building soon

afterwards” 48

In the process of this study it was discovered that not only was the first Catholic
church constructed a half a decade earlier than was thought, but that it also
appears to have been the first church constructed in Hamilton. There were four
main churches in Hamilton in the 1870s but the Catholic Church was the first
church to have been started in Hamilton, and possibly the first church built. The
Anglicans began building a church in 1866, but it was burnt down in 1867 before it
was completed.4® The Methodists opened their first church in 1868.50 The
Presbyterians completed theirs in March 1867 51

The implications of this discovery are that the Catholic Irish were an important
element in the consideration of the foundation of the city of Hamilton. They not
only established an ethnic cluster when the indications are that others probably did
not, but also an established historical precedence. Of all the denominations in

Hamilton, the Catholics have had the longest continuity of church buildings.

The original location of the 1865 building predates Church archival sources. No
title exists. Possible sites can be considered through information discovered in the

following published and unpublished recollections. For example, Christopher

Waikato Times ‘Hamilton Centenary Issue’, supplement (Monday, August 24, 1964),

p. 159.

Golden, p. 36. While perhaps this study may provide material for the ongoing debate on the
history and historiography of the Irish in New Zealand, it has also had direct implications for the
history of Hamilton. The discovery of the previously undocumented location, and date of
construction, of the first Catholic Church in Hamilton, has led to a revision of the date of its
founding. It is now considered that the Church in Hamilton began in December 1865, rather
than 1877 as had been thought for many years. The location of the site of the first church in
Hamilton is also of historical significance as the evidence shows that it was probably the first
Church constructed in Hamilton. While the site is presently unmarked, it is hoped that there may
be the facility to do so in the future.

48 Gibbons, p 48.

49 ibid.,

50 ibid.,

51 Waikato Times ‘Hamilton Centenary Issue’, p. 164.
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Carthy, an Irish Catholic Militiaman, had a town section in the northern part of
Hamilton East.52 His son, Pat, has been documented as recalling “wading through
the flax and fern in Opoia Flat to get to the old church ‘at the redoubt’ for
Midnight Mass”.53 Irene Crosby, one of the oral history cohort, recalls a family
memory that her grandfather, Irish militiaman John Crosbie (sic), “got wood to
build the first Catholic Church ‘on the redoubt’.5# Amateur historian, Geoffrey
Roche, the author of an unpublished script on the Catholic Parish of Saint Mary’s
suggested that “it appears to have been in Von Tempsky Street, ‘in part of Moule’s
redoubt’.”’3> The redoubt location is again mentioned in a script compiled circa
1981 by one of the cohort, Zoe Horton.56 In his memoirs, Father John Golden,
priest in Hamilton from 1874 to 1883, writes of the “30 ft long church” and that
“originally it stood ‘at the redoubt’ over the river”.57 A photograph of it appears in
the Hamilton Convent Jubilee publication of 1935 in its later position on Clyde
Street, where it was used as a “school for Primers”.58 This evidence suggests that
the first church was ‘at the redoubt... in the redoubt...on the redoubt’. What the
size or exact site of the redoubt was is not certain, but it is possible that the church
was situated somewhere within it, or within the surrounding military reserve, even
possibly on Colonel Moule’s own selection which was beside the Military
Reserve.(Map 1).

While the precise location has been lost, what is important is that an approximation
can now be made. This church was a permanent structure rather than a temporary
artifice because there is evidence that a presbytery had been built beside it to house
a Father Stephen Chastagnon, who had charge of Hamilton, Cambridge and
Ngaruawahia between 1869 and 187152 Father John Golden notes that after the

church was built the visiting priest had stayed with one of the militiamen until “the

52 No. 352, Christopher Carthy, No. 4 Company, Section No. E119.

53 Rejoice in Hope: Centenary Sister of OQur Lady of the Missions Hamilton 1884-1984, edited by
Sister Mary Audrey Hair (Hamilton, 1984), p. 19.

54 No0.122, John Crosbie, No. 4.Company, Section E 129.

Irene Crosby, 22 October, 1992, Tape 7, A 11:45.

55 Geoffrey Roche, ‘Catholic Parish of Saint Mary’s Hamilton’, October 26, 1965. [Unpublished
personal memoir held at Waikato Historical Society].

56 Zoe Horton, “Memoirs of a long association of her family with St. Mary’s Parish, Hamilton
East’. [Unpublished personal memoir, circa 1981].

57 Rev. John Golden, p. 7.

58 Hamilton Convent Jubilee, p. 5.
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heads of the little congregation...resolved to secure a permanent residence for the
priest and a cottage was purchased” .60 This is evidence that although there were
few early parishioners, they were organised and proactive, which again indicates a
cluster, or perhaps a small community. The Catholic diocesan archives confirm
that the first presbytery was built in 1870.61 Both the church and presbytery were
sturdy enough to have been moved to the Clyde Street site nine years later.62 It is
also interesting that Father Golden makes particular reference to a religious
characteristic associated with Irish Catholics. Father Golden describes James
Shanaghan, presumably son of John Patrick, as “old enough to take part in the
removal and re-erection of the first Catholic Church. His family has inherited the
spirit of their parents and grandparents”.63 In other words, recognisable Irish
Catholic traits could be seen in the behavioural patterns of the first generation Irish
in Hamilton. This is an important consideration in the life of the enclave. It will be

seen that this pattern persisted over three generations.

In conclusion, the Irish settlers had an early historical advantage in establishing a
cluster, not only because the earliest arrivals acquire quality land, but their ‘strong’
presence enabled the construction of the first church in Hamilton. There is also
partial evidence for them being the only nationality to cluster, therefore, the Irish
Catholics not only had an historical precedence in the ‘bricks and mortar’ of the
community, but also in their cultural foundation. The larger numbers in Irish
Catholics and their initial geographical distribution in the in the founding Regiment
ensured that such a cluster was a possibility. This would not necessarily indicate,
however, that they would be persistent, and yet they were. This was because the
type of Irish Catholic settler in the Regiment was hardy, resilient, and stable. They
may also have had more familiarity with the harsh conditions than their
counterparts. There was no evidence of denominational separatism or sectarianism
towards or between the Irish in the Regiment. Instead, they appeared to share a

cultural camaraderie. These considerations support the observation that a cluster

59 Golden, p. 57.

60 jbid., before it was built Father Chastagnon had stayed with John Patrick Shanaghan, quarter-
master at the military camp. No. 530, James (sic) Shanaghan.

61 ACDA INT. 1/3-6.

Weekly News , 18 November 1871. [Bishop Croke’s visit to Hamilton].

62 Golden, p.7.
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of Irish created the foundation for an ensuing enclave. This cluster was shown to
have had attributes that indicated a strong potential for the development of an Irish
Catholic community, including attributed Irish characteristics and observed
religious associations. Most importantly it established the apparatus of the church,
and while in this founding generation the church was located in proximity to a
cluster of Irish, in the following ones the community located itself in proximity to

the church.

Therefore, the development of what came to be known as ‘Irishtown’ can be
directly traced to a combination of the site of the first church, and the behaviour of
a small cluster. In the next chapter it will be shown that its site in Hamilton East
was very important to the subsequent development of the Catholic Community and
associated buildings until it accumulated a total of 14 acres of land in proximity to

the first church over the next seven decades.t4

63 Golden p.58.
64 Waikato Times ‘Hamilton Centenary Issue’, p. 159.



24

Chapter Two: ‘Bricks and Mortar’

The documentary evidence seems to suggest that not only was there continuous
Irish settlement in Hamilton between 1864 and 1940, but a distinct Irish
community. The proof of this community is the general clustering effect over the
period. An initial cluster has been shown in the evidence for the Irish in the
military settlement. In the period after 1870, the Irish militiamen still constituted
a core group that was supplemented by civilian settlers. An intensive new
clustering of Irish Catholics began. The links between the military and civilian
settlers included chain migration, endogamy, and the role of the church. The
statistical information shows that the numbers of Catholics increased and that the
community continued to thrive and grow and remain Irish. The characteristics
that make this community distinctively Irish are explored. The constant pressures
for assimilation on the community including the lack of sectarianism, nationalist
inclination and the lack of competition for work and yet the community did not

begin to dissipate until the 1930s. So why did it survive?

The statistical information provides complete information after 1911 of those
Hamilton residents who were born in Ireland, and those who have nominated
themselves as ‘Catholic’ on the census returns. The classification of ‘Irish’
includes some of those Irish born settlers who arrived in Hamilton with the Militia
and civilian settlers, and also new immigrants who may have come directly from
Ireland, or moved from other areas of New Zealand. Graph (1) shows that the
numbers of Irish-born rose from 1911 until they peaked in 1921 and declined
thereafter, while the Catholic population maintained a steady and notable increase

through the period.

In the introduction, Akenson’s hypothesis was that Catholics as a group can be
used as a surrogate for the multigenerational Irish. Those Catholics born in New
Zealand can therefore be said to be part of the multigenerational cohort of first
and second generation Irish in New Zealand, which was being constantly
supplemented by new immigrants. However, Graph (1) shows that the rise in the
number of Catholics after 1921 was not dependent on the number of new Irish

immigrants, but was being caused by something.



25

Graph (1) Irish and Catholics in Hamilton 1911-1936.
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There are two possible explanations. First, that the immigrants’ families were
more fertile. The baptismal records which will be considered in this chapter
appear to show that immigrant Irish parents had only as many children baptised as
first or second generation Irish.i However, without more detailed study of the
ages of the immigrant women and their patterns of fertility no assumptions can be
made on the possibilities of an increase or decrease in the fertility rate of new
immigrants. Second, the increase in the Catholic population could be directly
attributed to the presence of an Irish enclave in Hamilton. Akenson has concluded
from his own research on the population distribution of Catholic and Protestant
Irish in New Zealand that there was nothing remarkable about the distribution of
Catholic