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Three research aims

RA1: Indigenous Data in Governance

Focus on Collective privacy, Collective benefit

RA2: Indigenous Data in Systems

Focus on Data classification, provenance, and valuation

RA3: Indigenous Data in Artificial Intelligence

Focus on Decolonising algorithms, Indigenising AI, Natural language 
processing and Natural language generation
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INDIGENOUS DATA 
SOVEREIGNTY

Indigenous Data Sovereignty is a 
discourse about rights and interests

 Indigenous / Treaty rights

 Cultural Intellectual Property rights

 Indigenous research ethics, data ethics

1. Data for Governance: Gaining 
access to use data to transform the 
lives of Indigenous people.

2. Governance of Data: Managing 
access to data to ensure use is 
relevant and responsive.



Research Data Alliance International Indigenous Data Sovereignty Interest Group. (September 2019). “CARE Principles for Indigenous Data 
Governance.” The Global Indigenous Data Alliance. GIDA-global.org

CARE Principles for 
Indigenous Data Governance



DATA & INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE CHALLENGES IN AN ERA OF 

Every Indigenous 
community has enormous 
collections and data held 

in archives, museums, 
libraries, repositories, and 
other online databases.  

Significant information 
about these collections, 
including individual and 
community names and 
proper provenance 

information, is missing.

Indigenous peoples 
and communities 

are largely not the 
legal rights 

holders. 

Issues of responsibility 
& ownership, as well as 

the incomplete and 
significant mistakes in 

the metadata, continue 
into the digital lives of 

this material.

There are more 
researchers working 

and collecting 
information, data and 

samples from 
Indigenous communities 

than ever before. 

Open Data, Big Data, Open Science



This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 
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FROM IP TO LICENCES TO LABELS

Traditional
IP

Licences Labels
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From Property to Establishing Indigenous Cultural Authority





DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS IN HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS (CULTURAL HERITAGE & BIOLOGICAL)
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DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS IN GEOLOGICAL AND 
GENOMIC DATABASES













WHAT THE LABELS COMMUNICATE



MANAAKI WHENUA INTEGRATION





IWI PILOT - WHAKATOHEA





667867 records





1203 records













INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES - 35 



INSTITUTIONS - 39 



RESEARCHERS - 112



Dr. Janette Hamilton-Pearce

Local Contexts Programme Lead

support@localcontexts.org

Join our working groups

Cultural Institution Working Group 

Indigenous Community Working Group

Follow us on social media

@LocalContexts

@LocalContextsOrg

CONTACT

mailto:support@localcontexts.org
https://www.enrich-hub.org/enrich-networks
mailto:support@localcontexts.org
http://facebook.com/localcontextsorg
http://twitter.com/localcontexts
http://linkedin.com/company/localcontexts
http://instagram.com/localcontexts
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