
Coastal Storm Database - Event Summary

Location: Gisborne

Event Type: Wave Gisborne Duration (Hours): -

Wellington Duration (Hours): -

Date: 28-29 May 1956 Wind Direction: NE

Origin: Southern Ocean

Type: Anticyclonic

Pressure Gradient:N to NE

Synoptic Conditions
The cause of the large waves off the Gisborne coast has been related to a large anticyclone 
east of the Chatham Islands.  On the 27th this anticyclone was near the Chatham Islands and 
had a NE airstream on it northern side. On the 28th, a strong northerly developed between the 
anticyclone and an eastward moving cyclone that covered NZ.  Either the NE from the back of 
the anticyclone or the strong northerly winds off the east coast were responsible for the heavy 
seas off the Gisborne coast.
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Impacts and DamagesImpact Area
Heavy seas off the coast forced Navy survey launch to return to PortGisborne

Data Source
Survey Launch Turned Back by Heavy Seas:  Gisborne Herald, 29/05/1956, p61

Sea Conditions
Heavy seas off Gisborne
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