Coastal Storm Database - Event Summary

Date: 27 Dec 1962 Wind Direction: S

Event Type: Wind/Wave Gisborne Duration (Hours): 7

Location: Gisborne/Wellington Wellington Duration (Hours): -
Origin: Eastern NZ Pressure Gradient: S to SSE

Type: East Coast Secondary Low

27-Dec-1962 12:00

—-—

Synoptic Conditions
A cyclone developed off the Gisborne coast from a southern trough and covered the upper
eastern North Island. At the same time, a large anticyclone in the south Tasman sea covered
the South Island. Between these features a S to SSE airstream developed over the eastern

North Island.

Sea Conditions

Heavy Seas along east coast

Impact Area

Gisborne L4
East Coast L4
Wairoa L4
Wellington L4

Impacts and Damages
Heavy seas lashing Gisborne coastline

Telephone services out north and south of the city due to fallen trees and
branches

HMNZS Paea, Mako and Ngapona (Fisheries Protection launches) put into to Por
Gisborne to shelter from southerly storm

Telephones out and uprooted trees over the place due to gale force winds

Surface flooding throughout Petone, lots of tree's downed in Hutt Valley, and
many small-scale slips in some suburbs (Korokoro, Belmont)

Ferry sailings of Aramoana cancelled overnight

Ferry Maori and other vessels battled strong southelry winds and heavy seas in
Cook Strait
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Impact Area Impacts and Damages
o Some flight cancellations and diversions
®  Te Aro bath timber wall at Oriental Bay destroyed by sea

Data Source

Wellingtons 6.8in of Rain in One Day: Gisborne Herald, 28/12/1962, p6

Storm Brings More Wind and Rain: Gisborne Herald, 28/12/1962, p6

Wreckage From Fishing Boat Found but Two Crew Lost: Evening Post, 29/12/1962, p10
Percy Reserve a Sorry Sight: Evening Post, 27/12/1962, pl11l

Southerly Scorned the Season with a Vicious Visit: Evening Post, 27/12/1962, p11
Trees Fell on Tents of Campers: Evening Post, 27/12/1962, pl11

Aramoana Had Difficult Time: Evening Post, 27/12/1962, p11

J.V.O Meets Heavy Seas in the Strait: Evening Post, 27/12/1962, p10

Freak Storm in Wellington & Snow in the South: Gisborne Herald, 27/12/1962, p8
Ferry Battles Against Winds: Gisborne Herald, 27/12/1962, p8

Sudden Storm Lashes City & District: Communications Disrupted: Campers Drenched: Gisborne
Herald, 27/12/1962, p6

Old Man Southerly Spoils Festive Season: Gisborne Herald, 27/12/1962, p8
High Winds Cause More Line Damage: Gisborne Herald, 27/12/1962, p8
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