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Dan’s Pakeha Pepeha

» Tena koutou katoa

» Ko Ingarangi te whakapaparanga mai (engari)

» Ko Taranaki te whenua tupu

» Ko Aotearoa taku kainga

» Kei Kirikiriroa au e noho ana

» He Philosophy kauwhau toku umanga i Te
Whare Wananga o Waikato

» Ko Dan Weijers au

» Tena tatou katoa

(Inspired by Opai 2022)



The problem

» Maori are underrepresented
in philosophy (18% instead of
24% for the whole Uni)

» Philosophy is valuable:
majors double their salary in
10 years - best of 50 majors
(WSJ 2017)

» Institutions, education, tax S
etc should not favour non-
Maori

» Our content and approach

may be the main cause of
the underrepresentation
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Programmatic Pakeha paralysis

» Try teaching Maori philosophy

» Hire people that do Maori philosophy
» Outsource Maori philosophy

» Grow Maori philosophy

» In-source Maori philosophy (he aronga takirua!)
» Try teaching some Maori philosophy yourselves

» We try, but worries about cultural appropriation,
tokenism, disservice to ideas

» Some consultation says we can’t without Te Reo,
tikanga, te ao Maori, etc.




Fighting inertia (and Netflix)

* He moana pukepuke e ekengia e te waka
* A choppy sea can be navigated

» Acknowledge failure, strive for success

* Everyone is busy
* Put in the mahi, don’t be the last to take
responsibility

* [t will be uncomfortable; we can’t please
everyone all of the time
e Isn’t it our turn to feel uncomfortable, anyway?
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