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Appendix A 

 

Elicitation Topics 

Topic/ Semantic field Example Sociolinguistic/Syntactic 
information associated with 
this semantic field 
 

Greetings Good Morning/evening/afternoon 
How are you? 
I’m fine Thanks 
 

Phatic functions 

Politeness 

Body Parts my/your/his/her head, arm, 
shoulder, leg, knee, back, belly, 
chest etc 
 

Possession 
(alienable/inalienable) 

Colours black/white or dark/light 
red, yellow, green, blue 
pink, brown, purple, orange 

Categorisation of the natural 
world  
The noun phrase  
Adjectives/stative verbs 
 

Kinship Terms mother, father, brother, sister 
maternal/paternal brothers/sisters 
grandparents 
 

Terms reveal social 
relationships in community 

Number counting 
some, several, many, both, all, 
every 

Definite/indefinite article 
Plural, dual, trial 
Numerals, numeral modifiers 
 

Time today, tomorrow, yesterday 
 

Temporal expresions, deixis 
Present, progressive,past, 
immediate past, future, 
immediate future 
Interrogative, imperative 
Mood, conditional, 
subjunctive, negation 
The verb phrase 
 

Space/location here, there, this, that 
above, below, front, back, middle, 
among, behind, near, beside 
inside, outside, into 
 

Spatial deixis (absolute, 
intrinsic, relative spatial 
expression) 
 

Botanical categories tree, bush, flower 
medicinal, nutritional plants 
  

Categorisation of the natural 
world 

Biological categories pigs, birds, snakes, frogs Categorisation of the natural 
world 
 

Everyday activities Cooking, growing food, washing 

 

Narrative, reported speech, 
habitual  
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Appendix B 

 

Prompts for Text Topics 

Topic Prompts 

Gardening 
 

Where the gardens are, their size, weeding, making the garden, 
tools 
Who goes there, are they shared? 
What food is grown? 
Do the children go? Do they help? 

Family 
 

Description of family, children (ages) 
Growing up, description of mother, father, brothers, sisters, 
uncles, aunts, cousins 

Food Preparation 
 

Who prepares the food, gets the firewood? 
Description of the cooking methods (hangi, bamboo) 
What food is eaten? 
Are there traditional methods of preserving or keeping food? 

Illness/health 
 

How to treat cuts, bruises, headaches, fever, bites, stings etc 
Does someone have special knowledge about these things? 

A typical day 
 

What do people generally do in the course of a typical day 
do they get up early, when do they go to bed? 
When do they eat, clean, wash, garden etc 
Is there a time of day when people get together for a chat, to 
swap news etc 
Who is responsible for certain tasks? What do the children do? 

House Building Who does what, does everyone help each other, is each family 
responsible for building its own house? 
Description of the building process (what do you do first, then 
after this etc) 
Materials and tools, are there separate houses for cooking, 
keeping pigs, chickens etc? 
What does a house look like, have in it (e.g. sitting benches, 
racks for storing things? 

At Home The last time you were at home, who was there, what was 
happening? 
The next time you go home when will this be? Who will be 
there? What you are looking forward to doing? 
What everyone would be doing at home now   
 

Sayings, proverbs, poems, 
songs, dances, stories 

When are these shared or performed? 
How do children learn them? 
Did you get taught any of these?  
Are there stories which explain natural phenomena like the 
weather? 

The current linguistic 
situation 

Who speaks what languages and when e.g. at school, in 
Honiara, in the village(s), at home etc? 
When did you learn to speak them, was this at school? 
Comments about the Kwaraqae spelling system 
How you feel about speaking Kwaraqae 
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Appendix C 
 
 

Semantic Domains 
 (Adapted from Payne, 1997, pp. 55-61)

Semantic Domain Examples Additional Information 
 

Sensation 
 

see, hear, taste, touch, smell, 
observe, perceive 
the smell, sight, taste, pain, heat 
 

Subjects are experiencers 
 

Emotion 
Religion 

fear, like, love, hate, be angry, sad, 
mournful, happy, pleased, grieve, 
the fear, happiness, grief, sadness 
 

May be based on nominal root 
from body part, Includes 
friendship 
 

Communication 
 

speak, tell, say, answer, ask, shout, 
whisper, imply, affirm, murmur 
speech, language, writing, poetry 
 

May be onomatopoeic 
 

Manipulation 
 

force, oblige, compel, urge, cause, 
let,  obligation, cause,  reason 
responsibility, willingness, habit,  
 

Use of physical or rhetorical 
force, includes acts of volition 

Artifact bowl, cup, spear 
 

Man-made - of particular 
interest to archaeologists 

Body Part arm, leg, head, tongue, mouth 
 

 

Flora and Fauna sago palm 
 

 

Food meats, vegetables, drink, breakfast 
 

Eating and drinking 

Health sickness, headache, wound 
 

 

Kinship Term mother, father, son, daughter 
 

 

Quantity few, many, some, one, twenty, first Includes numbers 
 

Animate dog, pig, insect, bird, person 
 

Includes all organisms  

Inanimate sea, land, sky, clouds, water, wind, 
hardness, book 
 

Includes fluids and solids 

Abstract Relation same, different, change, agreement Includes ideas of existence, 
relational concepts (sameness, 
difference, agreement), change, 
order 

Time today, tomorrow, week, month, 
year 

 

Space journey, trip, opening, closing, 
straightness, back, front, edge, 
roughness, size, house, shed, 
village, country, island, clothes 
 

Includes dimensions, 
measurement, form, motion, 
things in space, regions, 
surroundings, coverings 
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Weather to rain, be windy, cold, hot, to 
thunder,  get cloudy, get dark, 
the rain, thunder, lightning 

 

State be cold, hot, broken, rotten, 
melted, skinned, dead, alive, born 
 

For stative verbs, predicate 
adjectives 

Quality 
 

red, green , dark, ugly, beautiful Colours, physical attributes 
May be predicate adjectives 
 

Involuntary Process 
 

grow, melt, die, wilt, dry up, 
explode, rot ,tighten, break 
growth, explosion 

Single argument verbs, undergo 
change of state, without 
volition, not always movement 
through space 
 

Bodily Function cough, sneeze, sweat, vomit, 
urinate, sleep/awaken, cry 
the cough, sneeze, crying, sleeping 

Involuntary but no change of 
state 

Motion 
 

Prototypical: go, come 
Particular manner: swim, run, walk, 
fly, jump, crawl 

 

Locomotion (change of place): 
movement out of one scene to 
another 
 
Simple motion: spinning, jumping in 
place, running within an area 

May behave like stative verbs, 
(change in place metaphorically 
like change in state), loco. preds 
  
Also  treated as nominal preds 

Position 
 

stand, kneel, sit crouch, lie, hang 
 

 

Action 
 

Dynamic (involve change): dance, 
sing, speak, carry 
Non-dynamic: sleep/rest, look (at), 
read, deceive, care for 
 

Voluntary but patient not 
overtly affected 
 

Action Process 
 

kill, hit, stab, shoot, spear 
 

Voluntary action but affected 
patient 
 

the killing, stabbing, spearing 
 

 

Factive 
 

build, create, make, gather, ignite 
 

Some entity comes into 
existence 
 

creation, building, gathering 
 

 

Cognition 
 

know, think, understand, learn, 
forget 

May be based on same root, or 
name of internal body part 
 

idea, thought, possibility, belief, 
error, wisdom, memory, learner, 
information, knowledge 
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