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Should Read 

but never to justify, some of the excesses of men who had for long 
years been the helpless victims of oppression - has exposed me to 
misunderstanding, of course.' 

on finding such 'immoral' behaviour among the Tabernacle youth.46 
The Young Men's Committee 

Presbyterian Theological Hall, Knox College 

the Principal of the Theological Hall, Knox College 

Presbyterian Theological Hall, North felt that recent 

at the Theological Hall, Knox College, but these had proved to be 

1928), p.354 

April 1929 

31 July 1929 

to a posttribulation premillenial point of view 

of the Theological Hall, Knox College, for 

Its 

Baptist, vol.42 no.461 (July 1926) 

Minute Book of Members' Meetings 28 July 1920 to 31 July 1929. 

Davidson, Allan K., "A Protesting Presbyterian: the Rev. P.B. 
Fraser, defender of the faith", Proceedings of International 
Religious Studies Conference, 22-25 August, 1983, Central 
Institute of Technology, Heretaunga, New Zealand, pp.166-94. 

11 O Add 44-46 Marsden, George M., "Defining fundamentalism", Christian Scholars 
Review, vol.1 no.2 (Winter 1971 ), pp.141-51. 
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GLOSSARY 

ADIAPHORA - things indifferent; matters not regarded as essential to 
faith and therefore permissable. The more rigid forms of 
Protestantism te'nd to hold that everything not explicitly permitted in 
scripture is forbidden, while other more accommodating forms regard 
many traditional practices as adiaphora. 

BIBLICAL INERRANCY - the belief that the words, and not just the 
thoughts, of the biblical writers were inspired. The Bible is 
therefore deemed to be free of all error, whether of doctrines, fact, 
or precept. Princeton theology of the late nineteenth century fused 
inspiration and inerrancy in such a way that any demonstration of 
error in the Bible threatened both belief in the veracity of scripture 
and the authenticity of the Christian faith itself. Princeton 
doctrines of inerrancy regarded scripture . as an infallible 
representation of the past, owing to their basis in the pre-Kantian 
and pre-Darwinian epistemologies of Bacon and Newton. Such doctrines 
played a significant role in the fundamentalist/modernist 
controversies. 

BIBLIOLATRY - book-worship or Bible-worship. A pejorative term for 
theories of inspiration which place such emphasis on the authority of 
scripture (including inerrancy theories) that human reason is 
subjugated to the conclusions of literal interpretation. 

DISPENSATIONALISM - dispensationalism finds in the biblical record 
evidence that God deals differently with human beings during 
successive eras of biblical history. Each dispensation brings a new 
test of 'the natural man', who inevitably fails each test, resulting 
in judgement and catastrophe. Dispensationalism was popularized by 
the Scofield Reference Bible, published in 1909. C.I. Scofield's 
seven-fold dispensational scheme became a kind of orthodoxy. His 
seven dispensations were: Innocence (before the Fall), Conscience 
(from the Fal l to the flood), Human Government (ending with Babel, but 
still continuing for contemporary Gentile nations), Promise (from 
Abraham to Moses), Law (ending in the death of Christ), Grace (from 
the cross to a period of great tribulation, followed immediately by 
Christ's return to earth and victory at Armageddon), and the Kingdom 
(personal reign of Christ for a millenium, ending with Satan 'loosed 
for a little season' but quickly defeated. The close of the Millenium 
ushers in the 'new heavens and new earth' of eternity). 

DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENIALISM a species of premillenialism which 
sees the second coming of Christ as a necessary response to the 
failure of human beings to meet the vital test of the last 
dispensation of human history. While all dispensationalists are, by 
definition, premillenialists, not every premillenialist is a 
dispensationalist. Dispensational premillenialism is a worldview of 
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the twenties, within the university Christian groups. Kemp played no 

part in the schism from the Auckland University College Student 

Christian Movement of a Brethren-led Student Bible League. His more 

scholarly protege, classics lecturer E.M. Blaiklock, also lent no 

support to the separatist group, thinking that their zeal was greater 

than their wisdom.20 

By the time Kemp had an opportunity to observe first hand the 

detrimental effects of the American fundamentalist/modernist 

controversy, his fundamentalist stands were already making an impact 

on popular piety in New Zealand. His 1926 preaching tour overcame the 

'tyranny of distance' which distorted Kemp's perceptions of the 

controversies before 1926. 

fundamentalism, although built 

nevertheless belonged to the 

Kemp's response showed that 

as a movement around anti-modernism, 

broader revivalist and evangelical 

traditions. The revivalist and evangelical in Kemp was distressed at 

the whole American situation, in which fundamentalists and modernists 

had fought with 'unbelievable bitterness'. Kemp acknowledged that 'a 

degree of suspicion and disquiet is hampering work dreadfully' . 21 

While Kemp had predicted a 'church split' between fundamentalists and 

modernists, he had to report, on the contrary, that it was the 

fundamentalists themselves who had split into 'pacifists and 

pugilists.' No church split had occurred in New Zealand, owing to 

both the lack of a tradition of modernism, and the absence of a strong 

separatist wing in the Baptist and Presbyterian denominations. New 

Zealand society as a whole remained unaffected by American 

fundamentalism. The piety of New Zealanders was not necessarily 

expressed through affiliation with church institutions. In the 1920's 

New Zealand society was marked generally by secular political, 

economic and social concerns, which were more important than 

theological and religious concerns. The British Isles had been saved 

from harmful controversy through the work of A.S. Peake in 

popularising biblical criticism, and through the ancient channels of 

communication between theological chair and pew, which kept lay people 

informed of theological developments. Kemp's difficulty in 

understanding why such controversy in America had prevented much of 

the interdenominational work run on Keswick lines showed the 
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simplicity of his understanding of the American religious problems. 22 

The only explanation he offered was the all-pervading suspicion among 

evangelicals themselves. Kemp's own shift of emphasis away from 

militant fundamentalism back towards a pre-eminently revivalist 

concern for evangelism and missionary war~ reflected the inbuilt 

tensions of the fundamentalist movement in these years of controversy. 

The twin fundamentalist concerns of fighting apostasy and pursuing 

soul-winning were conflicting tendencies, which meant that many 

potential fundamentalists in .New Zealand did not identify fully with 

fundamentalist attitudes. The absence of aggressive modernism among 

Baptists in New Zealand accounted for the lack of any fundamentalist 

campaign to purge the denominations. 

Through Kemp's min i stry New Zealnad conservative 

evangelicalism became susceptible to American influences in a manner 

more pervasive than any other previously experienced. On the basis of 

the work done so far, some ideas 

about these Amer i can influences. 

could be put forward tentatively 

Until scholars identify those 

aspects of the 'New World ' in cultural and intellectual life in New 

Zealand that are counterparts of the 'New World' in America, it is not 

possible to delineate fully the specifically American aspects of 

fundamentalism which had a bearing on religious life in the dominion. 23 

It is clear, however, that Kemp was a brilliant proselytizer of 

American fundamentalist concerns in New Zealand. · Some of the definite 

American characteristics were, first, a tendency to exaggerate rather 

than moderate theological differences, and, secondly, a tendency to 

fling at others accusations of theological unsoundness without being 

willing to meet those of differing views face to face in open 

theological dialogue. In addition, Kemp duplicated in Auckland many 

of the marketing techniques employed by his American fundamentalist 

counterparts, in order to stir up fundamentalist fervour in the 

dominion. 

To conclude, Kemp ' s fundamentalism had both constructive and 

destructive effects on conservative evangelical Christians in New 

Zealand. It was a two-edged sword that both helped and hindered. It 
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was the basis of much positive evangelism and missionary endeavour, 

and gave hope to many threatened in the uncertain postwar world. Its 

neat compartmentalisation of life into fixed categories of 'saved' and 

'unsaved', 'sound' and 'unsound', and 'spiritual' and 'carnal' 

focussed the blurred distinctions of contemporary society and made 

sense of apparent chaos. Kemp's fundamentalism threatened to 

straitjacket the intellectually curious, who found such dichotomies 

inadequate. Those who persevered with the painful task of integrating 

their evangelical faith with the irreversible intellectual 

developments of the nineteenth century achieved ultimately an 

apologetic true both to the complexities of their own society, and of 

the tensions inherent in Christian truth. 
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FOOTNOTES: 

1 The Reaper, vol.11 no.7 (Sept 1933), p.146. 

2 For Kemp's involvement with the Crusader Movement and the 
Children's Special Service Mission (C.S.S.M. ), see Peter J. 
Lineham, No ordinary union, centenary history of Scripture Union 
in New Zealand, Wellington, Scripture Union in New Zealand 
Incorporated, 1980, pp.32-3. Other dimensions of Kemp's 
leadership are discussed on pp.30, 31, 33, 36, and 80. Kemp was a 
Vice President from 1931-33. 

3 During the latter part of Kemp's ministry when economic depression 
gripped New Zealand, some Protestant churches played a crucial 
role in providing a theological base for the social policies of 
the first Labour Government, elected in 1935. 

4 Transcript of interview with the Rev. J. Ayson Clifford on 15 May 
1986, p.4. 

5 Transcript of interview with the Rev. Eric Batts on 5 January 
1984, p.7. 

6 Transcript of inferview with Gordon Brookbanks on 27 May 1986, 
p.20. 

7 Blaiklock, E.M., Between the morning and the afternoon, the story 
of a pupil-teacher, Palmerston North, The Dunmore Press, 1980, 
p.18. See also Transcript of interview with Prof. E.M. Blaiklock 
on 22 Aug 1983. 

8 Batts transcript, p.7. 

9 Brookbanks transcript, p.17. 

10 Simpson commentary, p.12. 

11 Brookbanks, p.16. 

12 Simpson Interview, p.2. 

13 Winnie Kemp, p.30. See references to 'the blood'. 

14 Simpson Interview, pp.1-2. 

15 While Kemp was on leave in the United States in 1926, a brief 
controversy arose in The Baptist over the relevance of the 
fundamentalist/modernist controversy to religious issues in New 
Zealand. In response to a correspondent who claimed that the 
terms fundamentalist and modernist were diametrically opposed, 
J.J. North insisted that these labels had no local significance: 
'The American labels, "Fundamentalist and Modernist" are American, 
and they stand for very little out here, and for nothing at all in 
our own Church ... we have no connections with the American party 
labels', see New Zealand Baptist, (July 1926), p.189. 
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16 Transcript of interview with the Rev. J. Ayson Clifford on 15 May 
1986, p.6. 

17 Lineham, 'Finding a space for evangelicalism', p.8. 

18 Transcript of interviews with the Rev. Don Dickson on 1, 2 Nov 
1983. 

19 Letter from the Rev. J. Ewen Simpson, 25 September 1985. 

20 Transcript of interview with Marjorie Haughey (nee Pettit) on 12 
Nov 1983, p.3. 

21 New Zealand Baptist, "Editor's interview with Joseph W. Kemp", 
vol.42 no.466 (Dec 1926), p.337. 

22 Idem. 

23 Cf. Daniel Joseph Boorstin's The Americans: the colonial 
experience, New York, Random House, 1958; The Americans: the 
democratic experience, New York, Random House, 1973; and The 
Americans: the national experience, London, Weidenfeld & 
Nicholson, 1966. I am indebted to Prof. John Jensen for these 
references. 
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