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  Waikato Land Confiscation, 1864 

 

   In December 1864 at the end of the Waikato war, most 

Māori-owned land in west Waikato was confiscated by the  

Colonial Government. Many dispossessed Māori moved to 

settle south of the confiscation boundary line marked by the 

Pūniu River. That area became known as the King Country 

through its association with Tāwhiao, the Māori King, who 

had also taken refuge there.  

 

   Governor George Grey then rewarded the men of the  

various militia who had fought for the Government by  

allocating them land in the region previously owned by 

Māori. New military towns such as Alexandra (Pirongia) 

and Kihikihi were also established to guard the frontier. 

 

   The land that would eventually be the location of the  

University of Waikato to the east of Hamilton was part of 

the land confiscated at this time. 

Map (courtesy of Te 

Ara) showing Waikato 

Land Confiscation 

                                        

  Part of Governor Grey’s  

1864 Proclamation 

 

By His Excellency Sir George Grey, Knight Commander of the 

Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and  

Commander –in-Chief in and over Her Majesty’s Colony of New 

Zealand and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. 

 

It is therefore declared and made known that the Governor 

will retain and hold as land of the Crown all the land in the 

Waikato taken by the Queen’s forces, and from which the 

rebel Natives have been driven within the following lines, 

that is to say: 

 

Commencing at Pokorokoro in the Gulf of Thames, thence 

proceeding southward in a straight line to the Hapua Kohi 

pass, thence in a straight line to the summit of  

Pukemoremore, thence in a straight line to the summit of 

Maunga Kawa, thence in a straight line to Pukekura, thence 

in a straight line to Orakau, thence in a straight line to the 

nearest point of the Puniu River, thence following the Puniu 

River to its junction with the Waipa River, thence in a 

straight line to the summit of Pirongia, thence in a straight 

line to the nearest point of the Waitetuna River, thence by 

the Waitetuna River to Waingaroa Harbour, thence by that 

harbour to the sea, thence by the Sea Coast to the Waikato 

Heads… 

 

Given under my hand, and issued under the Public Seal of 

the Colony of New Zealand, at the Government House, at 

Auckland, this seventeenth day of December, in the year of 

our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

 

G. Grey, Governor 

God save the Queen! 

Governor George Grey Tāwhiao, Māori King 
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  Later Aerial Photographs – 1995 

 

   In 1995, the University was 30 years old and well established on the Hillcrest campus, occupying land on either side 

of Hillcrest Road. Hamilton Teachers’ College had amalgamated with the University to become the School of Educa-

tion in 1991. Trees around the campus were now well established. The University Library building at the centre of the 

campus had just been extended. 

1995 

          

 Later Aerial Photographs – 2001 

   By 2001, the Performing Arts Academy had been built alongside Knighton Lake. The first part of Gate 2B carpark off 

Knighton Road has replaced one of the football fields. Facilities Management has moved into ne premises at the corner 

of Ruakura and Silverdale Roads (top centre). The nearby new housing development of Nottingham Drive between 

Ruakura and Old Farm Roads can be seen at the northwest (top left) of the photograph. 
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