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Abstract

The secondary energetic neutral atom (ENA) mechanism proposed to explain the ribbon-like enhancement of
ENA emission observed by Interplanetary Boundary Explorer (IBEX) involves a pickup ion (PUI) ring-beam
population beyond the heliopause. The stability of this highly anisotropic PUI distribution is crucial for
determining the physical process responsible for the ribbon formation. It has been proposed that PUIs with pitch
angles near 90° can become trapped via the magnetic mirroring process in the turbulent magnetic field of the local
interstellar medium. However, the turbulent mirroring scenario typically neglects self-generated waves excited by
the kinetic instabilities of the ring-beam PUlIs, which can efficiently scatter PUIs in pitch angle. Using a
magnetohydrodynamics—particle-in-cell approach implemented in ATHENA++, we simulate the evolution of the
ring-beam PUIs, incorporating both large-scale interstellar magnetic fluctuations and microscale self-excited
instabilities. We examine the competition between turbulent mirroring and pitch-angle scattering by the self-
generated waves. Our results show that the PUIs can be rapidly scattered toward a nearly isotropic distribution on
the order of one day, much shorter than their characteristic lifetime of a couple of years. This suggests that
theoretical difficulties remain for maintaining an anisotropic PUI distribution in physical models of the IBEX
ribbon.

Unified Astronomy Thesaurus concepts: Pickup ions (1239); Heliosphere (711); Magnetohydrodynamics (1964);
Space plasmas (1544); Interstellar medium (847); Interstellar magnetic fields (845); Particle physics (2088)

1. Introduction

The Interplanetary Boundary Explorer (IBEX; D. J. McComas
et al. 2009a) observed a narrow band of enhanced energetic
neutral atom (ENA) emission with energy ~500eV to ~6 keV
across the sky via its IBEX-Hi instrument (H. O. Funsten et al.
2009a), known as the IBEX ribbon. The ENA emission has an
intensity ~3 times brighter than the surrounding globally
distributed flux and varies in width, with a full width at half-
maximum ranging from ~15° to ~25°, depending on the energy
channel (H. O. Funsten et al. 2009b; S. A. Fuselier et al. 2009;
D. J. McComas et al. 2009b, 2010; S. J. Noh et al. 2025;
D. B. Reisenfeld et al. 2026). It is widely believed that the ENAs
of the IBEX ribbon are coming from the region outside the
heliopause where the line of sight (r) is approximately normal to
the local interstellar magnetic field (LISMF; N. V. Pogorelov
et al. 2009; N. A. Schwadron et al. 2009), ie., B - r ~ Q.
Numerous theories and models have been developed to explore
the origin of the ribbon (see D. J. McComas et al. 2014, and
references therein, as well as more recent models such as
P. A. Isenberg 2014, J. Giacalone & J. R. Jokipii 2015,
E. J. Zirnstein et al. 2020, and S. Xu & H. Li 2023). The most
accepted explanation for this origin is the so-called secondary
ENA mechanism (D. J. McComas et al. 2009b). As the solar
wind (SW) flows radially away from the Sun, typically at speeds
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ranging from about 300-800 kms™', a population of the SW
ions becomes neutralized due to charge exchange with
interstellar neutrals, and the resulting atoms continue to
propagate with the velocities of the parent SW ions. The
neutralized SW (NSW) particles, also known as primary ENAs,
propagate outward through the heliosphere with mean free paths
that can reach thousands of astronomical units (au); after entering
the VLISM, their mean free paths decrease to hundreds of au or
less, and charge exchange with interstellar thermal ions converts
them into pickup ions (PUIs). With a mean lifetime of ~ 12 yr,
those PUIs undergo another charge exchange with the interstellar
neutrals and become secondary ENAs, some of which may
propagate back to the inner heliosphere and be detected by the
IBEX as ribbon ENAs.

The secondary ENA concept can be manifested via two
distinct scenarios. One is known as the “weakly scattering”
scenario, in which the ring-beam PUIs maintain an anisotropic
velocity distribution that is preferentially perpendicular to the
LISMF. The numerical simulations based on this scenario
could reproduce a comparable ENA intensity with IBEX
observations (e.g., J. Heerikhuisen et al. 2010; E. J. Zirnstein
et al. 2018; Y. Huang et al. 2025). However, V. Florinski et al.
(2010) noted that such a ring-beam distribution would excite
magnetic fluctuations and thereby isotropize PUIs on a
timescale much shorter than the lifetime of the PUIs. Some
subsequent studies indicate that rapid isotropization may not
be inevitable. For example, the Alfvén—ion-cyclotron (AIC)
wave growth rate depends on the ring’s perpendicular thermal
spread (i.e., ring thickness) and local plasma conditions, and
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there exists a “stability gap” in which broadened rings have a
strongly reduced growth rate and can persist much
longer (E. J. Summerlin et al. 2014; V. Florinski et al.
2016). Complementary kinetic studies further suggest that
stability can occur when the distribution is neither too narrow
nor too broad; however, adding an additional, broader PUI
component (hot “halo” PUIs) can restore stronger wave growth
and accelerate isotropization (J. Niemiec et al. 2016). Thus, the
stability of ring-beam PUIs remains an active topic, with many
studies still reaching opposite conclusions under different
conditions (e.g., K. V. Gamayunov et al. 2017, 2019; K. Min
& K. Liu 2018; A. Mousavi et al. 2020, 2022, 2025). To avoid
relying on sustained weak scattering, N. A. Schwadron &
D. J. McComas (2013) proposed a “spatial retention” scenario,
in which the PUIs could be trapped due to the resonance of
PUIs with the generated Alfvén waves. Based on the spatial
retention model, the ribbon simulation by E. J. Zirnstein et al.
(2019) shows that the simulated ENA intensity of the ribbon is
approximately 2 times smaller than in the observation,
indicating that an additional source of enhanced PUIs is
needed.

J. Giacalone & J. R. Jokipii (2015) proposed a new model
for the IBEX ribbon, suggesting that the magnetic turbulence
can efficiently trap ions with initial pitch angles near 90°
through mirroring effects (see also E. J. Zirnstein et al. 2020;
S. Xu & H. Li 2023; E. J. Zirnstein et al. 2025). In their test
particle simulation, the velocity distribution of PUIs within the
ribbon’s ENA production region (where B - r ~ 0) is strongly
anisotropic, exhibiting a pronounced peak near 90°. In the
regions with lines of sight approximately 10°—15° from the
B - r ~ 0 direction, a group of reflected particles in the velocity
distribution is seen, revealing the mirroring process. However,
the turbulent mirroring model neglects the magnetic fluctua-
tions excited by the microscale instabilities of the PUI ring
beam, which may efficiently scatter the PUIs. Therefore, it
remains unclear whether turbulent mirroring can dominate
over PUI scattering by self-generated waves in maintaining an
anisotropic PUI distribution.

To investigate this problem, in this paper, we simulate the
evolution of the ring-beam PUISs in both large-scale interstellar
magnetic fluctuation and microscale self-generated waves,
using a magnetohydrodynamics—particle-in-cell (MHD-PIC)
approach implemented in ATHENA++ (X. Sun & X.-N. Bai
2023). In this method, the background plasma is treated as an
MHD fluid. The PUIs ionized from the neutral SW are treated
as macroparticles, which are collisionless on the timescale of
interest, so that they are only subject to the Lorentz force. The
PUIs provide feedback to the background plasma through their
bulk quantities, such as charge density and current density
(X.-N. Bai et al. 2015), similar to the traditional PIC /hybrid—
PIC approach (V. Florinski et al. 2010; V. Roytershteyn et al.
2019). In our 1D simulation, the PUIs have an initial ring-
beam-like distribution, and the magnetic fluctuations of
interstellar turbulence are initialized as Alfvén waves whose
power spectrum matches the observations by Voyager 1. Even
though the large-scale magnetic fluctuations restrict the PUI
pitch-angle scattering through mirroring effects, our simula-
tion results show that the PUIs generate Alfvén-ion-cyclotron
waves and are scattered to a nearly isotropic distribution due to
the self-generated waves within a short duration (~several
days) compared to their lifetime of a few years. Therefore,
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theoretical difficulties remain for maintaining an anisotropic
PUI distribution in physical models of the IBEX ribbon.

The paper is organized as follows: in Section 2, we
introduce the methodology of the MHD-PIC simulations,
including the governing equations (Section 2.1), the setup of
background plasma and particles (Section 2.2), and initializa-
tion of preexisting magnetic fluctuations (Section 2.3). We
discuss the evolution of the magnetic fluctuation and PUI
distribution in Section 3. A summary and a discussion are
provided in Section 4.

2. Methodology

ATHENA++ is a high-performance, state-of-the-art frame-
work for MHD simulations in plasma physics (J. M. Stone
et al. 2020). In this work, we employ the hybrid MHD-PIC
module, recently integrated into ATHENA++, for modeling the
kinetic behavior of energetic particles (X. Sun & X.-N. Bai
2023). In this method, only the energetic particle population
(e.g., pickup ions or cosmic rays) is represented by macro-
particles, whereas the rest of the plasma is treated as a
continuum fluid governed by the MHD equations. The
macroparticles experience only the Lorentz force, and their
feedback on the MHD fluid is incorporated through their
number and current densities. In our problem, the particle
population is initialized with a prescribed velocity distribution
(ring beam introduced in Section 2.2), which includes a finite
velocity-space spread as appropriate for the application.

This MHD-PIC method has previously been applied to
investigate magnetic fluctuations driven by energetic particles
and the associated evolution of their pitch-angle distributions
(e.g., X.-N. Bai et al. 2019). Here, we apply the MHD-PIC
code to simulate the evolution of the ring-beam PUI
population in the presence of both externally imposed large-
scale magnetic fluctuations and self-generated waves. We also
perform a comparison run in which the PUI feedback to the
MHD fluid is disabled. This allows us to investigate the impact
of self-generated waves on PUI evolution, in addition to the
effects of turbulent magnetic mirroring.

2.1. The Governing Equations

Since in our work the PUIs have energies of ~ 1keV, their
governing equations are nonrelativistic:

dx

— =V, 1

" )
b l(E + L B), )
dt m c

where x, v, g, m, and c are the position, velocity, charge, mass
of the particle, and the speed of light, respectively, while E and
B are the electric and magnetic fields at the particle positions,
respectively.

In this model, we expect the PUI density to be much smaller
than the plasma density, i.e., Npy; = N;; N,, and this is the
regime where the formulation can be applicable. The MHD
equations of the plasma fluid, including the feedback from the
PUISs, are (X.-N. Bai et al. 2015)

Op+ V- (pu) =0, 3)



THE ASTROPHYSICAL JOURNAL, 1000:203 (10pp), 2026 April 1

where r is fluid density, u is bulk velocity, P is pressure, and

the fluid energy density is given by
P 1 1
E= + —pu* + —B?, 6
r-1 2p 2 ©

where I' = 5/3 is the adiabatic index. Note that the unit for
magnetic field has magnetic permeability being one, and
factors of 1/+/47 are absorbed. In each cell, the PUI number
density Npy; and current density Jpyy are given by

Npup = f F(t, %, V)d, %)

Jrur = CIfo(l, x, v)d* = gNpu1Upur, (8)

where f(t, x, v) is the phase distribution function of PUIs, and
Upyy is the mean drift velocity of the PUIs.
In the MHD-PIC method, the induction equation is

OB =-V (cE), ©

and the generalized Ohm’s law in the presence of PUIs can be
written as

where R = Npuyi/Niora 18 the ratio of the PUI number density to
the total number density.

In Equation (10), the first term on the right-hand side is the
conventional inductive term in MHD, and the second term is an
additional contribution arising from the presence of PUIs
(hereafter the PUI-Hall term). We have neglected the conven-
tional Hall term, o<J X B, and the electron pressure gradient
term, < V P,, which become important at scales comparable to
or smaller than the ion inertial length, i.e., kd; %o 1 (k is the
wavenumber, d; is the ion inertial length, d; = ¢/ W,;, and W,,; is
the ion plasma frequency). In our setup, the resonant
wavelength at initialization is | s = 2pv”0/ Q7 2pd; with
Vio 7 Va (Section 2.2), but the waves that carry the largest
power excited by the ring-beam PUIs occur at much larger
scales, ~2pv,/€;; 161 s. Therefore, for the dominant wave
power in our simulations, kd; = 1, and it is justified to neglect
the conventional Hall and VP, terms.

Furthermore, following X.-N. Bai et al. (2015), we quantify
the importance of the PUI-Hall term using

which measures the PUI-induced electron—ion drift,
in units of the Alfvén speed. The PUI-Hall term srgmﬁcantly
modifies the magnetic-field induction only when this drift becomes
Alfvénic (A ~ 1). In our simulations, as R = 1, we observe
A = 1, which confirms that the PUI-Hall term has a negligible
effect on the results.

In the MHD-PIC code, we solve the MHD equations using the
van Leer integrator (B. van Leer 1979) with piecewise parabolic
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reconstruction and the Roe Riemann solver (J. M. Stone &
T. Gardiner 2009; J. M. Stone et al. 2020), and we advance the
kinetic particles with the Boris pusher (J. Boris et al. 1971). To
integrate for a full time step At, the van Leer time integrator and
the Boris pusher employ two stages with midpoint states of the
physical quantities at /™ = /™ + At/2 so that they can achieve
second-order temporal accuracy. The integration time step At is
adaptive. In the van Leer integrator, Atz is constrained to satisfy
the standard Courant-Friedrichs—Lewy stability condition
(J. M. Stone & T. Gardiner 2009). In the Boris pusher, during
a time step Az, we ensure that particles cannot cross more than
two cells or rotate by more than 0.3 radians, a condition that has
been tested to ensure sufficient accuracy in particle orbital
integration. See X. Sun & X.-N. Bai (2023) for more details on
the implementation.

2.2. Setups for Background Plasma and PUI Particles

In this paper, we are interested in the pitch-angle
distribution of PUIs in the ribbon ENA source region, where
the line of sight is nearly perpendicular to the LISM. For
simplicity, we neglect the draping geometry of the LISMF and
set up a 1D simulation box that is aligned along the ambient
magnetic field with periodic boundaries. In the
simulation box, we assume a homogeneous magnetized
plasma with the ambient magnetic field By = 4 mG, plasma
density nyg = 0.1 cm 3, and temperature 7 = 2 X 10K
(J. Heerikhuisen et al. 2016; E. J. Zirnstein et al. 2020). These
parameters correspond to the sound speed ¢, ; 16.6kms ',
Alfvén speed V. : 27.6kms ', ion cyclotron frequency
Q,;; 0.038 sfl, and ion inertial length d; ; 725 km. The cell
length is A, = 05d; and the total box size is

= 5.12 x 10°A,, which corresponds to about 12.4 au.
The reason to choose this box size is that the scale of the
magnetic fluctuations outside the heliopause is estimated to be
tens of au (E. J. Zirnstein et al. 2020).

To initialize the PUIs with a ring-beam distribution, we refer
to a fitted parent NSW velocity distribution from the global
heliosphere model in J. Heerikhuisen et al. (2016). We choose
the parent NSW velocity distribution at r = 136 au in the
direction toward the ecliptic J2000 coordinates (258 63,
—2178), shown in their Figure 8. In the phase space
distribution f(v,, v), the ring-beam distribution appears as a
thin, elongated ridge, in which the phase-space density is
concentrated over a broad range of v, (the “ring”), while v is
narrowly distributed with a small net drift (the “beam”). For
simplicity, we ignore the dependence of the ionization rate on
the speed of NSW particles as it makes little difference in the
densest region in the distribution for PUIs, which contributes
the most to the excited waves. Under this approximation, the
parent NSW distribution provides the relative phase-space
density of PUlIs, so we construct the normalized PUI
distribution by setting fpyi(v) x fnsw(v) and determining the
proportionality constant from [fpyidv = Npy;. In our
problem, we set the absolute normahzatron by adopting a
PUI number density of Npy; = 10~* n, consistent with the
values extracted from the global heliosphere models used in
J. Heerikhuisen et al. (2016) and E. J. Zirnstein et al. (2016).

In our MHD-PIC simulations, the number of particles per
cell (nppc) is set to 100. Unlike the traditional hybrid—PIC/
PIC simulation, the MHD-PIC code has signiﬁcantly reduced
the numerical noise as the background plasma i is treated as a
fluid. Test runs with nppc values ranging from 10? to 10* show
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Figure 1. Power spectra of magnetic fluctuations at #$2; = 0, 100, 1000, and 3500 are shown by the black, blue, green, and red curves, respectively. Panels (a) and (b)
represent the cases without and with the feedback of PUISs, respectively. The black dashed lines indicate the spectra calculated using Equation (12), which has a

Kolmogorov slope g = — 5/3.

Figure 2. Magnetic fluctuations at #2; = 3500 for simulations without (green) and with (red) PUI feedback in the entire domain (top panel). The corresponding
profiles at X/D = 400, 1100, and 1900 are presented in panels (1)-(3), respectively, where D = 1000d; is the scaling factor.

scaling factor. We can see that the fluctuation magnitude varies
significantly across the box, reaching up to dB, /By ~ 0.28.
Because the waves propagate at the Alfvén speed and cannot
travel across a large fraction of the domain during the
simulation time, the large-scale pattern of dB, remains nearly
unchanged. The most important difference between the two
curves is the excited waves, which cause additional

fluctuations in the case with PUI feedback (red curve). To
reveal the detailed difference between the two cases, we
selected three local regions of width 1000d; centered at
X/D = 400 (panel (1)), 1100 (panel (2)), and 1900 (panel (3)),
respectively. These locations are chosen because they
represent different strengths of dB,, which lead to distinct
evolution of the PUI pitch-angle distributions, as we will
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Figure 3. Velocity distributions in V; — V, space. Panels in the top row ((a-1), (a-2), and (a-3)) and bottom row ((b-1), (b-2), and (b-3)) correspond to cases without
and with PUI feedback, respectively. The three columns, from left to right, display the states at #£2; = 100, 1000, and 3500. The color bar indicates the normalized

particle phase density.

discuss in Section 3.3. The averaged amplitude of the excited
waves is on the order of dB, /By ~ 0.02. From the panels (1),
(2), and (3), we can read that their characteristic wavelength is
~25 d;, corresponding to a resonant wavenumber kd; ~ 0.25. It
is consistent with the scale of the enhanced power in
Figure 1(b).

3.2. Evolution of Pitch-angle Distribution

Figure 3 shows the PUI velocity distributions for the cases
without and with PUI feedback in the top and bottom rows,
respectively. From left to right, the columns correspond to
1Q; = 100, 1000, and 3500, matching the times used in the
power spectra of Figure 1. The initial distribution at #(2; = 0 is
not shown here, but it agrees well with the NSW velocity
distribution described in J. Heerikhuisen et al. (2016). At
1Q; = 100, both runs exhibit some scattering away from the
initial narrow structure of the red region. However, in the case
with feedback (panel (b-1)), the densest part of the distribution
(red and pink region) is slightly shifted more toward negative
m(mis the pitch-angle cosine), indicating an early asymmetry
in pitch-angle scattering. This behavior suggests enhanced
pitch-angle scattering in the presence of self-generated waves
compared to the case without feedback, and a persistent barrier
to crossing m= 0 (e.g., J. R. Jokipii 1966; R. C. Tautz et al.
2008). At later times, #£2; = 1000 and 3500, the two cases have
significant differences. Without PUI feedback (panels (a-2)
and (a-3)), the distribution remains strongly anisotropic, with
the main high-density region largely preserved and confined to
Ve, ~ — 5V, to 3V,. In contrast, when PUI feedback is
included (panels (b-2) and (b-3)), pitch-angle diffusion
becomes much more efficient, and the distribution spreads
over a much wider range of velocities, approaching a nearly
isotropic state.

Figure 4. Evolution of <r’rf=) for the cases without (green curve) and with (red
curve) the PUI feedback in the simulation, respectively. The black dashed line
represents the (NT) = 1/3 for an isotropic distribution.

We use the averaged square of the pitch-angle cosine, (n’?>,
as a measure of the anisotropy of the PUI pitch-angle
distribution. Figure 4 shows the time evolution of (nT) for
the cases without and with PUI feedback, plotted as the green
and red curves, respectively. The black dashed line marks
() = 1/3, corresponding to an isotropic distribution.
Initially, (nF) ~ 0.005 in both runs and increases rapidly to
~0.01 within the first few tens of gyroperiods. This early, fast
growth reflects a transient adjustment of the PUIs to the
preexisting magnetic turbulence, during which the system
relaxes toward a quasi-steady configuration. After this
transient phase, in the case without PUI feedback (green
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curve), (nF) increases approximately exponentially, appearing
as a nearly linear trend on the logarithmic y-axis. Extrapolating
this trend yields an isotropization timescale of ~2.0 105 ;!
for the distribution to reach (nf) = 1/3, which corresponds to
a few months.

When PUI feedback is included (red curve), right after the
initial transient adjustment, there is a time period (until
1; ~ 100) where () grows slowly, nearly identical to the
green curve. The reason is that during this phase, the instability
waves are yet to be excited, so that the particles are mainly
scattered due to the background fluctuations. After that (nT)
grows much more rapidly up to #€2; ; 1000 (~7.3 hr) and then
continues to increase at later times. The corresponding
isotropization time is on the order of one day, which is much
shorter than the typical PUI lifetime of ~1 yr. In particular,
global simulations by Y. Huang et al. (2025) indicate that the
most favorable pitch-angle range for producing an ENA ribbon
with observed width and intensity is m ~ —0.3 to ~0.3
(neglecting the draping of the local interstellar magnetic field),
corresponding to (NT) ~ 0.06. Our results therefore show that,
once self-generated waves from the secondary PUIs are taken
into account, the PUIs could reach this level of anisotropy for
producing an IBEX ribbon in several hours, well before they
are typically neutralized again.

3.3. Spatial Variations of PUI Pitch-angle Diffusion within the
Simulation Domain

In this section, we investigate the spatial distribution of (1)
and compare in detail how turbulent mirroring alone and self-
generated waves shape the PUI distributions. For the case
without PUI feedback, Figure 5 shows the evolution of the
spatial profile of <mz> (panel (a)), the domain-averaged pitch-
angle distribution (panel (a-0)), and the local pitch-angle
distributions at X/D = 400 (panel (a-1)), 1100 (panel (a-2)),
and 1900 (panel (a-3)). In each panel, we plot snapshots at
1€2; = 0 (black dotted), 500 (blue solid), 1000 (green solid),
2000 (orange solid), and 3500 (red solid). The black dotted
curves in panels (a-0)—(a-3) are scaled by a factor of 0.3 for
clarity. Panel (a) shows that (nT) is obviously nonuniform in
space, indicating that the strength of turbulent mirroring varies
across the domain. This is expected since the preexisting
fluctuations have a correlation length on the same scale as L,.

The domain-averaged pitch-angle distributions in panel
(a-0) show that, without PUI feedback, the anisotropy is only
slowly reduced by pitch-angle diffusion, consistent with the
gradual increase of (nT) in Figure 4. The maximum pitch-
angle cosine allowed by turbulent mirroring is (e.g.,
T. G. Northrop & E. Teller 1960)

| 6B
N — 15
max 6B + B, (15)

which depends on the local magnetic fluctuation strength.
Note that in our problem, only perpendicular magnetic
fluctuations are permitted. Using the domain-averaged var-
iance dB/B, ; 0.088, we obtain max == 0.28, consistent with
the bandwidth in panel (a-0). To illustrate the spatial variation,
we examine three slices at X/D = 400 (panel (a-1)), 1100
(panel (a-2)), and 1900 (panel (a-3)). At X/D = 400, where
dB/B,; 0.03 (Figure 2), the distributions remain confined to a
narrow band, in agreement with .~ 0.17. At X/D = 1100
and 1900, where dB/B, ; 0.081 and 0.216, the corresponding
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max == 0.27 and 0.42 result in a wider quasi-trapped region,
and the PUIs quickly fill this range with only gradual evolution
thereafter. Overall, Figure 5 shows that turbulent mirroring
produces spatially varying confinement in mthat is consistent
with the mirroring process.

The situation is markedly different when PUI feedback and
self-generated waves are included (Figure 6). Compared with
the case without feedback, the spatial distribution of (1)
(panel (b)) becomes progressively less anisotropic as time
advances, and by 7£2; = 3500 the red curve has approached
(nf) ;0.3 over most of the domain. This corresponds to a
nearly isotropic pitch-angle distribution on the global scale.
The domain-averaged distributions in panel (b-0) show that the
initially narrow, highly anisotropic peak gradually flattens out,
while the strong peak has essentially disappeared at
12; = 3500. These features indicate that self-generated waves
dominate pitch-angle diffusion and can overcome the con-
straints imposed by turbulent mirroring.

Panels (b-1)—(b-3) show local pitch-angle distributions at
X/D = 400, 1100, and 1900, i.e., at positions that previously
exhibited different mirroring strengths in Figure 5. Although
the overall rms of the magnetic fluctuations does not change
substantially relative to the case without feedback, the
evolution of the pitch-angle distributions is fundamentally
altered. In all three local regions, we now see strong pitch-
angle scattering that quickly fills the previously quasi-trapped
m regions and drives the distributions toward isotropy. The
differences between the slices are most apparent at #2; = 500,
when the self-generated waves are still growing. For example,
in panel (b-1), the blue and green curves appear as smooth
broadening of the initial distribution, while in panels (b-2) and
(b-3), the blue curves still show pronounced peaks near the
edges of the mirroring range, reflecting the residual influence
of turbulent mirroring where dB/B, is larger. After #Q; = 500,
however, the self-generated waves become strong enough at
the resonant scales that they dominate scattering, allowing
PUIs to escape from the quasi-trapped mregion and thereby
erasing the mirroring-induced structures seen in the case
without feedback.

These results show that self-generated waves can efficiently
scatter PUIs even when their contribution to the total rms
magnetic fluctuation is very small. The mirroring bound
(Equation (15)), which could describe the case without
feedback, breaks down once PUI-driven instability grows. In
other words, PUI pitch-angle diffusion is controlled not simply
by the overall fluctuation level, but especially by the self-
excited wave power at resonant scales. Therefore, in the case
with PUI feedback, the enhanced self-excited waves funda-
mentally change the pitch-angle diffusion and enables rapid
isotropization of the PUIs even in the presence of large-scale
fluctuations.

4. Summary and Discussion

In this work, we have investigated the stability of a PUI
ring-beam population embedded in large-scale interstellar
turbulence and microscale self-generated waves, using the
MHD-PIC module of ATHENA++. In this approach, the PUIs
are treated as macroparticles, and their feedback on the
background plasma is self-consistently included. The PUIs are
initialized from a NSW parent distribution based on global
heliosphere modeling, while the interstellar magnetic fluctua-
tions are represented by a slab spectrum of parallel-
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Figure 5. Evolution of the spatial distribution of (n‘F) (panel (a)), domain-averaged pitch-angle distribution (panel (a-0)), and pitch-angle distributions at X/D = 400
(panel (a-1)), 1100 (panel (a-2)), and 1900 (panel (a-3)) for the case without PUI feedback. Here, D = 1000d; is the scaling factor. In each panel, snapshots at #; = 0
(black dotted), 500 (blue solid), 1000 (green solid), 2000 (orange solid), and 3000 (red solid) are shown. Note that in panels (a-0)—(a-3), the black dotted curves are

scaled by a factor of 0.3 for clarity.

propagating Alfvén waves with a Kolmogorov power law,
consistent with Voyager observations.

We find that the ring-beam distribution excites low-
frequency waves near the AIC branch. The power spectra
show clear enhancements of typical self-excited waves peaked
around kd; ~ 0.1-0.4, with peak power exceeding the
background turbulence level by up to 2 orders of magnitude.
These self-generated waves fundamentally change the PUI
pitch-angle evolution: the PUI distribution is rapidly scattered

toward isotropy, and the domain-averaged (r‘rﬂ reaches ~one-
third on the order of one day, far shorter than the typical PUI
lifetime of ~1 yr. Our results indicate that the resonant
scattering could overwhelm large-scale turbulent mirroring in
PUI pitch-angle diffusion.

These results have important implications for IBEX ribbon
models that rely on long-lived anisotropic PUI distributions
beyond the heliopause. While earlier test-particle simulations in
prescribed turbulence (e.g., J. Giacalone & J. R. Jokipii 2015;





