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This dissertation examines the history of physically disabled children in New
,4{//
C

Zealand between 1935 and the mid 1980s. It is designed to provide an insight into
a dimension of history that has been missing from mainstream histories. It
examines official and popular attitudes towards disabled people and the changes

to these over the period discussed here

Using a range of primary and secondary materials, this study indicates the ways
the notion of ‘social utility’ has given way to discussions about equality with
regards to the role of disabled children in New Zealand society. The dissertation
introduces ideas and theories about the study of disability in a general sense and
applies them in a New Zealand context. It also introduces ideas about childhood
and applies these to disabled children in New Zealand. This dissertation explores
events that have been pivotal in the study of disability, for example, the
emergence of the Crippled Children Society (later CCS) and changes in the fields
of rehabilitation and special education. Events such as the beginning of Social

Security are discussed in the light of their impact upon childhood disability.

Other developments in the health sector such as the increase in orthopaedic
practice have had an impact upon the lives of disabled children. This dissertation
explores the relationship between the field of Orthopaedics and the Crippled
Children Society which was the main agency providing for the needs of disabled
children. A further area that is explored is the influence of visiting specialist Dr
Earl Carlson as well as parental guides upon the treatment of disabled children.
The final section looks at the changes in special education including ideas about
inclusion and mainstreaming. It discusses the notion that education changed from
a focus on utility to one of equality. It also explores the role of the family with

regards to education.
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Appendix 7

Disabilities by type,1960

STATISTICAL REVIEW

Retrospective—Since the i incorp: ion of tho Society on 29th 1st Aprll 1968 to S31st December 1886,
May 1935, the following table the ber of cages regi d Cases registered 31 March 1966 ~ s £4 530
with the Branch sa shown at each Annual Meeting : Cured i Y iy M
First 1936 Number of cases registered 92 Teanaforil to other Branelion .. 4
. 3 Address Unknown .. .t wo: 2B
Second w 3981 - . » 166 Died . 3
Third .. .. 1938 i Rl &3 248 ' e >
Fouxth .. 1939 5 PR - 336 gn::uizrlswnm 2 -31
Fifth .. .. 1940 i A e 482 24 Years of sge. 2 i
gi.!'-h .- ]lg:; » P ”» 49: 486
venth 5 »”» w on » 49, - 2
Eighth .. 1943 2 e i 558 New Registrations .. e . _:!_l.
Ninth .. .. 1944 - . “ 838 .
Tenth T leds s e & 842 Total cases registered as at 31 Decomber 19686 540
Eleventh .. 1848 i & e -0 886
Twelfth - .. 1047 5 g - 709 Disabilitles Registorsd
Thirteenth .. 1948 > Vi i i 712 Congenital deformities :
Fourteenth .. 1849 4 o A » 721 Cleft Palate . o iy .
Fifteenth ... 1960 - ¥ " 727 Club Fest .. P ‘e . 108
Sixteenth .. 18561 - 5o > o 715 Dislooated Hip ‘e . .. 88
Seventh .. 19062 - o » 761 Spina Bilida o 3%
Eighteenth .. 10853 - o = 734 Other congenital doformlhu e .
Nineteenth .. 1054 .., Fig W 4 704 — 289
Twentieth ., 1956 =, o a5 s 698 T.B. Bone and Joints .. . 3
Twenty-fist .. 1966 " s F 850 Other forma of Bone Discase v e 10
Twenty-second 1857 - P =t 634 Qther forms of Joint Disense e e 34
Twenty-third 1968 - il g 800 Poliomyelitis va wary @ = o 34
Twenty-fourth 1959 - o3 » 508 Cerebral Palsy P e s ) 116
Twenty-fifth .. 1980 = % . 419 Muscular Distropho via . e 3
Twenty-sixth 1916 . 551 2 W 440 Amputeos .. % 14
Twenty-seventh 1802 F WS " 489 Disabilitios due to m)ury, frncmron,
Twenty-cighth 1963 § % 471 burns, ete 10
Twenty-ninth 1804 " » 457 Defecta of ctuwe growﬂx snd de-
Thirtieth .. 1804 ” » 511 velopment oo 12
Thirty-first .. 1968 W e 530 Other conditions .. N . oe sie 20
Thirty-second  (3lst —
Decomber .. 1988) o . s AE TOTAL i . . 548

~

X

New Zealand Crippled Children’s Society, New Zealand Crippled Children Society Thirty-third
Annual Report (Wellington: Crippled Children Society, 1967)



Appendix 8

Special Schools in New Zealand 1960.

E. 1 6

~ The range and extent of the work in special education are indicated’

1n the following table:
¥ MNumber

of Srhoals, Number Number of

Clazses, or of Pupils Tezchery

: » Clinice

Biind and partialiy sighted children

Special classes lor partially sighted chiliren .. 6 7 8

N.Z. Foundatinn for the Blind School® o 1 66 Z
Drgf and partially deaf chitdren
- Special clasy for partially deaf chiidren vy 4 9 1

Special elass for severely deal childrin » 1 6 1

Schools far the deaflt = s s 2 296 39

Specialist visiting teachers for school for the deaft e 4l 8
FPlysically handicapsped gnd delicats childven

Cercbral paky schools i 5 6 117 31

Health camp schools 7 317 15

Hespltal clazses s = T - 42 519 42

Special classes and schosls {or physically handi-

capped children . ® % 4 96 b
Spoech defective children

Speech clinics i i v o 60 1,717 &0
Mentally backivard children

Special clasws for backward children . | ¢ 67 H9 (7

Special schools for backward childcent 2 111 9
Intellectuatly Aondicapped children

Occupation cenures b, - s 12 365 37

Occupation groupst o5 o A Ii 99 ‘i
Educationally retarded chitdren ‘

Remedial claszes and ciinics | e dw 7 115 7
Specint clarcs for madedfiisted chitdren i 1 14 i
Prisons end Institutions for delugudnt children

Prison classest s X i . 7 165 7

Schopls and rlasses for dehinguerns . ; g 46 3
Hundicatiped childven nat abla to gitemd schuol

Correspondence School 4 - —_ 1 154 5
Guidarics seruices

Psychological servicet 5 » e 3 2 21

Visiting teachers .. i . 4 ite s 27

Reading consulsant ¢ s > Wik 2

Unless otherwise indicated immediate conteal
listed ahove iv iz the hands of education boards.

*Residentinl schon! under the comrnl of sha New Zeiland Foundativn Tor the fiind, The
total cost nf the cdacation of the thildren is met by the partmenr of FEducation.

$lochudes sperial cdugation seryices direstiv under 1he contvol of the Depacanen of Edueation,

Peivale parr- o [ull-dime unis operaded br the parents {ur small numhers of intellectualty
handicapped childeen. They receive nanual granos-im-aid from the Department ol Educulion.

of the clasaes, scheols, and services

Minister of Education, *Special Education for the Handicapped’, Appgndices 1o theﬁJournals of
the House of Representatives (Wellington: R.E. Owen Government Printer, 1960), E.1. p.6.
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LIST OF SOURCES

I have divided the following sources into primary and secondary material. Within
each I have devised a number of sections. Primary sources are divided into Official
Government Sources (acts and reports), CCS Related Sources (CCS Library Sources
and CCS related material) and autobiographical material. The secondary source
section is divided into books, (general and disability related), articles, unpublished
material and Internet sources.
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Departments of Social Security and Health, Growth and Development of Social
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Autobiographical Material

Butterworth, Karen, Mind Over Muscle: Surviving Polio in New Zealand (Palmerston

North: Dunmore Press, 1994)
McEldowney, Dennis, The World Regained (LLondon: Chapman and Hall, 1957)
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(Auckland:Solent Publishing, 1992)

Spencer, B., Peter John (Whitcombe and Toombs Litd, 1969)

Van Etten, A Muir, Dwarves Don’t Live in Dolls Houses (New York: Adaptive
Living, 1988)

Shelley West, Shelly Has a Baby: The remarkable story of Shelley West, (Auckland:
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Crippled Children Society, New Zealand Crippled Children Society Thirty-second
Annual Report (Wellington: Crippled Children Society, 1967)
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