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ABSTRACT 
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This dissertation examines the history of physically disabled children in New 

b b~5/~J Zealand between 1935 and the mid 1980s. It is designed to provide an insight into 

fr~ ~Jtl-=to~ a dimension of history that has been missing from mainstream histories. It 

examines official and popular attitudes towards disabled people and the changes 

to these over the period discussed here 

Using a range of primary and secondary materials, this study indicates the ways 

the notion of 'social utility' has given way to discussions about equality with 

regards to the role of disabled children in New Zealand society. The dissertation 

introduces ideas and theories about the study of disability in a general sense and 

applies them in a New Zealand context. It also introduces ideas about childhood 

and applies these to disabled children in New Zealand. This dissertation explores 

events that have been pivotal in the study of disability, for example, the 

emergence of the Crippled Children Society (later CCS) and changes in the fields 

of rehabilitation and special education. Events such as the beginning of Social 

Security are discussed in the light of their impact upon childhood disability. 

Other developments in the health sector such . as the increase in orthopaedic 

practice have had an impact upon the lives of disabled children. This dissertation 

explores the relationship between the field of Orthopaedics and the Crippled 

Children Society which was the main agency providing for the needs of disabled 

children. A further area that is explored is the influence of visiting specialist Dr 

Earl Carlson as well as parental guides upon the treatment of disabled children. 

The final section looks at the changes in special education including ideas about 

inclusion and mainstreaming. It discusses the notion that education changed from 

a focus on utility to one of equality. It also explores the role of the family with 

regards to education. 
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Appendix 6 

Children in bath, Example of treatment 

Christchurch Times, Marcb 28, 1935 (Wellington: CCS Library). 
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Appendix 7 

Disabilities by type, 1960 

STATISTICAL REVIEW 
RetrospecUve-Since the incorporation of tho Society Qn 29th ht Aprll 1989 to Sht December 1986. 

May 1935-. the following table indice.tee the number of0M68 regil'teted C- .-.giat.ered 31 Ma"'h 1066 630 
with t~ Branch aa ehown at. ea.ch .Aru\ual Meeting : CUN<i 13 

Fint 1936 Number of ...... registered 92 
TranJett6d t~· othe; Branehes 4 

.. AddreM Unknown .. 16 
Second 1037 155 Diod 3 
Tlilid 1938 246 

.. .. With.drawn 3 
Fourth 1930 338 Oyor 21 yean of·•ge 
Fifih .. 19,0 '"' <6 
Siath 1941 ,ae 486 
Seventh 1942 49% New Regiatration. .. 01 
Eighth 19U 668 
Ninth .. 1944 6311 Total • ._ reg..t......d u •t 31 o ... rober 19e6 646 
Tenth 1945 642 
Elev&oth 1940 686 

Dlsabllttles Re(bterod 
lwolftb 10<7 709 
Thirt.eonth 1048 712 Coogen.ital de(ormiliee ; 

. Fou.rle6nth 111,u 721 Cleft P•lat.e .. 52 

Fifteenth 1950 727 Club Feet. 108 

Sun-nth 1961 716 Dialooatod R.ip 66 

& v ent.h 1062 701 Spina Bifida. . . 12 

Efghteenth 1963 734 Ot.hin congenital doformitioe 61 

Nineteent h 10:W 704. zeg 
Twenti$1.h )966 896 T .B. Bone and J oint.a 3 

Twont.y-firfl.i. l968 660 ·Other Corme o( Hons Dieeaae 10 

T\l'enty-80Con<l 1967 6H Ot.her fonn• uC J oh1t Di.~~ 34 

Twenty-third 105B 600 Poliomyelitis 34 

Twenty-fourth 1950 !I08 Cerebral PaI.,y 11 6 

Two nLy-fift.h .• IQBO 419 Mu.aular Di11tropho • 
'Twenty-sixth 1grn HO Amput.ooo .. .. .. . . 14 

'£wen t.y -aevent.h 1902 469 Di.e&bilitit.111 J1.10 t o iujury. frect.uroe. 
Twenty-oigh\h 19fi3 471 huJ'NI, et.c. 10 

Twenty-ninth 1904 467 Defect. of st.a.nee. growth a ml de-

Thirtieth 190 ~ 611 velopment 12 

'I'hirty-ffr9t 1968 630 Oiher conrlit.iona 20 

· Thirty-aecond (31ot 
60 December • • 1066) .. '! · 

646 TOTAL 
~ 

. \ 
New Zealand Crippled Children ' s Society, New Zealand Crippled Children Society Thirty-third 
Annual Report (Wellington: Crippled Children Society, 1967) 
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Appendix 8 

Special Schools in New Zealand 1960. 

E. 1 6 

The range and extent of the work in special ~ducalion axe indicated 
in the foJlowin:g t~ble; 

Blind il/1.:l p,.rlwliJ _righted diildm 
Special clil.S:!~ for pania.lly sight,d child trn 
N. Z. Foundatfou for the [ljj,,;I .Sd1ool• 

Draf llnd ()4rlittll) .u,if chiu!wt 
· S~cial cla~ for parti.111;- deaf r.nildrcn 

S~ciaJ d;us for s~vcrdy deaf chitdn~n 
Schoeb for th~ d.,aft • . . , 
Spccia.lbr ,·islting teacher1 for scho"I for tbe deilft 

Ph;;sfoaU.7 lra.wu.11.J,~d wnf dd1'-r:it1 . du'td,en. 
Gct"dn11.l palsy sc;hools 
Health eamp !c:ho<)i;J 
HD$p,tal r:lasscJ 

'. 

Special ch~ and ~,:hools for phy~lcally handi­
capped children 

Sp(ed: dif~ctir.~ ,hi!Jrm 
Spe~ch dfoi.:£ 

afr111.a!!J odeh'-·11,J ,-hildm, 
Six:cia.l c!a.s,il:R for b:ack\.-ai-d ~hilch-ie.n . . 
Spe('i:,,] ~~hool\ fr,r backward chiidrmt 

b1ttltul=LJy handimtpul (hiUren 
O,cupat io11 cemrH 

. Occupation group~! 
Eaucalia:wlly "ei11rdd ,J,i(Jr,m 

Remeclial cl&i&e3 and di'lit'.1 .. 
.S(!tdnl da;sfo, mal,u!jrJJltd dr.iMr~n , , 
Priro11.; azid lm!ituli'Pls fer .uJu,q..tn: ~.Jr.itdrm 

Pnsc.n cl~st , • . 
SchoL)b and clru.;e3 for ddinqu C'll!f 

HLJ.n.di,i;pp:-d d1iJ.dm1 nlll ab/./1 /11 aJUJt.J t.lwcl 
Co~pondoenc e Scho()I t 

Guid1Jnr,, ~rf.'ic<'.i 
Psychoiogic~I ~ervieet 
Visitlng lcachen .. 
fu adiz,!: comul!.:tnt t 

:-lun\btr 
cf SrhMl<, 
CL&sse.,. or 

Cli11i"" 

6 
I 

r 
1 
2 

6 
7 

-1-~ 

!jO 

67 
2 

12 
l i 

7 
l 

7 
'2 

Ninrib~r Xumb-er ol 
;if Pu1>iu Teaclom 

67 
'j6 

9 
6 

295 

117 
317 
549 

l, 717 

949 
111 

365 
gg 

115 
a 

16.5 
46 

154 

5 
7 

I 
1 

39 
8 

3-1 
15 
42 

~ 

60 

m 
9 

37 

7 
l 

7 
3 

5 

21 
27 

Un]cis othr:r,.·i.v. indicatul immedla.tc Clintro,l <.>f lhe c]a:;~'.:;, 5choo[r,. 
li$ted ahol'e i, irl chc h.uuh nf educatiun L<;,~rds. o..nd 

:?, 

ll"_n ·,cci 

•Rc,iden1:~1 sch=! t1t1cloer llie rnurml ('I .dw. N.-w Z< i,land •"<mo ,la, t ,u11 ·ror !"-~· Jllw-d. Tl.c 
tr>1~l c:..,n· nl rhe- 01.foc ,uir.n ol t!,~ <bil,lrc11 i, mtr tiv 1.1',e Dt:1J.J.Ttmr-11r r,I F.<luca.tir>n. 

trt1,!,_1d,oi; ., .. ·,i:\I c<l"c~tion ~~r\iicu direq lv IUl~r:r ·~~ Nlt'l to·<.>L of. tb .... ll t' l'·IIUn"m oi Educ:it iori. 
!P(j,·,,tc ti•rr- c,c hll·(UUC, unit, tJl )C<;lJJ'J t,y !be 11:irents fo:r ,mall blrn11,.,,., or intdloecm:i.Jt~· 

hantlk:iri>o.J. childrrn . Th•r rrc.pi,·e Pnr.UAl {r• n1J· u1-a.i,I lu, m 11,t D.-ii~tmcnt or EJu·cutiun. 

Minister of Education, 'Special Education for the Handicapped' , App~ndices to the / 011rnals of 
the House of Representatives (Wellington: R.E. Owen Government Pnnter, 1960), E.1. p.6. 
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