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Kia ora koutou – welcome



Gender and geography at Waikato university
Historically linked to radical geographies – Evelyn Stokes
Shaped by Robyn Longhurst and Lynda Johnston

Since feminist voices began to be audible in geography in the 1970s, questions concerning gender issues have been addressed in an increasing number of specialisms




Introduction
• We have three main ideas to structure the 

workshop:

1. What does geography add to gender?

2. Affect in the classroom

3. Personal politics; the personal is political 



Humour is a good start

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aifppWWc
444
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Write one thing that resonates and one question

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aifppWWc444


Geography and gender

• Geography as historically a colonialist, white 
male pursuit

• Michelle Manhanti
‘Geography is as white and male as professional 
golf’

• Changing times or is the old boys club alive 
and well? 



Gender in Geography
• What are gendered geographies?

Quick exercise:
Which spaces do you typically associate with 
women and femininity?

Which spaces do you typically associate with 
men and masculinity?
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Spatial scales:
‘the body’, home, workplaces, streets, cities

Social relations: reproduction, gendered division of labour (workplaces), migrant labour, diaspora

Gendered geographies – inequality in the discipline of geography as a historically colonialist, white, male pursuit



Netballers sell domestic 
products and their bodies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fear of risk and women socially constructed as the weaker, fairer sex – aggression, competition and contact sport are discouraged as un-womanly
Silver ferns players advertise ovens, washing machines and are backed by supermarket giant New World and Fisher & Paykel
The netballers are constantly linked with domestic spaces of the home and/or their sexualised bodies
The top left photo is of a Bristol school netball team
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All Black advertising are dark tinted and powerful looking but they constantly link the players with the game of rugby –most ads that utilise the all blacks link the players to the game – poweraid and adidas

These are gendered representations in sport



Gender as social 
difference
• Gender is ONE axes of social difference

• The dangers of a single story:
• There is no such thing as a single issue 

struggle, because we do not live single issue 
lives (Audrey Lorde) - on intersectionality

• Feminist geographers include critical focus on 
multiple axes of social difference
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Group discussion (5 mins)

Feminist geographies – critical geographies of social difference



Group exercise: affect in 
the classroom

How and in what 
ways could you 
make the class-room 
both a safe space 
and an 
uncomfortable space 
to talk about gender? 
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Individually take 5 minutes to reflect on a teaching situation that made you and/or your students uncomfortable:

In pairs discuss: what caused this? How did you deal with it? What learnings did you get from discomfort?

How do you make the classroom a safe space to be uncomfortable? (10 mins discussion): Reflection exercises/Journals

Pushing the boundaries/challenging in order to lay bare the gendered politics and social/cultural rules that govern everyday life (power of representation and discourse)

i.e. in crossing boundaries I teach a session on Bestiality to talk about queering  the human-animal relationship 
The topic rests heavily on issues of consent and cultural framings of sex and sexuality
- The students have read a  about how a man died through anal penetration by a horse which is a caused a bizarre sex panic. (yet a woman and a dog – not so horrifying apparently)
This frisson, admitting being squeamish by the topic exposes ideas around cultural expectations of sexuality and is one of the most productive discussion classes I teach.



Write a quick note 
answering…

•What does feminism mean to 
YOU?
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Personal politics

• Adding your stories …
• Being valued and valuing a feminist ethics
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Louise Johnson back in 1989 distinguished between feminist geography (which seeks transformation of how we live and work)  and ‘gender geography’(as another dimension of social life to be incorporated within existing frameworks)

I think this separation continues . The interface between geography and feminism is and should be promoted as a political positioning.





Reason with a Capital R

• The messy materiality of bodies is often 
associated with women, femininity and 
Otherness

• So too are emotions, especially those that are 
heightened or considered excessive

• “Not a harmless omission, rather it contains a 
political imperative” (Longhurst 2000)
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Some topics are more easily taught and valued than others. 

Through my experience, there is a continuing struggle to include feminism and gender in geography and to be valued as a feminist scholar.

Robyn argued 17 years ago that invoking bodies in geography that are ‘mess- and matter-free’ is ‘not a harmless omission, rather, it contains a political imperative that helps keep masculinism intact’ (2004,4 and 23).

Although her example is a little specific – I feel reason with a capital R is economically valued and by dualistic association gender and feminism as the Other is subsequently devalued.
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