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Conventionalism in lzydora Dambska (1904-1983)

Ulatowski, Joseph
University of Waikato, New Zealand

Popular among members of the Lvov-Warsaw School conventionalism is the view that
statements, particularly those that make up scientific theories, may be supported not only by
empirical evidence but also by convention (Jedynak 2009). Since, on this view, conventions
may change in accordance with what the consensus believes, conventionalism is susceptible
to the charge that it is a form of relativism. On her unique version of radical conventionalism,
Izydora Dgmbska (1938/2016, 1973) argues that conventionalism does not lead to relativism
but actually provides support in opposition to it (See also Jadacki & Brozek 2016; Pakszyz
1998; Wolenski 2001). On Dgmbska’s radical conventionalism, it doesn’t lead to relativism
because conventions do not have to be arbitrary. Conventions may be a certain kind of
agreement, decision, or custom. For Dgmbska, conventions are not arbitrary because they are
pragmatically justified: they are a piece of data that serves a specific aim for a view or theory.
And, according to Dgmbska, conventionalism opposes relativism because acceptance of such
a moderate pragmatically motivated form of conventionalism may be reconciled with the
absolutist conception of truth. Conventions provide the necessary conditions of the decidability
of sentences instead of support for their truthfulness.
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