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Chronological modelling of village sites across the Torres Strait utilises legacy archaeological data and new '*C dates to investigate temporal events associated with major settlement expansion over the last two
millennia. This research is the first attempt to chronologically model all archaeologically dated Torres Strait village sites and aims to further understand the impact that the timing of village site development had on
cultural transformation and ongoing ritual development throughout the Torres Strait. By employing rigorous quality assurance techniques and utilising isotopic, archaeological/ethnographical and chronometric
information we aim to constrain the timing of these events.
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Preliminary Modelling Results: MARINE20 and IntCal20
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to give a final start and end ages of village sites across the Torres Strait.

Fig 4. (Below) Timeline includes important climate and cultural events for

the Torres strait during the last 2500 years BP. * ENsO = El Nifio-Southern
Oscillation shifts, ITCZ = Inter Tropical Convergence Zone

Fig 1. 8'°C values of bivalve species within the '“C Torres Strait database.
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{1) Using the stable Barhur[l ur:le (51°C) values from indicated by orange bar (Tagliabue and Bopp 2008). Gefonia expansa and
bivalves from archaeological sites we assess the Tridacna sp. have 8"C values which significantly depart from the modelled
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(3) Building reliable chronological models of Village
sites. Results from island groups are modelled using Fig 2. Change in AR values moving from West to East using new

Bayesian methodologies to determine the start and MARINEZ20 corrections. Trendline based on a 4-point moving average.
end dates for site occupation across the Torres Strait.



