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(a) Outline of academic activities 
 

The academic activities involved a wide range of work including: 

(1) presenting 4 seminars at four different universities:  

- Kagoshima University, Kagoshima 

- Kyoto Prefectural University, Kyoto  

- Tokyo Metropolitan University, Hachioji, Tokyo  

- Meiji University (Ikuta campus), Kawasaki, Tokyo 

- the seminar presentations were ~50 minutes in duration with questions and 

discussion for up to ~30-40 minutes following the presentations 

(2) presenting a ~40-minute public lecture in Kirishima City (attracted audience >250) 

(3) presenting/co-presenting two oral papers and two poster papers at the international 

INTAV -J tephra conference ñActive tephra in Kyushuò in Kirishima City 

(4) co-organising and chairing a special session (at the INTAV-J conference) on the Eyjafjöll 

eruption of Iceland eruption  

      - session attracted southern Kyushu TV and newspaper coverage 

(5) leading and taking part in discussions (throughout the INTAV-J conference) on 

tephrochronology and its application to the study of environmental change and archaeology 

including commenting on papers by Japanese students and many other participants  

(6) taking part in field work and associated discussions with academics, geoscientists 

(including volcanologists), archaeologists, and students in Kyushu over 5 days during field 

excursions associated with the INTAV-J conference 

(7) undertaking discussions with academics and graduate and undergraduate students, and 

others, at four different universities listed in (1) above 

(8) co-editing a tour guide and writing/co-writing 5 abstracts before the trip, and editing 

several abstracts by Japanese participants; assisting organising committee in planning and 

preparing for the INTAV -J conference; co-writing 2 newsletter reports after the trip 
 

Saturday 8
th

 May 

Ç Seminar 1 presented by Prof Lowe to academic staff, graduates, and visiting archaeologists and 

geoscientists at Kagoshima University, Physical Geography Section, Faculty of Law, Economics 

and the Humanities: 

Dating Polynesian settlement of New Zealand using tephra layers and other scientific tools 

Hosted by Prof Hiroshi Moriwaki.  

I also met with Prof Naoko Nakamura and Assistant Prof Tomoe Sangawa (both at Research 

Centre for Archaeology, Kagoshima University); Dr Ryusuke Imura, Dr Toshihiro Nagasako, Dr 

Yoshito Kobayashi, and Prof Emeritus Kisei Kinoshita (all Kagoshima University); Dr Yudzuru 

Inoue (Kyushu University); and Dr Mitsuhiro Kuwahata (Cultural Heritage Preservation Section, 

Miyakonojo City Board of Education, Miyazaki) 
 

Sunday 9
th

 May 

Ç Public lecture presented by Prof Lowe (with co-author Prof Moriwaki) at Kokubu Civic Centre, 

Kirishima City Hall: 

Connecting with our past: using tephras and archaeology to date the Polynesian settlement of 

Aotearoa/New Zealand 

- more than 250 people attended this lecture (hall was full, standing room only)  

- reported in Minami-Nippon Shinbun (10
th
 May 2010) 

 

Monday 10
th

 May 

INTAV -J international conference óActive tephra in Kyushuô: International Field Conference 

on Tephrochronology, Volcanism and Human Activity, Kirishima, Japan, 10-14 May, 2010 
 

Ç Oral paper 1 presented by Prof Lowe:  

Tackling uncertainty in tephrochronology: objective 4 of the INTREPID project 
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Ç Poster paper 1 presented by Prof Lowe (with co-author Prof Newnham):   

Using tephrochronology to define and date the base of the Holocene for Australasia at Lake 

Maratoto (New Zealand) - an auxiliary stratotype for the Holocene GSSP 
 

Ç Poster paper 2 presented by Prof Moriwaki (with co-authors Prof Machida, Dr Nakamura, and 

Prof Lowe):  

The role of tephras in developing a high-resolution chronology for palaeoenvironmental 

reconstruction and archaeology in southern Kyushu, Japan, since 30,000 years ago (Kyushu-

INTIMATE pro ject) 
 

Wednesday-Thursday 12-13
th

 May 

Field work in Kagoshima Prefecture with INTAV-J group 

- included visits to Uenohara Jomon no Mori (archaeological centre), Tenjindan 

archaeological site, Sakurajima volcano (including active Showa crater of Minamidake 

volcano, Arimua lookout and 1914 lava flows), Takatoge Pass tephra section, Kurokami 

buried gate of shrine 

- note that because of the foot-and-mouth disease outbreak in Miyazaki Prefecture, we were 

not able to visit Kirishima volcanoes nor visit Miyazaki Prefecture 
 

Friday 14
th

 May  
Ç Oral paper 2 presented by Prof Moriwaki (with co-authors Prof Suzuki, Drs Murata and Ikehara, 

Prof Machida, and Prof Lowe): 

Sakurajima-Satsuma (Sz-S) and Noike-Yumugi (N-Ym) tephras: key tephrochronological 

marker beds for the last deglaciation, southern Kyushu, Japan 
 

Saturday 15
th

-Mon 17
th

 May 

Field work in central and northern Kyushu Island with INTAV-J group  

- included around 5-6 stops each day centred on Unzen volcano, Aso caldera (including 

Nakadake crater, Kusasenrigahama crater, Noga section near Taketa City), Kuiju and Yufu-

Tsurumi volcanoes 
 

Tuesday 18
th

 May  

Ç Seminar 2 presented by Prof Lowe to undergraduate history/physical environment class at Kyoto 

Prefectural University, Faculty of Letters: 

Connecting with our past: using tephras and archaeology to date the Polynesian settlement of 

Aotearoa/New Zealand 

Hosted by Prof Yoshihiro Uemura 
 

Thursday 20
th

 May 

Ç Seminar 3 presented to graduates and staff of Tokyo Metropolitan University, Dept of 

Geography:  

Using tephrochronology to synchronize and date records of late Quaternary environmental 

change in New Zealand (NZ-INTIMATE project) 

Hosted by Prof Takehiko Suzuki 
 

Friday 21
st
 May  

Ç Seminar 4 presented to graduate and undergraduate students and staff of Meiji University (Ikuta 

campus, Kawasaki), Faculty of Agriculture:  

Pre-European Maori horticulture in New Zealand and the discovery of unique sweet potato 

(kumara) garden features in Hamilton 

Hosted by Prof Hiroshi Takesako 
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Kokubu Civic Centre (Kirishima) ready for Prof Loweôs 

public lecture on 9 May 2010 (title slide showing on screen) 

 

 

 

  

  

            With co-presenter/host researcher Prof Hiroshi Moriwaki (left) in front of poster paper and with INTAV -J conference  

committee of which he was a member (right) 

Newspaper article about the public lecture 

Prof Lowe giving oral presentations at INTAV -J ñActive Tephraò conference including leading discussions about 

future activities of INTAV (right) 
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Photos of Prof Lowe engaging with colleagues and students during field trips to archaeological sites and 

tephra-buried soil sections used for palaeonvironmental reconstruction  

Prof Lowe (white hat) with colleagues  

at Tenjindan archaeological site, 13 May 2010 

Dr Michael Turner (Australia) 

with Prof Lowe near Mt Unzen,  

15 May 2010 

Prof Lowe and Prof John Westgate 

(Canada) 

Prof Lowe with colleagues and PhD 

students near Mt Aso, 16 May 2010 

Talking with Dr Simon Blockely 

(UK) at tephra-buried soil  

section at Takatoge Pass 

At Sen-ninzuka section 
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Small eruption of Showa crater, Sakurajima, 12 May 2010 

Post-conference excursion group at tephra-buried soil section at Sen-ninzuka, 17 May 2010 


